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1. Rachel was in the chair and Graham ‘volunteered’ to write the Newsletter. A Get Well card for Brigitte was circulated by Rachel for the group to sign.
2. Presentation from Wai Hnin Pwint Thon from Burma Campaign UK
Wai Hnin was born in Rangoon, Burma (Myanmar) and is the daughter of Mya Aye, one of the leaders of the 88 Generation student group in Burma. She first met him through prison bars when she was just four years old. Wai Hnin came to study in Britain in 2006 and shortly afterwards her father was arrested once more and sentenced to 65.5 years. She successfully applied to remain in Britain and has been a high profile activist for change in Burma ever since. 
Hopes were raised with the release of Aung San Suu Kyi in November 2010 but the military has maintained a controlling position.Wai Hnin’s father was released in 2012 but was refused membership of Aung San Suu Kyi’s political party because he is a Muslim. Full Burmese citizenship is now only open to those who are born in Burma and are Buddist. It is only a short step from this to the Rohingya genocide and the persecution of other minorities in Burma.
Founded in 1991, Burma Campaign UK works for human rights, democracy and development in Burma.It plays a crucial role in coordinating the international campaign to free Burma.It has a very informative and structured web site, worth visiting.
One of its effective activities has to research and produce a “Dirty List” of international companies doing business with the military in Burma. The list also includes international companies involved in projects where there are human rights violations or environmental destruction. One of their recent successes was to persuade Visa to discontinue its support for golfers using golf courses owned by the Burmese military. The full list is available on the website under Take Action.
As you might imagine, Wai Hnin’s impassioned presentation resulted in a lively session of questions. When asked what we could do as a group, she suggested that we write to our MPs to call on the British government to start implementing the recommendations on the United Nations Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar. To date not a single government anywhere in the world has done so. Angela asked about China’s involvement. All land in Burma is owned by the Governement and this has enabled China to collaborate with the government to take land for road, bridge biulding and aerospace projects without any compensation to communities that are displaced.
We all thanked Wai Hnin for her absorbing and informative talk and also thanked Brigitte for arranging it.
3. Campaign Updates
Columbia – Nancy has not received any updates.
China - Angela has not received any updates.
Israel – Keith reported that Israel authorities continue to target Palestinian journalists. The Journalist Support Committee (JSC) stated on the 8 September that the number of Palestinian journalists held in Israeli jails has risen to 24. Keith also noted that the Amnesty Internation Israel office in Televiv has received death threats. Tension in the region is expected to increase following Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s announcement of plans to annex parts of the West Bank if he wins re-election next week.
4. Booksale  Happy Fish is still our preferred organisation to clear up after the Book Sale on 16th November but they are yet to confirm. Moving books from the garages to the Church of the Ascension will take place from 7 – 9 pm on Monday 11th November. Ken, Ann and other volunteers will set up before 7pm.  There followed a discussion on the very real need to involve people that can lift and place boxes of books, particularly on the 11th and 12th. This is a plea to hale and hearty group members who read this newsletter to put at least one of these evenings in their diaries. Rachel said that she would email the SE London Humanist group and invite them to help. Graham will be attending that groups Write for Rights on the 5th Dec. Nancy said that she would write to the vicar to let her congregation know that any help would be welcome. Keith suggested that hiring a Man with a Van might be a useful approach and promised to look into this. Angela suggested that we should not abandon the idea of asking Happy Fish or similar organisation, taking all the remaining books after the June sale for a price that might enable us to stop having a November Sale.  
5. Group Finances – David said that Dee had reported that we have a very healthy bank balance at the moment and suggested that we should send £7K to AIUK now and a second amount to be decided after the November Sale. After a short discussion, we agreed with Dee’s suggestion.
6. Letter writing.  Letters to Rachel by Thursday, 19 September please.
7. Arrangements ror future meetings including AIBG AGM: Rachel reported that Kate Allen cannot come to the December meeting but will now attend the January meeting which, of course, is also the AIBG AGM. In this regard, Dee has said that she will be standing down as treasurer and both Rachel and Geoff announced that they are reluctant to stand again so members need to begin to think about nominating and/or standing!
We have a speaker on Modern Slavery booked for the October meeting.

Note that there is no meeting in November because it would occur during the preparation for the book sale.
8. AOB  Geoff proposed a vote of thanks to Nancy for organising and hosting the summer social last month. This was enthusiastically seconded by all at the meeting!
	
	                   EVENTS 2019

	Tuesday 24 September
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10

	Tuesday 8 October
	Group meeting 7.30 pm at St. Margaret’s Crypt

	Tuesday 22 October
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10

	Monday 11 November
	Moving books to church of Ascension 7 pm.

	Saturday 16 November
	Book Sale
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