[image: image1.jpg]



Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

Newsletter 

July 2019
Group Meeting  9/7/19
1.  Apologies.  Apologies from Olwen, Eileen,  David, Dee, Alison, Roger
2. Matters arising from previous minutes. None
Roger sent 2 urgent letters for group to sign, as he will be away at next letter writing, 28 letters were sent
3.  Campaign Updates
China

Hongkong:
 Last ‘Umbrella Nine’ activists sentenced on ‘vague and ambiguous charges’ such as ‘public nuisance’ which sets a dangerous precedent for blanket prosecution and imprisonment for peaceful protestors. Angela will prepare letters.
Iran

Dee absent: Nazanin and Richard finished their hungerstrike – action outside Iranian embassy gave the campaign a great deal of publicity, Dee and David, Graham and Angela attended several times – any one elsefrom our group?

Palestine/Israel
Keith to prepare letter in the case of Mordechi Vanunu, the nuclear whistle blower, who has been under severe restrictions since his release from prison in 2005.
Central America     
Roger  sent in 2 letters (see above)
South America

Nancy reported from the South American Team’s  July newsletter a bit of good news: Same sex marriage now legal in Ecuador, in Colombia the ongoing peace process between FARC and Government (President Duque) making slow progress since starting in 2016, killings of Human rights defenders mainly committed by paramilitaries (146), FARC (23), NLA (National Liberation Army) (20) and State Forces(1)
Nancy  to prepare letter.
Argentina  continues to make progress in protecting  LGBT rights.

The Venezuelan crisis continues to split the Organisation of American States (OAS): 20 member states, including Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, USA and Chile back Guaido for president,  whereas 8 countries including Bolivia, Mexico, Nicaragua and several  Caribbean nations support Nicolas Maduro,  6 abstain.
The situation in Bolivia, Brazil and Paraguay very worrying (high-level  involvement in threats to human right defenders, deforestation, eviction of Indigenous peoples)
AI supports a new TV series ARUANAS, a fictional environmental thriller about 3 courageous women climate activists in Brazil defending the environment and the Amazon.

Cambodia
R  reported that  in August 17 the Cambodian authorities ordered closure of 32 FM radio frequencies across 20 provinces, particularly stations that relayed independent  Khmer language news broadcast by Radio Free Asia (RFA), Voice of America and Voice of Democracy. Two former RFA journalists, Uon Chhin and Yeang Sothearin will go on trial on the basis that they ‘illegally collected information for a foreign source’.
This has led the European Union to consider Cambodia’s privileges under the EU’s Everything but Arms  trade treaty.
Ridiculously Cambodia hosted the 16th Asia Media Summit June 10-14 in Siem Reap under the auspices of UNESCO. Cambodian Prime Minister presided over the opening ceremony whilst dismantling independent radio, TV, print media, and social media in his country.
A review of the human rights record of all UN Member States reported that the Cambodian government accepted 173 UPR recommendations but rejected key recommendations on civil and political rights.

Myanmar
Apologies: James Lovatt sent  a AIUK press release on May 29 about ‘ Myanmar military again committing horrific war crimes’ in  a new 48 pages report on Myanmar titled ‘No One can Protect Us’. Brigitte could not find it on the AIUK website.
On the AIUK Urgent Action website the latest entry was from 2017 – Rachel  sent me a UA case dated 24/6/19 from the international website.  This was also published by 2 former members of our group Guy Ottwell and Tilly Lavenas in their more or less regular ‘Ready-Made Human Rights Letters’
This version us so much more user friendly, just 5 succinct sentences rather than 4 dense paragraphs and the address of the UK embassy (as well as the USA) was given.
Letters will be prepared, (Rachel will send me a copy I can work with)
3.Issues arising from the book sale

In Dee’s absence no final figures available as yet
Lively discussion on how to increase takings at the till: inconclusive, how to get more help during preparation, especially with heavy lifting involved:

 Need for social media campaign, publicity with local sports etc groups to attract more new members, national members who recently have reached retirement age should be asked to become more active.

New Book Sale Guide discussed, one addition: masking tape should  avoid contact with books.
Threatening church refurbishment with loss of pews: boxes could be put out on chairs, ask for chairs with sturdy backs to support the planks used to set pout books.

Discussion on left-over books (no November book sale?): Keith to investigate, Brigitte to contact Happy Fish
Future book sale dates:  16/11/19, 20/6/20,  14/11/20.

5. Access to Group e-mails

Ruth, Keith, Graham to see whether e-mails can be accessed by outsiders.

6. AI’s Financiall Difficulties

Postponed in Dee’s absence

7. Lewisham Sanctuary Conference

Brigitte reported that Lewisham is on the way to become a  ‘Sanctuary Borough’ with a number of local organisations co-operating in settling up to 100 Syrian refugee families in the Borough:

Lewisham Citizens, Lewisham Welcome, Families Together, Voluntary Action Lewisham (VAL), Churches etc. Ben from the sanctuary movement attended, Alfred Dubbs sent a video message.
Without liaising with us Caroline Pritchard from AIUK attended, tried to get an AI poster into the final group photo, had petitions to sign and did not even know we existed. never mind having initiated the Lewisham Sanctuary Borough idea.

Dee complained, copy to Daren and got an apology from Caroline.

This is the second time Head Office organised actions in Lewisham without involving the local group!

8. Communication from Severndroog Castle

They are trying to attract bookings from local groups to raise money.
9.Summer Social

Nancy offrered the venue:  and Sunday, August 25th got the highest vote. 

Address : 20 Blackheath Rise, SE13 7PN
10. Arrangements for future Meetings

Kate Allen to attend October meeting, people asked to suggest topics and questions for her

Brigitte had asked chair of the Burma Campaign to come to the group, but no response  yet.

AOB

22/7 at 7pm: Lecture ‘Peace and Justice for Palestine’ at the Friends Meeting House in Blackheath
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	Tuesday 16th July
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10

	Tuesday 13th August
	Group meeting 7.30 pm at St. Margaret’s Crypt
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List: aibg@googlegroups.com (posts to all subscribed members)

Website: www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich
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