[image: image1.jpg]



Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

Newsletter 

May 2019
Group Meeting 14.05.2019
1. Introductions & Apologies.  Apologies from Olwen, Eileen, Angela, Nancy,Ruth,Trevor and David WW.  A welcome to Katherine Walton and Sena Atiri from the AI Children Human Rights Network.
2.     Matters arising from previous minutes. None
3.     Presentation by Katherine Walton and Sena Atiri from the Childrens Human Rights Network.
Katherine and Sena were asked to speak at this meeting because we will be promoting the campaigns of the Childrens Human Rights Network (CHRN) at the booksale in June.

The CHRN is an Amnesty group set up under the control of AIUK to promote the human rights of children. It is run by a committee of eight elected volunteers. The network campaigns for childrens rights by working with schools, setting up educational events and by working directly with children. 

We were told about two campaigns currently run by the CHRN.
i) Not for Sale Campaign

This is a UK campaign which focuses attention on the high cost of registering children as UK citizens. 
The relevant legislation is the British Nationality Act (1981). This act provides that if a person is born in the UK then they will automatically be a British citizen if;-

· either of their parents are a British citizen,

· either of their parents have settled status (i.e. an indefinite leave to enter or remain in the UK, permanent residence, or are an EEA citizen).

A child born in the UK will be entitled to register as a British citizen if neither of their parents meet one of the two criteria above. They can register once they have reached the age of ten. The essential requirements for being granted British citizenship are;-

· the child can show that they have lived in the UK for 10 years

· they are deemed to be of ‘good character’. (The standards look to be the same as those that would be applied by the secretary of state when granting discretionary citizenship to an adult).

The concern of the CHRN is essentially twofold. First, many people assume that they are British citizens simply by virtue of being born in the UK, and only find out about the need to register when they apply for higher education, or apply for a passport. Learning that you are not who you thought you were (i.e. a British citizen) can have a big impact on a person as well as affecting issues like finding a job, access to healthcare etc. 

Second, CHRN are concerned about the high cost of registration as a British citizen. The cost for a child application is £1012. (this has escalated rapidly in recent years, particularly since the introduction of the Home Office hostile environment on immigration). However, the actual costs of processing an application is put at £372, with the balance representing a ‘profit element’ to the Home Office. Given the importance of gaining British citizenship to children born and living in the UK, CHRN want to make the process much more accesible by getting the Government to reduce the cost. This campaign therefore is asking three things of the Government;-
· That the Home Office removes the ‘profit element’ of the fee and reduces it to a level that just covers the processing cost

· The fee is waived for poor children (not sure how the CHRN define this)
· The fee is also waived for children in care who need to apply 

       for citizenship.

The fee issue has been raised in Parliament but so far to no avail. 

It was also mentioned that proving residence for ten years can be difficult for some children. One of the main sources of evidence used by the home office are school records, but it is sometimes difficult to obtain these particulary from primary schools who often do not keep attendance records for a long enough period.

CHRN have organised a petition on the the cost issue which so far has 23,000 signatories. The petition was signed by those present at the meeting and we will be asking book sale customers to also sign it on June 15th. CHRN will provide campaign materials and will also have someone at the booksale to help anyone who feels they may be affected by this issue.
ii) Make Rights Real campaign

This campaign coincides with the thirtieth aniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. At present, in the UK, a child human rights complainant can take their case through the UK courts but no further. 

The aim of the campaign is to give the treaty more ‘teeth’ by allowing child comptlainants to go directly to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). 
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is the most widley ratified human rights treaty in the world. It has been ratified by every nation apart from the USA. However, only twenty states have so far ratified what is known as Optional Protocol 3, which incorporates a communcation and complaints procedure that allows child complainants to take their case directly to the UNCRC. The aim of this campaign is to pursuade the UK Government to ratify Optional Protocol 3, thereby enshrining the ‘right to complain’ into UK law and thus giving UK children more consistent and reliable access to their rights.

 This could have far reaching consequences for the UK government.  For example, cases involving the health rights of children could conceivably be taken to the UNCRC if it was felt that the UK Govenment was not doing enough on climate change or emmissions standards, or it may allow applications to the UN to challenge funding cuts to education if this was felt to be affecting a childs educational rights. 
The aim of the campaign is to create support amongst MPs for the ratification of Optional Protocol 3. The UN has round table discussions on childrens rights in New York scheduled for September, and the aim is to have the UK Govenment ratify Optional Protocol 3 at that meeting. Again the CHRN have launched a petition aimed at MPs. This was signed at the meeting and we will also be asking book sale customers to sign it on June 15th. 

4.  Campaign Updates
China

Wei Zhili, an editor of ‘New Generation’, a website which monitors and reports on internal migrant workers in China, was transferred to a secret incommunicado detention centre on April 20th.. This form of detention means he is denied a lawyer of his choice. He is also at risk of Torture and other forms of ill treatment. Letters will be prepared for the next letter writing.

Iran

       Brutal execution of two young men charged whilst they were children
Medhi Sohrabira and Amin Sedagaat were charged with multiple rapes when they were 15 years old. On 24th April both were brutally flogged and then executed. Their families were not informed of the executions until after the event. AI has instigated actions on Twitter and Instagram. 

       Nasrin Sotouden (imprisoned political activist)
There is an online petition calling for her release; the aim is to reach one million signatures by 13th June. There will be a protest on her behalf outside the Iraninian embassy in London on 25th May. Anyone wanting to attend should meet at the Natural History Museum at 2 pm and the demonstration will walk from there to the Iranian Embassy. 
       Forced veiling campaigners

Yasmin Aryani and Monirch Arabshahi, both recently detained, are to be released. Vida Mouahedi, who has been detained since October 18th 2018, has been sentenced to one year in prison for peacefully protesting. 

       Atena Daemi 

As a result of her Human rights activism against the death penalty, Atena Daemi was arrested in 2014 and given a seven year sentance. She remains in prison and there is an online petition calling for her relaese.
      Nazarin Zaghari-Ratcliffe

‘Knitters for Nazarin’ are asking knitters to each produce seventeen rows of seventy stitches. These are being collated by the Cardiff group who are calling for more peices.

      Gocrka Ebrhmi

Imprisoned for ‘propoganda against the state’, she has now been released after six years imprisonment. However her husband remains in prison and is being denied medical care despite having cancer.
Israel and the Occupied Territories

      Issa Amro (Human Rights Defender)

Trial held on 28th March 2019 by the Palestinian Authorities in Hebron – no major developments. Next court hearing is on 22nd May in the same court, where a witness is expected to testify against Issa Amro regarding allegations of ‘causing strife’ and ‘insulting the higher authorities’.
        Destination Occupation Campaign 
Airbnb have announced that they will no longer be removing all listings in illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank, following  a class action by Isreali lawyers. However, they will not be taking any profits from these listings (or from any others around the world on disputed land). Any porfits made will be donated to NGO’s and charities working in these sectors.

        IDF opens investigation into shooting of blindfolded, handcuffed Palestinian teenager.

Sixteen year old Osama Hajahjeh was shot twice in the leg by soldiers whist blindfolded and handcuffed. He had been attending the funeral of a local teacher when he allegedly was tackled to the ground by a soldier, handcuffed, blindfolded and then shot while he was trying to move. 
An AI report in 2018 stated that the Military Police Criminal Investigations Division opened investigations into 24 Palestinians killed by Israeli soldiers, but only one of these investigations has so far led to a prosecution and conviction. (Three investigations were closed without indictments being filed, five were closed with no findings announced and eleven remain open).

         A good news story!

Suleiman Jibril Abu Taima, a palestinian artist who was displaced from his home in Gaza during the 2014 Israeli assault, is now challenging gender norms in Gaza by practicing and teaching embroidery, traditionally done by women.

Central America      
       Mexico
Violence is at an all-time high

A record number of people were killed in México during the first quarter of 2019 with 8,493 murders recorded from January to March. This is an increase of nearly 10 percent from the same period in 2018, which was the most violent year in the country’s history.

Action this month is another letter about Mexican environmental activist Julián Carillo, whose murder in October is still unsolved. Julián was the leader of Coloradas de la Virgen, an isolated community in the Tarahumara mountain range of Chihuahua. They are no longer recognized as the owners of this land; nevertheless, they defend the ancestral territory against logging, mining and illegal drug crops. Julián had publicly denounced logging and mining as well as the violence by criminal armed groups in his community.

       Guatemala
Justice for victims of massacre proving elusive.
In 1982 in the highlands village of Palmbach soldiers lined up about 70

blindfolded men and boys, face down, then beat, stabbed and hacked them

with machetes. In 2016, a federal judge ruled that eight top former military

leaders would stand trial for numerous massacres, including the one in

Pambach, committed during the country’s long civil war. None of the arrested

have been tried for the killings, and conservatives in the Guatemalan

Congress are pushing an amnesty bill preventing any future prosecutions of

war crimes.
     Nicaragua
One year after the start of the brutal crackdown on social security reform protesters,

the human rights crisis is still ongoing, in spite of President Ortega’s promise in

March this year to release around 800 prisoners. International pressure on the government

continues, and the UN Human Rights Council passed a resolution on 21

March to put in place monitoring and reporting on the ongoing human rights crisis.

Amnesty will also be campaigning on freedom of expression and assembly in Nicaragua later in the year.

At AIUK, the country coordinators will be meeting with the Nicaragua and Guatemala desk officer probably next month.
5. AIUK AGM
Rachel and Keith attended the AGM. Key points arising from the AGM feedback are listed below.

       Konterra Report into Staff Wellbeing at the International Secretariat (IS)
Rachel and Keith met briefly with Kate Allen and Ruth Breddal. AIUK have made a commitment to listen to UK staff. They are creating an environment of ‘safeguarding and wellbeing’ which started in January. Also, AIUK have offered to support the IS through its staffing issues.

We have queried the necessity of the Deloittes report. Deloittes are to look at the management structure of the IS and are not directly covering the same ground as the Konterra report.

       Resolutions

All resolution were carried apart from two, these being;-
· Resolution B1 proposing that Amnesty focuses solely on the protection and justice for prisoners of conscience and human rights defenders

· Resolution B2 proposing that Amnesty develops a Policy of Self Determination.  (Bought forward primarily in relation to the population of East Timor).

      Prize for AIBG 
We again won the prize for the best fund raising group. We were awarded a bottle of wine and a football. It was decided to donate the football to AFRIL.

6. Book Sale Issues

Key points:-

·  We need lots of vegetable boxes at the garage for storing books

· The garage is quite full already and we have three deliveries scheduled before next Tuesday (21st), so we need lots of help sorting and pricing books during the next few days!
7. Letter Writing 
This will take place on Tuesday 28th May at The Greenwich Tavern, King William Walk. Letters to Rachel by the Monday 20th please.

8.  Arrangements for future meetings .

There will be no group meeting in June due to the book sale. The next group meeting will take place on Tuesday 9th July, 2019, in the Crypt, St Margaret’s Church, Lee.
We are trying to arrange for Kate Allen to address a future group meeting, either in September or October.
9. AOB.
None
	
	                   EVENTS 2019

	Tuesday 28th May
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10

	Tuesday 9th July
	Group meeting 7.30 pm at St. Margaret’s Crypt

	Now until Monday 10th June
	Dartmouth Row Garage open for Sorting & Pricing

	Saturday 15 June
	Book Sale
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