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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich
Newsletter 

April 2019
Group Meeting 9.4.2019
1. Introductions & Apologies.  Apologies from Olwen, Eileen, Dee, David W., Nancy and Shelagh.  A welcome to Daren Nair, Tower Hamlets group and AIUK Board member.

2. Matters arising from previous minutes. None
3. It was unanimously agreed to second the motion regarding staff wellbeing at the IS proposed by Malcolm Dingwall-Smith. The full text of the motion is in the email circulated by Rachel on 11 April.
The reply from Kate Allen to our letter regarding problems at the IS was discussed at length with helpful contributions from Daren from his perspective as an AIUK Board member. Key issues include implementation of promised action and AGM resolutions, and communications.
It was agreed that Graham, Roger and Geoff would meet to draft a reply which would be circulated to all members and sent to Kate by the AGM.
4.  Campaign Updates
Israel and the Occupied Territories of Palestine: Keith reported that the campaign against corporate exploitation of the Occupied Territories of Palestine is continuing, with specific attention to AirbnB, Trip Adviser, Thomas Cook and other travel companies, who are mis-representing the whole of the region as Israel.  Campaign at https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/checkout 
Campaign targeted at firms which have business dealings with Israeli firms in Occupied Territories. Those in UK are Thomas Cook, Jaguar Landrover, JCB and CNH Industries. www.amnesty.org.uk/thinktwice
Ayman Nasser, legal unit coordinator of Addameer Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association still in detention without trial probably until September.
Mustafa al-Kharouf, photojournalist covering human rights violations in East Jerusalem arbitrarily detained since Jan. 22nd.

Khalida Jarrar, Palestinian lawmaker released after 20 months in detention. She thanked AI and others.

Iran: 6 of our members attended Mothers’ Day event outside Iranian Embassy protesting at Nazanin’s continued detention. Well reported in media.
Myanmar: Brigitte reported that she had had nothing from country coordinator. Ongoing repression of ethnic minorities. Peace conferences since 2016 have been inconclusive and the one scheduled for 2018 has been postponed 4 times and has not yet taken place. Some ethnic groups refuse to take part.

19 International NGOs including AI have written to Secretary General of the UN calling for a review of the UN’s operations in Myanmar. In 2012 a similar action regarding Sri Lanka led to the ‘Human Rights Up Front’ initiative intended to make the UN more responsive to Human Rights crises.
China: Angela gave details of conference to mark 30 years since Tiananmen Square massacre. Thursday 18th April, University of Westminster, 309 Regent Street, 9.30 to 16.00.

Wei Zhill, website editor, detained on 20 March. Angela will prepare letter.

Hankezi Zikeli, Uighur detained in a “Transformation through education” centre is believed to have had a nervous breakdown. Angela will prepare letter.

5. Mailing list and website: Geoff and Graham have looked through the current list and tried to remove those many people who have not responded to our requests to register their interest. Ken gave some assistance  but difficult to assess interest of eg former members. Further discussion required.
6. Book sale: Brigitte has succeeded in getting Janet Daby MP to open.
More volunteers needed to collect in Central London. Please contact Brigitte.
Key dates: 13 May Ann and others set up garage from 5.00pm. Book moving from 7.00pm. Books in Rachel’s garage, Amanda to open up, Nancy collecting in van. Two carloads in Olwen’s garage. 38 boxes under pews in church. Vegetable boxes needed.

14 May General meeting in St Margaret’s crypt as usual.
10 June 7.00pm move books to church 

15 June post sale removal of unsold books to Rachel’s garage.

There is a need to keep website up to date with details of days/times when garage will not be open.

Campaign at booksale. Keith and Rachel will see at AGM what materials are available. Tiananmen Square anniversary or Human Rights Defenders are possibilities.

Leaflets. Keith will source yellow paper and ask Anne the Vicar to print 50 A4 and 200 A5.

November sale. Amanda will approach Eoin Colfer/ Andrew Donkin, authors of ‘Illegal’ to open sale.
7. AIUK AGM and resolutions. Most are uncontentious and are supported by the Board. It was agreed that we should vote in favour.

The exception is B1 “Amnesty to focus on its original concerns which are the release of prisoners of conscience and justice for human rights defenders”.
There was a lively debate with the issue of mission creep and overlap with work of other NGOs contrasted with a broader definition of human rights. It was agreed that Rachel should cast her vote as she thinks best after hearing the debate at the AGM.
8. Letter Writing This will take place on Tuesday 23rd April at The Greenwich Tavern, King William Walk. Discussion about changing venue was postponed to a future meeting. Letters to Rachel by the 16th, please.

9. Arrangements for future meetings Tuesday 14th May, 2019, the Crypt, St Margaret’s Church, Lee

10. AoB Saturday 27th April Friends of the Earth conference at the Human Rights Action Centre.  Friday 26th April Amnesty’s own book sale at the Human Rights Action Centre.
	
	                   EVENTS 2019

	Tuesday 23 April
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10

	Tuesday 14 May
	Group meeting 7.30 pm at St. Margaret’s Crypt

	Monday 13 May
	Dartmouth Row Garage opens for Sorting & Pricing

	Saturday 15 June
	Book Sale
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