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1. Introductions

We welcomed Faruk Kurt, Ruth Wild, Trevor Dodd and, after meeting her at the last letter writing, Gill Nevins.

2. Presentation.
Gill Nevins spoke about her life as a researcher for AI and the UN.

Born in Zimbabwe and having lived in Mozambique, Gill came to London and joined AI first as a campaigner and then as a researcher, mainly on Africa and the death penalty. A self confessed “danger junkie” she went on several missions to African countries including Mozambique, Angola and Guinea Bissau, monitoring elections and reporting on the aftermath of civil wars. In 2000 she went to East Timor, a tiny country then engaged in an independence struggle with the immense region of Indonesia, setting up an office in Darwin, Australia. She subsequently became deputy programme director for AI’s Asia programme.
Gill brought a mavellous collection of photos, identity cards, boarding cards and a woven scarf inlaid with a message of thanks to her, all of which we were able to examine. This was a really special opportunity to learn first-hand about AI’s research and we are indebted to Gill.
3. Campaign Updates
Central America:  there will be letters on the 27th about the deaths and torture of 7 young men in Chilpancingo, Mexico, where police involvement is suspected and investigating journalists have been threatened.
Colombia: letters being prepared by Nancy about local population caught in conflict between left and right wing paramilitaries linked to drug cartels.
Iran:  No update.  AIUK do not have a country co-ordinator. Guardian report on Nazanin https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/feb/14/treatment-of-nazanin-zaghari-ratcliffe-amounts-to-torture-say-family
Japan: Miki reported on the outcomes of her research into the Japanese citizen detained in China on charges of espionnage. AI Japan are not campaigning on this issue and as relations between China and Japan are tense it is perhaps better not to take any action.
Death Penalty:  No update.
Burma/Myanmar:  No update from AI. Brigitte reported than Boris Johnson’s visit has kept the issue of the Rohingya in the news but Aung San Suu Kyi’s lack of concern really worrying.
Individuals at risk: AIUK has offered us a choice between the anti albino persecution in Malawi or Julia Jackson, campaigner for Black Lives Matter in the USA. Graham to be consulted about which to opt for.
4. Local groups planning pack. Geoff has a copy which outlines priorities and campaigns for 2018.

5. AI local group survey report. This was circulated by Geoff last week. High levels of activity all over UK. We are one of most active groups not only for fund raising but also in terms of membership and number of letters sent.

6. National conference and AGM. Brigitte will represent the group and Elisabeth and Faruk may also attend. Our response to resolutions will be discussed at the next meeting.

7. Social evening. Hackney group organising. Nothing concrete as yet.

8. Film on Syria. Agreed that DVD would be circulated for viewing at home. Graham to bring copy to letter writing.

9. Security of members’ details. Agreed to remove email addresses and other particulars from newsletters etc. David W-W to investigate new central contact email address.
10. Letter writing. See Campaign Updates above.
11. Future Meetings. March, Bethany Elce on Palestine situation. April, Anne Sherwen and Patricia Bishop on Lewisham refugees.
12. AOB
Thanks to Shelagh for excellent Winter Social.
Book sale date Saturday 16 June.
Brexit may impact on UK’s adherence to EU charter of fundamental human rights. This needs to be monitored.
	
	                   EVENTS 2018

	Tuesday, 27 February
	7.30 Letter Writing at the Greenwich Tavern

	Tuesday, 13 March
	7.30 Group Meeting, St. Margaret’s Church Crypt

	7-8th April
	AIUK National Conference and AGM in Swansea

	Saturday, 16th June
	Book sale at the Church of the Ascension (9-5 pm)


Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 7.30pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 
Book Sale: A Saturday mid-to-late June; a Saturday after Remembrance Sunday in November; both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675
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