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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich
Newsletter 

January 2019
Group Meeting 8.1.19
1. Introductions & Apologies. News Letter: Ken and Ann.
2. Group Annual General Meeting.
(1) Chair’s Report.  Rachel summarised her report for 2018  The full report is attached.  David Weekes gave figures for Letter Writing: 2,072 letters on 66 cases were written, with replies for 6 cases.  £2,275 were spent on postage.  Totals have been sent to AIUK, asking how they want to receive information on this in the future.  Ken had received most replies, possibly because his address is on a printed label.           Book Sale find, Leonard Cohen poetry, has been awaiting auction through Mayfair Auctions. As there is no relevant auction currently, they have put it in the hands of a high quality book seller, Shapero, with a price up to £4,000.
(2) Treasurer’s Report.  Dee presented her report, pointing out the percentage changes in income and expenses comparing 2018 with 2017.  The report is attached and Book Sale report.  It was agreed after discussion that a further £2,500 be sent to AIUK.
(3) Election of Chair.  Rachel Errington
)Unaminous re-elections, though

(4) Election of Vice-Chair.  Roger Hardwick  )some elected indicated they were willing

(5) Election of Treasurer.  Dee Weekes
)to step down if others wanted their

(6) Election of Secretary.


)role.

(7) Appointments to other roles (some, not at the meeting, assumed to be continuing):
Social Media Co-ordinator.  Simon Ware

News Letter Writers.  Brigitte Hurrell.  Roger Hardwick.  Graham Dock.  Nancy Sarre.  Ken Ryder and Ann Hillary stepped down.

Campaign Co-ordinators.  China: Angela Dock.  Central America: Roger Hardwick.  Cambodia: Ruth Wild.  Israel & Occupied Territories: Keith Van Loen.  Myanmar: Brigitte Hurrell.  Columbia:  Nancy Sarre.   Iran: Dee Weekes.  Lewisham for Refugees: Brigitte and Dee.  Football Welcomes:  Harvey Grazebrook & Ben Mphablele.  Rodrigo Mundaca, Chile: Graham Dock.
Membership Secretary & Website Manager: David Webbe-Wood.

London Regional Representative:   ?.  Rachel forwards emails from London Regional.

Book Sale Co-ordinator: Brigitte organises book collections.  Other co-ordinating roles to be discussed at February meeting to which Ann Hillary will bring old Book Sale paperwork. She believed that Graham had a digital file on what group members do.
Letter Writing Co-ordinator:  Brigitte.  Members composing letters should email group which cases they have chosen, so avoiding duplication.  

Keith raised the issue of UK human rights, Brexit related, and the possibility of this being a campaign for us.

Speaker on Brexit, Tim Gee, at our February meeting has asked Roger if we could have a meeting with 50 people present.  To be considered?

AGM concluded.

3. Communications with group members.  Postponed as Graham was unable to attend meeting.
4. Campaign Updates:
Central America:  Mexico’s new President, Lopez Obrador, seems to be acting in contradictory ways. He has set up a commission of enquiry to investigate the deaths of the 43 Ayotzinapa students but Congress may soon pass a bill creating a new national security force made up of members of the military and replacing the federal police. https://bit.ly/2Tnx59h 

There will be a letter about this at the next session.

The President of Guatemala has expelled the UN anti-corruption commission which has being successful in prosecuting several offenders. It is thought that the commission may have been getting close to investigating associates and family of the President.

After 17 months in jail in El Salvador, Imelda Cortez has been found not guilty of the attempted murder of a baby fathered by her abusive step-father and released. A step in the right direction, but El Salvador remains one of the most dangerous countries in the world for girls and women.
Iran: On 6 January Dee forwarded to the group an AIUK update with two urgent actions on Nazanin and Narges.
UAE Dee and Geoff will prepare letters for two UAE cases for January letter writing.  
Israel/Palestine: Occupation 50 campaign:
AirB&B have announced that they will stop listing properties in the occupied West bank which is a huge step forward. However, East Jerusalem maybe outside of this.

Amnesty intend to take a more direct view of targeting businesses who deal illegally in the OT, or deal with the businesses of settlers who are operating on occupied land.

Urgent action:  A letter will be prepared for Suha Jabra (social justice activist) who has been detained by the PA since 3rd November. She has been on hunger strike since 22nd November and admitted to hospital in Jericho.

First hand testimony has been given to Amnesty regarding her detention and treatment.

Four year old boy killed
Ahmad Yasir Sabri Abid aged 4 was killed by bullet shrapnel as a result of Israeli fire.

Some 180 Palestinians have been shot dead and nearly 6,000 injured during the great march of return.

5. Lewisham as a sanctuary borough for refugees project.  There is no update at present.
6. Group resolution for 2019 AIUK AGM  Rachel will be the group’s representative and deliver our resolution.  Keith will attend and give the goods news, e.g. letters sent and Book Sale result.  
7. Great Amnesty Quiz Night 2019  AIUK is encouraging as many groups as possible to host a Quiz Night between 2-10 February.  Questions can be supplied by AI to a group organiser.  It was agreed that it would not be possible for our group this February, but group members could go to other groups’ quiz nights.  Amanda said that in the event of the Book Sale winding down, other fundraising would have to be put in place.  She mentioned the successful charity lunch as an example and a quiz could be another event.  
8. Letter Writing  Mexico  Roger will write a letter about the bill for the military to take over from the federal police.  UAE  Dee & Geoff will write letters re two cases, Dr Nasser bin Gaith’s and Ahmed Mansoor.  Palestine Keith will prepare a letter re Suha Jabra.
Letters to Rachel by 16 January please.  If Rachel can no longer photocopy them at her place of work, Ann, Vicar at the Church of the Ascension, may do them.  Also Keith has sourced a Greenwich Printer charging 8p. a copy.

9. Winter Social  7 pm, Saturday 19 January, at Shelagh’s (see covering group email for address).  Please bring an item of food and drink.
10. Arrangements for future meetings  Tim Gee will speak on UK human rights in the light of Brexit at the February meeting.  There will also be a discussion on the Book Sale.  

11. AOB  None.
	
	                   EVENTS 2019

	Saturday 19 January
	Winter Social at Shelagh’s (address in email)

	Tuesday 22 January
	Letter writing at the Greenwich Tavern 7.30

	Tuesday 12 February
	Group Meeting, 7.30 at Church of Ascension

	Saturday 15 June
	Book Sale 2019

	Saturday 16 November
	Clearance Book Sale 2019


Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 7.30pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) The Greenwich Tavern, 1 King William Walk, SE10 9JH
Book Sale: A Saturday mid-to-late June; a Saturday after Remembrance Sunday in November; both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675
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	Chair 
	Rachel Errington

	Deputy Chair
	Roger Hardwick

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	Geoff Torry

	Treasurer
	Dee Weekes

	Membership
	David Webbe-Wood

	Publicity
	Simon Ware

	AIBG Website
	David Webbe-Wood



	London Region Representative 
	Vacant

	Newsletter
	Rotating:    

Brigitte Hurrell,

Roger Hardwick

Graham Dock
Nancy Sarre



Email List:

aibg@googlegroups.com (posts to all subscribed members)

Website: www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich
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