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1. Introductions & Apologies. Introductions included a warm welcome to Sarah Yamout. 
Chair: David Weekes; Newsletter writer: Graham.

2. Campaign Updates
CHINA -  Angela sent in a report based on the AIUK July update:
· It’s been 3 years since China launched a crackdown on human rights lawyers and activists (started 9 July 2015)
· There were 709 targeted individuals.

· Our letters and campaigns have added to the swell of global outrage.

· The good news is that some of the 709 have been release.

· The bad news is that many others remain in detention.

Amnesty International will continue to call on the Chinese government to release Wang Quanzhang, Jiang Tianyong and other human rights lawyers who have peacefully exercised their right to freedom of expression.

Action: Letters will be prepared for August letter writing.

MYANMAR – Brigitte reported that the AIUK campaign to release the two Reuters journalists, Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo, will continue. James Gomez, Amnesty International’s Director for Southeast Asia, said  “The case against Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo is clearly politically-motivated and completely baseless. They are languishing behind bars simply because of their peaceful journalism and investigating the atrocities committed against the Rohingya people by Myanmar’s own security forces in Rakhine State”.
We wrote letters on this case last year but Brigitte will prepare fresh letters for the next letter writing.

BAHRAIN – Dee reported that on Monday 20 August between 13:30 and 14:00, Liz Arif-Fear, the Bahrain country coordinator, is arranging a demonstration outside the Embassy of Bahrain in support of Hassan Mushaima. His son, Ali, is currently on hunger strike outside the embassy. AIBG members were encouraged to participate if possible.
3. Booksale  We decided to postpone the discusion on ways to increase takings because this was initiated by Keith who was unable to be at this meeting. 
Geoff reported some potentially very good news that Nancy has given the details of the Leonard Cohen book of poetry to a specialist bookseller for auction in September.
4. Feedback on meeting about support for Syrian refugees.
On the 26th July Brigitte and Dee attended a meeting with Kevin Bonavia, (Councillor, Cabinet Member for Democracy, Refugees and Accountability) and Chris Gavin, (Refugee Programme Manager) of Lewisham Council about increasing the number of refugees in Lewisham.  Kevin and Chris are big supporters of Amnesty and very much value the work we do.  They are therefore very keen to enlist the help of our local group in this project.

The aim of the council is to have 100 refugee families housed in Lewisham (so far 15 families have been housed in the borough).  A key part of this initiative is to designate Lewisham as a Sanctuary Borough (we believe that the only other place in the UK that has this status is the City of Sheffield).  The idea behind a Sanctuary Borough is that the rights of all migrants, asylum seekers and refugees will be automatically protected without question.  Whilst this is of course a very noble aim the council need some help in defining the “Guiding Principles” that will apply when operating as a Sanctuary Borough e.g. exactly what rights should be protected and the procedures and policies for making sure this happens.  This is where we come in.  Kevin and Chris would like us, the local Amnesty Group, to give our ideas on what these Guiding Principles should be.  They specifically want our input because: -

1.
This is a human rights issue.

2.
We are a secular group (they will of course also be taking input from various religious groups).

They also feel that having Amnesty’s name associated with this initiative will give it more creditability and give the refugees confidence that their interests are being protected.

After the Guiding Principles have been finalised by the council there will be further work on practical issues like housing, schooling and languages.  We can of course also get involved in helping with this further work either as a group or individually.  (One practical thing we can all be doing right now is notifying the Council of any unoccupied properties in the borough that have the potential for housing refugee families.  We did mention at the meeting the empty Citibank Tower in Lewisham and Leegate that both have potential to be converted into flats for all Lewisham families on the council housing waiting list.

Brigitte and Dee feel that this is a very worthwhile project to be involved in, starting with providing input into the Council’s “Guiding Principles” for making Lewisham a Sanctuary Borough.  Of course, while we can get involved as individuals, if the council wish to use Amnesty’s name, then we will need to get some form of sign off from AIUK.
Those present at the AIBG meeting appeared to be in agreement with Brigitte and Dee providing that AIUK approved our involvement. Amanda volunteered to help Brigitte and Dee.

Since the meeting, Dee received confirmation from AIUK that they are more than happy for our group to assist Lewisham council in setting up the borough as a sanctuary.
5. Summer social.
Ken reported that we are booked in for Sunday 9th September from 1 pm at the Red House, Red House Lane, Bexleyheath DA6 8JF. Please bring food and drink to share. Red House is one of the most influential biuldings in the history of domestic architecture. Red house is the only house commissioned by William Morris, founder of the Arts and Crafts movement. Ken will get there early and will be at a picnic table in the orchard to the right of the entrance.
From 1.30 pm the house is open for free flow i.e. non-guided. Entrance is £8 or £8.50 gift aid. If you are a National Trust member bring your membership card and book into reception in the coach house as the Red House gets credited for every visitor. Do visit the second hand bookshop run by Friends of the Red House. 
In the event of wet weather, the social will be held at Ken’s house, 61 Sandingham Drive, Welling, DA16 3QZ.

6. Letter writing.  Tuesday 28 August at the Greenwich Tavern, 1 King William’s Walk, SE10.  Letters to David Webbe-Wood by Monday, 27 August, please.
Discussion of future printing arrangement was postponed until the next meeting so as to include Rachel and Keith who have both offered solutions.
7. Future Meetings.  Two talks are planned, Rachel on her visit to Columbia and a talk by the Iranian Country Co-ordinator. Geoff will liaise on dates.
	
	                   EVENTS 2018

	Tuesday 28 August
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10

	Sunday 9 September
	Summer Social Red House  DA6 8JF

	Tuesday 11 September
	Group meeting 7.30 pm at St. Margaret’s Crypt

	Tuesday  25 September
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10

	Saturday 17 November
	November Book Sale


· Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 7.30pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

· Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 
· Book Sale: A Saturday mid-to-late June; the Saturday after Remembrance Sunday in November; both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

· Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 167
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