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URGENT ACTION 
PROTESTERS BEING HELD IN ADMINISTRATIVE DETENTION  
Five protesters have been held under administrative detention since 10 June after 
participating in protests demanding the closure of a copper plant in southern India. 
Under the repressive National Security Act (NSA), people can be detained for up to 12 
months on loosely defined grounds of maintenance of public order. The NSA has been 
used to target protesters and human rights defenders in India. 

Kaliloor Rahuman, along with his adult sons Mohamad Anas and Mohamad Irasath, and two others, Kottaiyan 
and Velmurugan (also known as Murugan), have been held in administrative detention under the National Security 
Act (NSA) since 10 June 2018. They are currently being held in Thoothukudi District Jail in Tamil Nadu, a state in 
southern India. 

On 22 May, the 100th day of the protests by local communities in Thoothukudi demanding the closure of the Sterlite 
copper plant over health and environmental concerns, the police used excessive force on the protesters. The police 
opened fire on thousands of largely peaceful protesters. 13 people were killed and hundreds were injured.   

Kaliloor Rahuman, Mohamad Anas, Mohamad Irasath and Kottaiyan were arrested on 26 May 2018 and 
Velmurugan was arrested on 27 May 2018. They were arrested on allegations including unlawful assembly, rioting 
and assaulting or using criminal force to deter a public servant from discharging his duty under the Indian Penal 
Code, and ‘committing mischief in respect of property’ under the Tamil Nadu Property (Prevention of Damage and 
Loss) Act. The five persons were placed in judicial custody and their cases are under investigation. No information 
about when their cases will be heard has yet been provided by the authorities. 

Two weeks later, on 10 June, the District Collector and District Magistrate of Thoothukudi passed an order under 
the NSA, placing these five persons in administrative detention. The detention orders state these persons must be 
held in administrative detention because if they are released on bail, they will commit acts that may endanger 
public order and the security of the state.  

The NSA is a repressive law that permits administrative detention without charge or trial for up to 12 months on 
loosely defined grounds of national security and maintenance of public order. It has been used to target protesters 
and human rights defenders in India. 

Please write immediately in English or your own language urging the authorities to: 

• Immediately release Kaliloor Rahuman, Mohamad Anas, Mohamad Irasath, Kottaiyan and Velmurugan (also 

known as Murugan) from administrative detention unless they are charged with recognizable criminal offences; 

• Pending their release, ensure that the men are not subjected to torture or other ill-treatment; 

• End the use of administrative detention under the National Security Act or any other law in force. 
 
PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 14 AUGUST 2018 TO: 
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu   Director General of Police, Tamil Nadu  And copies to: 
Edappadi K. Palaniswami,     T.K.Rajendran    District Collector, Thoothukudi 
Chief Minister, Tamil Nadu,    Director General of Police, Tamil Nadu  Sandeep Nanduri 
Secretariat,     Police Headquarters   District Collector Thoothukudi 
Fort St. George,    No 1, Dr Radhakrishna Salai   Collectorate 
Chennai 600009     Mylapore Chennai – 600004   Thoothukudi – 628101 
Fax: +91 442 567 0930   Fax: +91 442 844 7703   Fax: +91 461 234 0606 
Email: cmup@nic.in    Email: dgp@tn.gov.in   Email: collrtut@nic.in 
Salutation: Dear Chief Minister  Salutation: Dear Sir    

       

Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country HIS EXCELLENCY MR YASHVARDHAN 

KUMAR SINHA, Office of the High Commissioner for India, India House Aldwych WC2B 4NA, 020 7836 8484, Fax 020 7836 

4331, info.london@hcilondon.in, www.hcilondon.in, salutation: Your Excellency 

Please check with your section office if sending appeals after the above date. 

https://www.legalcrystal.com/act/137195/tamil-nadu-property-prevention-of-damage-and-loss-act-1992-complete-act
https://www.legalcrystal.com/act/137195/tamil-nadu-property-prevention-of-damage-and-loss-act-1992-complete-act
../../../leahverghese/Downloads/cmup@nic.in
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URGENT ACTION 
PROTESTERS BEING HELD IN ADMINISTRATIVE DETENTION  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

The protest in Thoothukudi on 22 May 2018 was the culmination of 99 days of protests by local communities demanding the 
closure of a copper plant over health and environmental concerns. The copper plant is owned by Sterlite Industries, a subsidiary 
of Vedanta Resources, which is headquartered in the United Kingdom. The recent protests were against a move to build a new 
copper smelter that would double the capacity of the plant. The National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) 
and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board have found evidence that the Sterlite Copper plant has caused contamination of 
groundwater, air and soil. In April 2018, the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board rejected Vedanta’s license to operate the 
smelter saying the company had failed to comply with local environmental laws.  
 

Administrative detention laws allow for people to be detained without charge or trial. Under international law, administrative 
detention is only permitted in exceptional circumstances and when subjected to stringent safeguards. In India, administrative 
laws such as the NSA have often been used to detain individuals on vague grounds, ignoring regular criminal justice 
safeguards. In the India mission report to the UN Human Rights Council in 2012, the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
Human Rights Defenders called for the repeal of the NSA. The Supreme Court of India has described the system of 
administrative detention as “lawless.” 

Amnesty International opposes all systems of administrative detention. 
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