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Amnesty International
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Newsletter 

May 2018
Group Meeting 8.5.2018
1.  Introductions & Apologies and a warm welcome to returning new members.  Chair: Rachel Errington.  News Letter:  Ken and Ann
2.  Campaign Updates.
Cambodia:  Ruth reported on the election due for 29 July.  The opposition has been outlawed.  Another party, Grass Roots Democratic Party has appeared but is small.  The UN representative has not yet reported – the report is due in September, but other UN members are putting pressure on.
Chile: Graham reported on our campaign for Rodrigo Mundaca. The campaign aim is that security incidents reported by Rodrigo and other members of MODATIMA are promptly and thoroughly investigated and those responsible are brought to justice.  MODATIMA members should be protected by the State and able to carry out their legitimate human rights work without fear of reprisals.  Letters will be prepared and a group photo will be sent to Rodrigo with a message of solidarity.
China: Graham gave a report for Angela.  Huang Qi, founder/director of human rights website “64 Tianwang” who has been detained since November 2016 is seriously ill with no access to adequate medical care.  He has reported incidents of torture and other ill-treatment by police and beatings by other detainees.  Letters to the authorities requesting prompt medical care for Huang Qi and release in the absence of credible evidence and a fair trial will be prepared by Angela.

At this point, Faruk asked about the effectiveness of letter writing and, although it was acknowledged that this is hard to assess, various positive outcomes were put forward and some individual detainees and victims of human rights abuses and their families have thanked us for our support.

South America: Nancy not present to report.

Central America:   Roger will email the México and Central America Newsletter, but particularly mentioned a March UN report on the Mexican government’s investigation into the enforced disappearance of 43 students, which reveals the arbitrary detention and torture of suspects and the tampering and concealment of evidence.  

He also said an energy company executive had been arrested in respect of the murder of Berta Caceras, for whom our group campaigned when she protested about the rights of locals where a dam was being built.  The executive insists he is innocent and a Guardian investigation found that Berta had appeared on a military hit-list.
Hungary:  Rachel mentioned an 8 May email, stating that the government in Hungary is planning to silence the Hungarian Civil Society through the implementation of the "Stop Soros" law, to be seen in the context of the government propaganda criminalising all refugees and those who help them.  Organisations including Amnesty Hungary, the Hungarian Civil Liberties Union and Helsinki group are accused of "aiding illegal migration".   All Charities and NGOs will be forced to apply for a licence to the Interior Ministry who can take 6-9 months to decide whether the organisation poses a "security risk".  There will be a concert in support of the Civil society in Hungary, 6 pm, Friday 18 May at the Human Rights Action Centre 17-25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA.  Tickets on the door or email ulrike.schmidt@amnesty.org.uk to reserve seat.  Classical music, The Romany Diamonds, and speakers.
3.  National Conference and AGM:  Brigitte was not present to give report.  Faruk went for the first time, Saturday only, and found it a fantastic experience.  It was well-organised with interesting workshops and he joined “Knowing your Power and Using it from an AI Perspective”.
Keith van Loen, at this point, mentioned the important issue of Brexit repeal bill of European Charter of Human Rights.  The Lords say it must be included and AI and other organisations are campaigning for this.
4.  London-wide Amnesty street collection, 6 October:  AIBG has taken part in the past, but it has never generated much income, say about £300 or less, which is not worth doing compared with the Book Sale, nor has it been effective in advertising the Book Sale or recruitment.  Individuals wanting to take part could contact other groups – Head Office have group contact details.
5.  Book Sale, 16 June, 9 – 5:  Rachel outlined the Book Sale aims and procedure for the newer members.  It has been going for over 40 years and is in the Church of the Ascension, Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF.  There is 80% new stock from publishers etc. Brigitte organises a rota of drivers and helpers to collect books.  (Please may we have an update, Brigitte)  We also receive private donations. Unsold books are taken to Rachel’s garage after the June sale; there is a November clearance sale in the church. 
Publicity: flyers, organised by David Webbe Wood and wide Social Media coverage by Simon Ware.

2 campaigns at this year’s Sale:  “Refugees Welcome” and Rodrigo Mundaca, Chile, see 2.

Speaker:  Brigitte will ask Kevin Bonabia to ask Alf Dubbs, re refugees.
A detailed timetable for the five weeks of preparation was given in the April News Letter – here is an update.
Sorting and pricing takes place in Jeff & Lisa’s garage further down Dartmouth Row below church, 7-9 pm Monday to Friday and 4-6 pm weekends, starting Monday, 14 May and on Monday 11 June we move books from garage to church.  No more book donations after Friday 8 June.   
Monday 14 May:  6.30 pm Ann will collect key for Jeff & Lisa’s garage (After the meeting, Ken confirmed with Jeff & Lisa that the garage is available!).  Ann will bring AI Book Sale paraphernalia and books from Olwen’s and put up category signs.
Drivers are needed to go to Rachel’s garage at 7pm to move books to sorting garage (Rachel will be away).  Graham has key.
Book Sale Day, 16 June:  A rota for helpers will be prepared by Ken.  Helpers needed throughout the day and particularly for clear-up and transferring leftovers to Rachel’s garage.

Dee will do Card payments.

Ruth and (I think) Trevor have offered to help Ann with refreshments, setting up at 8.30 am.
We need helpers at all stages of the Book Sale which is always such a successful fund-raising event!

6.  Letter writing:  Tuesday 22 May, The Greenwich Tavern, King Williams Walk, SE10.  Roger will prepare letters for Nicaragua and Angela for China.  Please get letters to David Webbe Wood by 20 May for reproducing.  Book sorting will also be on that evening.
7.  Future Meetings:  Rachel will speak at the September meeting on Columbia as she will have been there.

8.  AOB:  Graham took a photo of the group to send to Rodrigo Mundaca, see 2.
	
	                   EVENTS 2018

	Monday 14 May
	Darmouth Row Garage opens 

	Tuesday 22 May
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10

	Monday 11 June
	Books moved to Church of the Ascension

	No group meeting in June
	

	Saturday 16 June
	June Book Sale

	Tuesday  26 June
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10

	Saturday 17 November
	November Book Sale


· Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 7.30pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

· Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 
· Book Sale: A Saturday mid-to-late June; the Saturday after Remembrance Sunday in November; both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

· Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 167
     AIBG Contacts
	Position 
	Name 

	Chair 
	Rachel Errington

	Deputy Chair
	Roger Hardwick

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	Geoff Torry

	Treasurer
	Dee Weekes

	Membership
	David Webbe-Wood

	Publicity
	Simon Ware

	AIBG Website
	David Webbe-Wood 
Elisabeth Neumeier

	London Region Representative 
	Vacant

	Newsletter
	Rotating:    

Ken Ryder, 

Ann Hillary, 

Brigitte Hurrell,

Roger Hardwick

Graham Dock
Elisabeth Neumeier


AIBG enquiries: enquiries.aibg@gmail.com
Website: www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich
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