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1. Officers’ Reports
Chair:

Rachel ‘s review 
2017 was another busy year for the group. This is a brief overview of some of the main events. 

Book sales

As everyone knows, the book sales have proven to be a major success over the years and are still very popular amongst our customers. They do require a lot of commitment from all volunteers involved. Generally, I do enjoy the preparation and the days themselves. In 2018 I will hopefully be in a stable job and able to take a day off to help with book collections again. 
June:   Our income on the day was GBP 10,079.68. 
Our campaign was for Iranian dual nationals detained in Iran, and for Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe in particular. Lots of tulips with messages were written and folded and delivered to AIUK. The Ratcliffe family came and Richard gave an objective overview of the legal situation for British dual nationals when requiring assistance in the country of their other nationality. AIBG has been actively involved in campaigning for her release since the family first went to the press. 

The clear-up went well. 

November:  Our income on the day was GBP 3,831.50. 
Our campaign was Write for Rights. 

The clear-up ran very smoothly and took under an hour. Amnesty UK and Happy Fish came with vans to collect. The times of needing a skip to dispose of the books at the end of the sale The new vicar, Anne Bennett, is very supportive of the book sales. 

Accepting payment by credit card has proven to be a success. We have managed to successfully overcome initial difficulties due to a weak signal. 

As always, the book sales are the result of a huge team effort. Most of our customers are regulars and have been coming for years.  

My garage is already half-filled with quality books from the estate of Arthur Boyars, kindly donated by his family. 

Charity lunch (8 October 2017) at Hamilton House

After slow ticket sales the event itself was a success. It raised GBP 1,355 (after expenses). Kate Allen gave an interesting talk on the research Amnesty conducts. The hosts, Brian and Jane, were very complimentary about the group and came to the November book sale. 

AIUK AGM – Chagos Islands resolution

Kinnari Bhatt presented our resolution instructing the AIUK Section to request that the International Secretariat conduct research into the plight of the Chagossians who were removed in 1971 from the Chagos Islands so that the US could establish a military base. The International Secretariat responded in December stating that they acknowledge the forcible eviction of the Chagossian people but is not in a position to campaign on the issue on make specific recommendations about how the forcible eviction should be remedied and the right to return realised as it has not conducted its own research. 

Letter Writing

The monthly letter writing at the Greenwich Tavern continues to be well supported by group members. 

Speakers

August 2017 - Myanmar: Nola Weerwag gave a very good overview of the human rights situation in Myanmar, in particular that of the Rakhine. Sadly their situation seems to have deteriorated since this very informative talk. 
July 2017 - Iran: An Iranian group member gave us a very interesting and informative overview of the situation in Iran and how it has changed over the years. Unfortunately it has not improved with conflicting aims of the two major forces in the country, the Revolutionary Guar and the government. 

May 2017 – LGBTI: Simon chairs the AIUK group. It has significant following and focuses on LGBTI issues worldwide: Chechnya, UK, Taiwan, Japan; Finland was a focus as part of the Write for Rights campaign. 

March 2017 – Guatemala: Courtenay Howe gave an interesting overview of the shocking situation in the country. Human Rights defenders are largely dealing with indigenous peoples’ rights and are themselves often seen as the “enemy within”. 

February 2017 - Matthew Pennycock MP: Unfortunately I missed the meeting because of a funeral. I gather that he gave a very good overview of the global refugee crisis. Local authorities in the UK are often limited in the assistance they can give due to lack of funds provided by central government. 

Campaigning

China: Angela continues to monitor the situation carefully. Amnesty does not always provide its own regular updates. Whilst there have been successes the situation overall continues to be difficult. 

Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe: AIBG members joined various events organised by the Ratcliffe family and AIUK. Her case was also our main campaign at the June Book Sale. We are hopeful that the recent discussions by the UK Foreign Secretary in Iran will prove to be helpful though the current situation in Iran is difficult. 

Central America: We are writing lots of letters. The situation in so many countries in the region continues to be difficult for Human Rights Defenders which is very disappointing. 

Burma: Letters are regularly written, the Myanmar embassy is even known to have responded. 

Colombia: Nancy recently took on the role of campaign coordinator. 40 years of civil war have finally led to peace negotiations between the government and revolutionary groups. 

Write for Rights: Our November book sale campaign and also the bulk of our cards and letters at the November letter writing. 

Other: We support other campaigns, in particular Urgent Actions, mainly by writing letters.  

Winter and Summer Socials

Brigitte’s son (in absentia) hosted the summer social in his house and garden in August. It was a lovely sunny day

Shelagh hosted our annual winter social in her lovely flat with the fire going. We look forward to coming again on 20 January. 

Group committee

A big thank you to everyone on the committee. In particular to David who over the years has taken the role of both Chair and Group Secretary. We wish him all the best for his PhD. 

Treasurer:
David, on behalf of Dee, went through the accounts in detail, copies of which he had circulated.  On Rachel’s suggestions, these are attached to this News Letter.  

It was agreed to donate £700 to the Church of the Ascension and £3,000 to AIUK.

David suggested that we keep a record of the letters we write and to whom they are sent and the replies we receive and, with other interesting things the group does, compile a little booklet which can be handed to interested people. 
The accounts were accepted unanimously and thanks were given to Dee for all the hard work that she does. 
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Other Roles:

(a) Social Media Co-ordinator:
Simon Ware

(b) Newsletter Writers:  Roger Hardwick, Ann Hillary, Graham Dock, Brigitte Hurrell, David Weekes, Elisabeth Neumeier

(c) Membership Secretary:  David Webbe-Wood

(d) Website Manager:  David Webbe-Wood, Elisabeth Neumeier

(e) London Regional Representative:  Vacant.

(f) Booksale Co-ordinator:  There is no one person: it is mostly done on an ad hoc basis, but Brigitte agreed to organise the collections again.

(g) Letter Writing Co-ordinator:  Again, no one person.  Geoff will check on venue, David Webbe –Wood will do the copying and Brigitte will provide stamps and envelopes.

2. Campaign Updates
China:  (1)January main case: Angela reported on health fears for artist poet, Liu Xia, widow of late Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, Liu Xiaobo.  Her depression is regarded as extremely severe and her whereabouts are unknown.  There has been no direct contact since husband’s death in July.  To Herta Muller (2009 Nobel Literature Prize  Laureate) posted on line 9 December 2017, she wrote “I have no right to speak, speak loudly.  I live like a plant.  I lie like a corpse.”
(2) Urgent Action:  for detained 60 yr old H.R. lawyer, Li Yuman, at risk of further torture and other ill-treatment.  Left unconscious and unattended for hours after detention officials poured cold water over her during a bath in freezing weather.

(3) Urgent Action: Prisoner of conscience, Gao Zhisheng, H.R. lawyer, feared to be detained again.  Missing for more than 3 months and whereabouts unknown.
Angela has emailed that she will prepare letters on these 3 cases (she has checked on deadlines).
Central America:  Roger has suggested, as there ere so many items, the report be given as an appendix.  Please see attached AIUK News Letter on Mexico and Central America.
Iran:  No update.  AIUK do not have a country co-ordinator.

Death Penalty:  No update.

Burma!Myanmar:  No update.

3. Future Meetings
Graham mentioned the film on Syria.  After much discussion came the possibility of showing it to a wider audience.  Does anyone know a small venue where it could be screened?

4. AOB
Resolutions to the AIUK AGM:  Rachel reported that the closing date was 7 January 2018.  A representative for the AGM was needed.  Any volunteers?

Winter Social:  7 pm, 20 January, at Shelagh’s.  Phone any officer for details.

	
	                   EVENTS 2018

	Saturday, 20 January
	Winter Social at Shelagh’s

	Tuesday, 23 January
	7.30 Letter Writing at the Greenwich Tavern

	Tuesday, 13 Februay
	7.30 Group Meeting, St. Margaret’s Church Crypt

	7-8th April
	AIUK National Conference and AGM in Swansea

	Saturday, 15th June
	Book sale at the Church of the Ascension (9-5 pm)


Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 7.30pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 
Book Sale: A Saturday mid-to-late June; a Saturday after Remembrance Sunday in November; both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675

	AIBG Contacts

	Position 
	Name 
	Phone 
	E-mail

	Chair 
	Rachel Errington
	
	rerrington852@btinternet.com

	Deputy Chair
	Roger Hardwick
	020 8852 5225
	roger2543@aol.com


	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	Geoff Torry
	
	geoff@torry.org.uk

	Treasurer
	Dee Weekes
	
	weekesdee@hotmail.com

	Membership
	David Webbe-Wood
	020 8244 0995
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com 

	Social Media
	Simon Ware
	
	simontware@gmail.com

	AIBG Website
	David Webbe-Wood
Elisabeth Neumeier 
	
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com
elisabeth.neumeier@gmail.com

	London Region Representative 
	Vacant
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Email List: aibg@googlegroups.com (posts to all subscribed members)

Website: www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich
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