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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich
Newsletter 

October 2017

Group Meeting 10.10.2017


1. Introductions & Apologies.  Newsletter writer: Graham
Geoff in the chair.

2. Action: On Saturday 14th October, it’s the birthday of Amnesty Turkey Director Idil Eser, and Amnesty staff and activists will be joining together to call for her release -  İdil is not a criminal – she is a human rights defender, who is being detained without charge while under investigation for aiding a terrorist organisation. Amnesty are going to draw attention to the absurdity of this by throwing İdil a global birthday party. As our contribution we blew up birthday balloons and posed for a group photo for Simon to put on social media. This photo has already been circulated to the group.
3. Campaign Updates
China: Angela reported that there is good news. WU MINGLIANG (The Wanderer) and PENG HEPING were released on the 22 September. Both men have expressed thanks to the international community for its support.
However, there are two urgent actions for us to focus on this month. Firstly, human rights defender, ZHEN JIANGHUA has been unjustly detained since 2 Septmber 2017 for ‘inciting subversion of state power’. There are real concerns that he is being tortured. Secondly, Former prisoner of concience, GAO ZHISHENG is currently in police custody in Beijing and was last heard from on the 13 August 2017. He is considered to be at high risk of torture. Letters will be prepared on both cases for the 24 October.
Central America: Roger reminded us about the devastating earthquake that hit Mexico on 19 September. Thousands have been made homeless and essential services have not reached some locations. There are reports of poor coordination, illegal commandeering of food and other necessities meant for survivors, and insufficient aid delivered  to many areas, especially in small impoverished communities. 
Preliminary assessments suggest that some of the collapsed structures might have been in breach of building regulations. There will be a letter to the President at the next session.
Three years on and still no coherent explanation of the disappearance of the students at AYOTZINAPA, Tilly delivered 43 roses to the Mexican Ambassador on the 3rd anniversary of the disappearance of the students.
4. Charity Lunch. After an anxious time with a slow start of ticket sales, the lunch turned into an unqualified success. Dee has reported that a full house plus donations has far yielded an income of £1660 to date. Expenses of £304.75 leaves us with a profit of £1355.25 to pass on to AIUK. In the end we received very positive feedback. Perhaps this is best summed up by the following quote from Francoise Rose, Enfield and Barnet Amnesty group, “Thank you so much to your group and to the owners of Hamilton House for organizing yesterday's very successful event. The hospitality and the friendliness of the hosts were amazing. I found  Kate Allen's talk very inspiring and informative - making us want to continue working for Amnesty”. Brian and Jane themselves wrote: “it was terrific that so many came to help and really pitched in and with such a good spirit…the first time we have had any kind of real help when we have held charitable events.” Graham said that the event showed the in depth strength of AIBG and the energy that it brings to activities. Amanda’s friend thought that Kate’s speech alone was worth the ticket price and Roger suggested that we send a thank you card to Kate. Angela already had a card to Brian and Jane for everyone to sign and will bring one for Kate to letter writing.
Photos can be seen/downloaded: https://www.flickr.com/photos/albumdock/sets/72157686978438951 
5. Booksale Saturday 18  We will set up and move the books on Monday 13 November. Nancy will get the church key to open up at 6 pm so that Roger, Geoff and Graham can begin setting up the tables etc. Ann will bring the lable and display board from Olwen’s garage. Nancy is a Zipvan member and has offered to hire and drive a van to help move the books to the church from Rachel’s garage. We will still need cars to help on that evening as well as volunteers to load and unload from 7 pm onwards.
David WW will order Write for Rights materials for the book sale campaign. It was felt that having the Syrian campaign running at the same time would be too complicated. 
Brigitte has arranged for Happy Fish to collect any books left at the end of the sale. In the meantime, Ann has been selling ‘specials’ on Ebay and has, before expenses, made £80 so far! Elisabeth has volunteered to help Ann in the tea room on the day and, as always, homemade cakes and biscuits are welcome from all. 

If needed, we will hold the November group meeting on Tuesday 14 November in the Church of the Ascension while setting out the books. We can all multi-task!
6. Letter writing.  Tuesday 28 November at the Greenwich Tavern, 1 King William’s Walk, SE10.  Letters to David Webbe-Wood by Monday, 27 November, please.
7. Future Meetings.  December, Simon has arranged for Felix Jakens, Head of Campaigns at AIUK to come and talk with us. January is our AGM and for February  Simon has the DVD ‘Syria the disappeared’. Graham offered to look into hiring a full size projector from the Library of Things in South Norwood.
8. AOB
Graham reported that Richard Crosfield,Colombia Country Coordinator, had emailed to say that he would like a new contact in our group. Nancy volunteered and thus gained a record number of halos for a single meeting(.

Geoff drew attention to the Amnesty London Regional Conference on Sat 28th October at the Human Rights Action Centre in Shoreditch. Simon had posted an announcement on Facebook that there would be a demo at 11pm on Wednesday 11 October outside Parliament to show support for Nazanin and Kamal.

David WW has joined Iperial College online AI group and the meeting gave permission to pass on our letters to them. 

Finally, Brigitte has a surplus of homemade jam and will bring them for sale at letter writing. Proceeds to AI

	
	                   EVENTS 2017

	Tuesday 24 October
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10

	Monday 13 November
	Book Sale prep begins at Church of the Ascension

	Tuesday 14 November
	Group meeting 7.30 pm at Church of the Ascension

	Saturday 18 November
	Book Sale (clearance)

	Tuesday 28 November
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10


Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 7.30pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 
Book Sale: A Saturday mid-to-late June; a Saturday after Remembrance Sunday in November; both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675
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