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Campaign updates. 
Burma/Myanmar Several group members had received letters from the Myanmar embassy (3 to Brigitte!). Journalists have been released. AI campaigning about treatment of Rohinga people.

China Angela reported that 6 activists who had been detained after holding a memorial for Nobel prizewinner Liu Xiaobo have been released on bail. 

There is an urgent action about a poet known as the wanderer who has been detained for illegal trading – publishing a poetry anthology celebrating Nobel prizewinner Liu Xiaobo.

In Taiwan an NGO worker is to be tried for subversion. The first time a foreign NGO worker has been prosecuted since a new law was introduced.
Central America (see appendix) Roger reported on ongoing isssues. AI have produced a report on the impact of the Nicaraguan canal project. Danger: Rights for sale. The Interoceanic Grand Canal project in Nicaragua and the erosion of human rights. Please sign this petition urging the Nicaraguan government to repeal Law 840 which gives legal effect to the canal construction as well as guaranteeing genuine and effective consultation to affected communities.

Honduras: Parliament has passed a bill banning child marriage.

Charity Lunch 7th Oct.
Plenty of volunteers for preparation, serving and clearing up.

Ticket sales morose. Agreed that unless 30 sold by Friday 22nd Sept. we would cancel. Everyone urged to twist arms.

A brief for Kate Allen’s talk was agreed. Why AI is still necessary. How research in difficult areas is carried out. Examples of recent AI successes.
Booksale 18th November. 
It was agreed that a donation of £7,000 should be made to AIUK now with a further sum to be agreed after the November sale.

The campaign focus will be the new ‘Write for Rights’ cases.

Monday 13th Nov. 7.00pm. Move books from Rachel’s garage to Church. Agreed that we should hire a van.

Tuesday 14th. 7.30pm. Monthly meeting to be held at Church followed by putting out books.
Ann needs donations of home made cakes on the day. Elisabeth will assist her with refreshments.
Saturday 18th 4.30 pm. Clear up. Helpers required. Surplus books to be collected by Amnesty Bookshop (Zoe to be contacted) and Happy Fish (Brigitte to contact).Anyone offering local donations of books should be asked to bring them to the church on Mon. or Tues.
It was not decided who would set up the Church on Monday 13th. 5.00pm.
Group AGM. January 9th 2018.

There will be a vacancy for Secretary as David Webbe-Wood is standing down because he is starting a PhD.

All posts are up for election so please consider putting your name forward.

Letter writing There will be a session at the Greenwich Tavern on 26th Sept. Please get your letters to David W-W by Sunday 24th and circulate group about which ones you have prepared to avoid duplication.

Roger, Geoff, Elisabeth, Brigitte and Angela have letters.

Future Meetings. February – DVD on Syria’s disappeared.
AOB Brigitte and her son were thanked for hosting an excellent Summer Social at which a card wishing Tilly and Guy all the best was signed.

Mikki has been trying to get more information about a Japaneses citizen detained in China. Nothing heard for 7 months. Geoff suggested contacting AI Australia. Mikki will continue her researches.

Appendix. Mexico and Central America report

MEXICO

Three years on and still no coherent explanation of Ayotzinapa 

Amnesty’s México team in Mexico City is working on new material for the third anniversary of the disappearance of 43 students at Ayotzinapa, which should be available soon.

8,800 people from Central America applied for asylum in Mexico last year, a big increase. The system is flawed, leaving many claimants endangered.

There will be a letter at the next letter writing about action for the families of 72 migrants murdered in Tamaulipas in 2010.

GUATEMALA

Local farmers continue to protest against the Escobal silver mine and a case regarding their licence is ongoing. Tahoe mining had two licences rescinded and groups are calling for this judgement to be put into effect.

The President, Jimmy Morales, is trying to expel the Head of the commission against impunity because the commission is investigating illegal funds received by senor Morales during the presidential campaign.

Defending Rights Defenders is an opportunity to explore how to support rights defenders across Latin America. The event, which takes place on Monday 25 September at 6:30 pm is at ‘The Pub on the River Thames’ between Westminster and Embankment tube stations. For more information and to book a free place: https://enca.org.uk/Defending/
NICARAGUA

Amnesty has released a report on the canal project: Danger: Rights for sale. The Interoceanic Grand Canal project in Nicaragua and the erosion of human rights. Please sign this petition urging the Nicaraguan government to repeal Law 840 which gives legal effect to the canal construction as well as guaranteeing genuine and effective consultation to affected communities.

HONDURAS

Good news. Parliament has passed a bill banning child marriage.

Bad news. The daughter of murdered Honduran environmental Berta Caceres, Bertha Zuñiga, recently survived an attack, her car was forced to stop by a pick-up truck and she was confronted by men with machetes. The truck then tried to force Zuñiga’s car off a cliff while they were escaping. Thankfully, Zuñiga and her colleagues were unharmed in the incident.

EL SALVADOR

Three arrest warrants have been issued against FMLN guerrilla fighters allegedly involved in the killing of two US soldiers in 1981 during El Salvador’s civil war. This comes following the Constitutional Court’s ruling to strike down an Amnesty Law last summer, which prevented prosecutions relating to atrocities commitment during the conflict in which 80,000 people were murdered.
El Salvador’s Supreme Court recently quashed arrest warrants against a group of soldiers wanted in Spain for their alleged role in the 1989 killing of six Jesuit priests during the country’s bloody civil war.  
	
	                   EVENTS 2017

	Tuesday 26th Sept.
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10. 7.30

	Tuesday 10 Oct.
	Group Meeting, St. Margaret’s Crypt. 7.30

	Tuesday 24 Oct.
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10. 7.30

	Tuesday 14 Nov.
	Group Meeting. Church of the Ascension, Dartmouth Row. SE10 8BF

	Saturday 18 November
	Book Sale (clearance)

	Tuesday 28 Nov.
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10. 7.30


Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from Nov) at 7.30pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 
Book Sale: A Saturday mid-to-late June; a Saturday after Remembrance Sunday in November; both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675

	AIBG Contacts

	Position 
	Name 
	Phone 
	E-mail

	Chair 
	Rachel Errington
	
	rerrington852@btinternet.com

	Deputy Chair
	Geoff Torry
	
	

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	David Webbe-Wood
	
	David.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com

	Treasurer
	Dee Weekes
	
	weekesdee@hotmail.com

	Membership
	David Webbe-Wood
	020 8244 0995
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com 

	Publicity
	Simon Ware
	
	simontware@gmail.com

	AIBG Website
	David Webbe-Wood 
	
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com

	London Region Representative 
	Simon Ware
	
	simontware@gmail.com
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Email List: aibg@googlegroups.com (posts to all subscribed members)
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