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1.  Introductions & Apologies.  News Letter writer: Brigitte.

2.Talk by Nola Weerwag, country co-ordinator for South East Asia, on the human rights situation in Myanmar.

Nola spent some time in Myanmar interviewing ex (political) prisoners on the effect of solitary confinement. She was helped by a network of prisoners, the AAPP (Assistant Association of Political Prisoners).

She gave an overview of the recent history of Myanmar from the first protest against the military dictatorship on the 8th of August 1988 when students protested first against the devaluation of the currency.

Since then there has been a gradual improvement of the political situation which culminated in general elections in 2006, when Aung Sang Suu Kyi’s party was allowed to stand and won a land slide victory. However, the military kept 25% of the parliamentary seats, Aung Sang Suu Kyi was only allowed a nominal title and the military kept the the presidency as well as the main ministries such as home, foreign and defence. 

Although Myanmar is a predominantly Buddhist country it is made up of several states which have ethnic majorities such as Rakhine (Muslim) state bordering on Bangladesh, Kochin state bordering on China, Han state bordering on Vietnam, and Karen state bordering on Thailand, all with mixed Muslim, Christian and animistic religions.

Unrest against the still oppressive military regime in these states led to killings of 8 border police in Rakhine state in October 06. The army responded with ruthless clearance operation which resulted in a humanitarian crisis with ca 150 000 people depending on food aid.

In Kachin State a 17 year old cease fire broke down, 98 000 civilians were displaced and the excessive use of land mines by the army has resulted in 65 casualties in the last 6 months alone.

A UN fact finding mission was proposed but the Myanmar Government have refused access to investigators as well as journalists.

A mission led by Kofi Annan was allowed in but only given access to officials, not the victims.

Censorship of the media prevails – any one making contact with organisations in the minority states is prone to arrest and conviction on spurious -grounds.

Amnesty is protesting against such arrests (2 journalists and a newspaper editor) and we are sending letters to the Myanmar Government, Aung Sang Suu Kyi and the embassy in London.

In the meantime Aung Sang Suu Kyi is still trying to promote the peace process and the British Government I supporting it.

Nola devised a letter for Urgent Action on Myanmar which will be ready to sign and send at the next letter writing evening on August 22nd.

3.  Campaign Updates:

China: Angela reported: Six Activists detained for Liu Xaobo Memorial

The Guandong Activists Have been criminally detained on suspicion of ‘assembling a crowd to disturb social order’ after they held an audacious seaside memorial for the deceased Nobel Prise Laureate Liu Xiaobo in Guandong Province.

This was broadcast live by Hong Kong cable TV and uploaded on Chinese social media. It showed an empty chair strewn with flowers and the activists chanting ‘ Liu Xiaobo, Rest in Peace’ as well as slogans asking to free Liu Xia, the laureate’s widow who was also detained.

Mikki found out that NHK, the Japanese equivalent of the BBC reported in Feb of this year that Hideji SuZuki, Chair of the Japan- China Youth Exchange, on a visit to China , was detained in July 16 and charged in Feb 17 of espionage. There has been no report since. She will check with Amnesty Japan about developments.

4. Update on Charity Lunch on October 8th: 

10 volunteers have signed up; Brigitte asked for 50 copies of the leaflet Graham devised, David to bring to the letter writing.

5. Letter writing: Tuesday, Aug 22nd 7.30  at the Greenwich Tavern, King William’s Walk, SE10 (right by the lower Gate of Greenwich Park

Angela on China, Brigitte on Myanmar, others still to be found in the Summer AI magazine. Letters to David Webbe-Wood by Monday, 21 August, please.

6. AOB:
The Origami tulips for Nazanin that Graham and Angela delivered to Farshid to be sent to Nazanin’s parents: Richard, her husband wants to use them for lobbying in September – dilemma over personal messages for Nazanin in those tulips and how to get them to Nazanin.

Dee sent a message that after checking our finances she will recommend how much to send to AIUK.

In past years we sent all the takings from the Summer book sale and kept the money from the November sale for our running costs.

7.  Future Meetings.  
Summer Social: 1-5 p.m, Sunday, 27 August.   Brigitte’s son has offered his garden (and house if it rains).  22 Woolacombe Road, Kidbrooke, SE3 8QH. 
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	Charity Lunch Hamilton House, 14 West Grove SE10

	Saturday 18 November
	Book Sale (clearance)


Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 7.30pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 
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