
A shrinking space for civil society 
To stand up against injustice, w

e depend on 
som

e basic rights. Freedom
 of expression 

enables us to speak out. Freedom
 of 

association allow
s us to team

 up w
ith others 

and take collective action. Freedom
 of 

peaceful assem
bly enables us to take to the 

streets and voice our concerns.

These rights – w
hich belong to all of us – 

are under sustained attack by governm
ents 

on every continent. E
ver-increasing 

surveillance and ever m
ore restrictive law

s 
lim

it space w
e need to defend our rights.

O
ur cam

paign
W

e can’t defend hum
an rights w

ithout 
defending those w

ho stand up against 
injustice. O

ur new
 cam

paign calls on 
governm

ents to: 

• Increase protection and recognition of 
hum

an rights defenders
• Scrap repressive law

s that restrict or 
endanger their w

ork
• Stop silencing peaceful dissent
• R

elease people w
ho have been locked up 

solely for challenging injustice
• R

aise aw
areness of the role and 

im
portance of hum

an rights defenders.   
W

e also w
ant people everyw

here to speak up 
for hum

an rights defenders and for hum
an 

rights. 

W
hat you can do

People like you have a vital role to play in 
the cam

paign. W
e need you to w

rite letters, 
sign petitions, participate in dem

onstrations, 
and spread the w

ord on social m
edia. 

Together w
e can take action alongside 

hum
an rights defenders, to fight injustice 

and build a fairer w
orld.

W
hen w

e do this, change happens. In 
2015, Am

nesty supporters w
rote m

ore than 
394,000 m

essages for jailed B
urm

ese 
student activist Phyoe Phyoe Aung. A court 
then dropped charges against her and she 
w

alked free in April 2016. ‘Thank you very 
m

uch each and every one of you,’ she says. 
‘N

ot just for cam
paigning for m

y release, 
and the release of other prisoners, but for 
helping to keep our hope and our beliefs 
alive.’

ORDINARY PEOPLE, 
EXTRAORDINARY ACHIEVEMENTS
It’s easy to take hum

an rights for granted 
– they seem

 perm
anent and tim

eless. B
ut 

they are the result of struggle, cam
paigning, 

resistance and great courage. And they only 
survive because people around the w

orld 
stand up for them

.

It’s not just the likes of Em
ily Pankhurst, 

R
osa Parks, N

elson M
andela and Chelsea 

M
anning. O

rdinary people from
 all w

alks of 
life are doing extraordinary things. Students, 
com

m
unity leaders, journalists, law

yers, 
teachers, trade unionists, Indigenous 
com

m
unities, farm

ers, environm
ental 

activists, doctors, and m
any others are 

standing up against injustice.

O
ften at great risk to them

selves, they take 
on governm

ents and big corporations. They 
stand up for hum

an rights and dignity for 
all, challenging abuses of pow

er, protecting 
the environm

ent and opposing racism
, 

sexism
 and hom

ophobia. In the face of 
violence, harassm

ent, discrim
ination and 

dem
onisation, they get results. 

W
ithout their courage, our w

orld w
ould be 

less fair, less just and less equal. 

Taking a risk 
Today people w

ho stand up against injustice 
face unprecedented levels of intim

idation 
and attack from

 governm
ents, arm

ed groups 
and businesses around the w

orld. 

They are labelled ‘crim
inals’, ‘foreign 

agents’, ‘terrorists’, and portrayed as threats 
to security, developm

ent or traditional 
values. They face harassm

ent, torture, jail, 
violence and even death – just for daring 
to speak out for w

hat’s right. W
om

en and 
LG

B
TI rights defenders face additional 

threats, including sexual violence and 
defam

ation based on their gender or sexual 
orientation.

At the sam
e tim

e, trade unions are being 
disbanded, new

spapers closed dow
n, social 

m
edia banned, digital activity unlaw

fully 
m

onitored, and peaceful protesters m
et w

ith 
violence. Speaking out for hum

an rights is 
difficult and dangerous – and that’s w

hy w
e 

need hum
an rights defenders.

‘H
um

an rights defenders are 
m

essengers of social change, 
advocates for equality and justice, 
and support for them

 is support 
for a w

orld free of cruelty, hum
an 

suffering and pain.’
D

r M
udaw

i Ibrahim
 Adam

, Sudan 

281
 

hum
an rights defenders killed last 

year, up from
 156 in 2015

Source: Front Line D
efenders

‘It is clear that the authorities are 
using the courts to lock m

e up, 
silence m

y freedom
 of expression 

and break m
y spirit’

Tep Vanny, Cam
bodia
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Afghanistan  

Algeria   

Angola    

Argentina    

Azerbaijan   

Bahamas   
Bahrain   

Bangladesh     

Belarus  

Brazil    

Burundi    

Cambodia   

Cameroon   

Chad   

Chile   

China    

Colombia     

Congo    

Cote d’Ivoire 

Cuba   

Cyprus 

Czech Republic 

DRC    

Dominican Republic  

Ecuador  

Egypt   

El Salvador 
Eritrea 

Ethiopia  

Fiji   

Gambia  

Ghana 

Greece 

Guatemala   

Guinea  

Haiti  

Honduras    

Hungary 

India    

Indonesia   

Iran   
Iraq   Israel and the OPT    

Jordan   

Kazakhstan  

Kenya   

Korea (Republic of)  

Kuwait 

Kyrgyzstan  

Laos 

Lesotho  

Libya   

Madagascar  

Malaysia    
Maldives    

Mauritania  

Mexico    

Mongolia 

Montenegro 

Morocco/Western Sahara 

Mozambique  

Myanmar   

Namibia  

Sri Lanka  

Sudan   

South Sudan   

South Africa  

Nauru   

Zimbabwe  

Yemen  

Vietnam   

Venezuela  

Thailand   

Nepal   

Netherlands 

Nicaragua  

Niger 

Nigeria   

Oman  

Pakistan    Palestinian Authority  

Papua New Guinea  Peru    

Philippines   

Poland  

Puerto Rico 

Qatar 

Russian Federation   

Rwanda 

Saudi Arabia   

Senegal  

Serbia  

Sierra Leone   

Singapore   

Uzbekistan   

Somalia   

Syria    

Tajikistan  

Tanzania   
Timor-Leste  

Togo 

Tunisia  

Turkey   

Uganda  

Ukraine    

UAE  

In 2016, human rights defenders were:

 Killed in at least 22 countries for peacefully 
standing up for human rights

 Threatened or attacked in at least 94 countries

 Arrested or detained in at least 68 countries 
solely for their peaceful work

 Subjected to smear campaigns in at least 63 
countries

Source: Amnesty International Annual Report 2016/17

Act now to speak up for those who speak out for all of us
amnesty.org.uk/defenders

ON THE FRONT LINE 


