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URGENT ACTION

PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE HELD INCOMMUNICADO

Venezuelan prisoner of conscience, Leopoldo Lépez, has been kept incommunicado
since 8 April. He has been placed in solitary confinement for reasons that have not been
disclosed by the authorities. During this time, he has been illegally denied visits from his
lawyer and family.

On 8 April prison authorities denied Leopoldo Lépez’s family the right to visit him, and informed them that he was
currently serving 15 days in solitary confinement. Leopoldo Lopez was last seen on 7 April, and since 8 April his
lawyers and family have been repeatedly denied access to visit him. Leopoldo Lopez’s lawyers were not notified of
the process or decision to place him in solitary confinement, nor of the contents or basis for this decision. As a
result, he has been denied his right to a defence.

Leopoldo Lépez, leader of the opposition party Popular Will (Voluntad Popular), has been in detention since 18
February 2014 at CENAPROMIL (Centro Nacional de Procesados Militares), a military prison in Los Teques, on
the outskirts of the capital, Caracas. He is a prisoner of conscience who must be released immediately and
unconditionally, as his detention is arbitrary, the charges filed against him were never adequately substantiated and
his sentence was clearly politically motivated.

Placing Leopoldo Lopez in solitary confinement is an unlawful way of justifying his incommunicado detention, and
violates his personal integrity and his right to a defence and private and family life. Leopoldo Lépez has been
placed in solitary confinement on numerous occasions, and his lawyers believe that this punishment has been used
systematically against him, which contradicts the exceptional nature of such practice.

Please write immediately in Spanish or your own language:

Demanding the Venezuelan authorities immediately grant Leopoldo Lépez free and private access to his
family and lawyers of his choosing;

Urging them to guarantee his personal safety;

Calling on them to release Leopoldo Lopez immediately and unconditionally, as he is a prisoner of
conscience who was arbitrarily detained and sentenced without any credible evidence against him.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 30 MAY 2017 TO:

Minister of the Interior and Justice Minister of Defense Ombudsperson

Gen. (Ej.) Néstor Luis Reverol Torres Chief General Vladimir Padrino Dr. Tarek William Saab

Ministerio del Interior y Justicia Avenida Fuerte Tiuna, Edif. Sede del Ministerio Av. Urdaneta, Frente El Universal
Urdaneta Esquina de Platanal Edificio del Poder Popular para la Defensa, Financiero Latino, Piso 27

Interior y Justicia Caracas, Distrito Capital, Venezuela Caracas, Venezuela

Despacho del Ministro Email: mppdrrii@gmail.com Fax: +58 212 507 7025

Caracas, Venezuela Twitter: @vladimirpadrino Email: contacto@defensoria.gob.ve
Fax: +58 212 506 1685 Salutation: Dear General/ Sefior Salutation: Dear Ombudsman/ Sefior
Twitter: @NestorReverol General Defensor

Salutation: Dear Minister/ Sefior

Ministro

Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country. HIS EXCELLENCY ROCIO MANEIRO, Embassy of the
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, 1 Cromwell Road SW7 2HW, 020 7584 4206 or 020 7581 2776,Fax 020 7589 8887,
despacho.londres@mppre.gob.ve, embavenezuk@venezlon.co.uk, info@venezlon.co.uk, http://reinounido.embajada.gob.ve/

Please check with your section office if sending appeals after the above date. This is the seventh update of UA 33/14. Further information:
www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr53/2449/2015/en/
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Leopoldo Lépez, the leader of the Venezuelan opposition party Popular Will (Voluntad Popular), surrendered before the
National Guard on 18 February 2014 after leading a protest. He was charged with a series of crimes, including terrorism,
homicide, severe bodily harm, public incitement, damage to property, arson, and conspiracy to commit a crime. He has been
imprisoned ever since.

In August 2014, the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detentions qualified Leopoldo Lépez’s detention as arbitrary
and the High Commissioner for Human Rights demanded his immediate release.

On 13 February 2015, Leopoldo’s cell was raided by prison guards, who broke and damaged some of his personal belongings,
such as photographs and documents, in what was considered an intimidation tactic.

On 10 September 2015, Leopoldo was sentenced to 13 years and nine months in prison for conspiracy, arson, incitement to
commit a crime, and damage to public property. On 13 August 2016, the Appeals Court upheld this ruling.

On 6 December 2016, the Council for the Protection of Children and Youth of the municipality of Chacao ordered the prison
Director to allow visits from his children, which were being denied at the time.
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