
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL GROUP CONSTITUTION FOR GUIDANCE
1.
NAME
The name of the organisation shall be "Amnesty International Cambridge City Local Group", hereinafter "the Group". 
2.
AIMS AND ACCOUNTABILITY
i 
The aims, objectives and methods of the Group shall be those of the UK Section of Amnesty International ("the UK Section").

ii 
The Group shall have power to raise funds on behalf of Amnesty International subject to clause 9 below.

3.
MEMBERSHIP
i 
Membership is open to all persons or bodies who live in or have connections with Cambridge and its surrounding area.

ii 
The Group shall have complete discretion by vote at a Group Meeting to refuse membership of the Group.

iii 
Membership of the Group shall terminate either on the resignation of the member from the Group or withdrawal of membership by the Group under clause 8 below.

4.
GROUP SUBSCRIPTION
i 
The Group shall fix the amount of the subscription payable by all members for membership of the Group. Membership is per calendar year. 
ii 
The Group may only remit all or part of a member's Group subscription by reference to the fact that they are a student or a member of any other class which in the opinion of the Group merits remission.

5.
MEETINGS
i  
The Group may hold Campaign Meetings [heinafter Group Meetings], Committee Meetings, Annual General Meetings and Extraordinary Meetings.

ii 
The activities of the Group shall be determined by Campaign Meetings, which shall be held regularly and which shall be open to all members as well as by the Committee, through meetings or other means of communication.

iii 
Five members shall constitute a quorum at a Group, Commitee or Extraordinary Meeting and twelve at an Annual General Meeting.
iv 
For a Committee or Campaigns Meeting to be valid, at least one of the members holding the office of Chair, Treasurer or Secretary ("the Officers") shall be present.

v 
Minutes of each Meeting shall be kept by the Secretary, or by another member deputising for him/her.

vi 
An Annual General Meeting shall be held every calendar year, and at least a fortnight's notice shall be given to all members which may be through announcement on its website or other means of communication. The main purpose of the Annual General Meeting shall be to elect officers and to receive reports from the Chair and the Treasurer.

vii 
A Group meeting or an Annual General Meeting may decide to call an Extraordinary Meeting for the purpose of conducting certain items of business of which it considers all members of the Group should be notified. At least ten days prior notice shall be given of an Extraordinary General Meeting.

viii 
Subject to Clause 10 below, voting at all Meetings shall be by simple majority.
Ix
Only group members are allowed to cast votes on AIUK resolutions or consultations. 
6.
SUB GROUPS
i 
Sub Groups may be formed and dissolved by a Group Meeting. Their remit shall be determined by the Group Meeting and they shall be accountable to the Group.

ii 
Each Sub Group shall report on its plans and activities to at least each alternate Group Meeting.

iii 
All moneys received by Sub Groups shall be paid to the Group's Treasurer as and when requested by the Treasurer of the Group.

7.
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE
The Group's Officers and Committee shall be elected annually at the AGM. Election may only take place at an AGM except where a vacancy occurs during the course of the year, in which case the Group has power to appoint a replacement until the next AGM.

8.
WITHDRAWAL OF MEMBERSHIP
A Group Meeting may withdraw membership of the Group from any member subject to ratification by the next Annual General Meeting or at an Extraordinary General Meeting.

9.
GROUP FUNDS
All moneys held by the Group shall be held on trust for the UK Section. The Group shall transfer all or part of the moneys which it holds to the UK Section if so directed by the Board of the UK Section.

10.
AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION
A proposal to amend this constitution must be submitted in writing by at least two members of the Group and received by the Secretary not less than one week before the Annual General Meeting or an Extraordinary General Meeting. Amendment requires a two-thirds majority of the members present and voting.

11.
DISSOLUTION
i 
The Group may be dissolved by the procedure provided in Clause 10 above for the amendment of the Constitution, or in the event that at three successive Meetings (each being an Extraordinary or Annual General Meeting called under the procedure above) no quorum is formed, or by a direction from the Board of UK Section.

ii
In the event of dissolution of the Group all remaining funds shall be transferred forthwith to the UK Section.

