BOGNOR CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT AMNESTY GROUP 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   

Sat 13/5 Plant and Book Sale, Emsworth    

Sat 17/6 Aria and Song for Amnesty, Christ Church, Chichester 

Sat 8/7 Pumble 1030 from Boxgrove

Sat 23/9 AmnesTEA, Barnham 
LOCAL AMNESTY NEWSLETTER: APRIL 2017.
LOCAL EVENTS

· Many thanks to all who helped JILLI WEBBER in the Street Collection take a marvellous total of £614.77 for Amnesty. 

· After our AGM, we welcome Margaret Robertson to the committee.

· Our Group is holding our annual PLANT AND BOOK SALE (with Jamnesty stall) on SATURDAY 13 MAY at Emsworth Methodist Hall, The Square, from 10 to 12 noon.  We’d love some help during, before and clearing up afterwards.  Would you be able to run a stall?  Could you donate plants/books/produce and deliver them to the hall?  Could you collect some plants or books from Stansted Park the day before and deliver them to the hall on the Saturday?  If you can help, please email ANN STEWART at dillstew2@hotmail.com .  We are selling all paperbacks at 50p and all hardbacks for £1. BARGAINS!! 

· As usual, there is an exciting and varied programme for the Chichester Festival 2017 (www.festivalofchichester.co.uk) including our very own Aria and Song for Amnesty on 17 June at 7.30 pm at CHRIST CHURCH, Chichester.  Join Rebecca Grove (soprano), Stephanie Peat (mezzo-soprano) and Charlie Wood (tenor), accompanied by Chris Coote, for an evening of beautiful music.

· REFUGEE WEEK will be 19-25 June.  Details of what Amnesty will be doing will be in the next newsletter.

OTHER EVENTS

Over the weekend 8-9 April, Amnesty held its UK AGM in Nottingham.  Did anyone go from our membership?  If you want to know which resolutions passed, please ring me on (01243) 823016.

The South-East region of Amnesty now has a new FACEBOOK page https://www.facebook.com/AmnestySthEast/
Carry on Writing!!!!!!!!!!!!

Bob Dewick
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Amnesty action: campaigns & letter-writing

	This month’s action

	End the horror in Syrians prisons 

	Background to this action
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A shocking new Amnesty International report, Slaughterhouse: mass hanging & extermination in Syrian prisons published on 7th February has exposed the cold-blooded killing of thousands of defenceless prisoners in a notorious Syrian government jail. It finds that up to 13,000 people have been hanged in the past five years, and mass hangings of up to 50 people at a time occur every week, sometimes even twice a week. These mass hangings took place at Saydnaya military prison near Damascus between 2011 and 2015 - and there are clear indications that they are ongoing as part of an extermination strategy pursued by Assad’s forces. 

	What you can do

Take action by sending an e-mail and tell Russia and the USA to use their global influence to ensure that independent prison monitors are allowed in to investigate conditions in Syria’s torture prisons.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/take-action/end-the-horror-in-syrian-prisons/
* Please note that this email will go directly to the US and Russian Governments. 
More resources are available:

Inside Saydnaya (video) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysgnadic3Yo
Testimonies: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/resources/testimonies-life-syrias-saydnaya-prison-human-slaughterhouse 


	Turkey: Eren Keskin – Lawyer faces life imprisonment

	Background to this action

An outspoken defender of human rights for over 30 years, lawyer Eren Keskin has been subjected to death threats, physical attacks and sustained judicial harassment. 
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She has been hauled before the courts more than a hundred times, and convicted on numerous occasions, largely because of her work defending Kurdish rights. In 1995 she served six months in prison for referring to ‘Kurdistan’ in an article, and has also received fines and suspended sentences. 
Eren’s most recent conviction is for ‘Denigrating the Turkish nation’. It relates to a speech accusing the authorities of ‘slaughtering a 12-year-old’ after a father and son were killed in an army operation. In December 2014 she was sentenced to a year in prison, later reduced to 10 months.
After July’s attempted coup – which Amnesty condemns 
– Eren was accused of offences linked to her work with Kurdish newspaper Özgür Gündem, including ‘membership of a terrorist organisation’. If convicted, she could receive a life sentence. 

	What you can do

You may have written to Eren Keskin as an action in the 2016 Write for Rights campaign.  This letter is to the Turkish authorities about her case.

Tell Minister of Justice Bekir Bozdağ that Eren must not be jailed for her human rights work, and to repeal laws that curtail freedom of expression. 
Write to: Bekir Bozdağ Ministry of Justice Adalet Bakanlığı 06659 Ankara Turkey 
Fax: +90 312 417 71 13 or +90 312 419 33 70
Email: ozelkalem@adalet.gov.tr
Twitter: @bybekirbozdag

Salutation: Dear Minister

In your letter: Tell the minister that Eren must not be jailed for her human rights work. Let him know that if convicted under Article 301, Eren would be a prisoner of conscience. Emphasise that Amnesty is an impartial movement campaigning against human rights violations around the world. Condemn July’s coup and call for those responsible to be brought to justice under the rule of law. 


	Join Trump Watch
Since President Trump took office, his hateful rhetoric has quickly become a reality. Attacking women’s rights. Shutting the door to refugees. Discriminating against Muslims. Trampling over indigenous rights. The horror is real but so is the resistance. We are on Trump Watch and are making sure that any policies that violate human rights are challenged. On January 28 President Trump issued an Executive Order blocking refugees and travellers with passports from seven Muslim-majority countries. The ban is cruel, inhumane, and violates international law. 

Since the courts have put this order on hold, we have been hearing that the White House will issue a new order.  It could come at any time so we are ready to respond. Join us and take action and keep an eye on our Facebook and Twitter pages for the most up to date information.


	See www.amnesty.org.uk/bognor-chichesterand-district/about-0 for further information about the group
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