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His Excellency Tahir Taghizadeh
Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan
4 Kensington Court
London

W8 5DL
[DATE]
Your Excellency,

RE: Bayram Mammadov and Giyas Ibrahimov
I am writing to you concerning the case of Bayram Mammadov and Giyas Ibrahimov, the 21 and 22-year-old students in Azerbaijan who were arrested shortly after spraying political graffiti on a statue of former President Heydar Aliyev. They were falsely accused of drug possession and have been charged on these sham accusations. Now, they have been jailed for ten years. Both Mammadov and Ibrahimov are prisoners of conscience arrested on fabricated criminal charges which have been brought against them in connection with their public political protest. The charges against them are based on confessions apparently given after they had been beaten, threatened with rape and publicly humiliated. Both Mammadov and Ibrahimov retracted their confessions in front of a judge.
The arrest of Bayram Mammadov and Giyas Ibrahimov demonstrate that the human rights crackdown in Azerbaijan continues unabated despite the releases of some prisoners of conscience earlier this year. We are concerned about the Azerbaijani authorities’ failure to respect their international obligations to protect the rights to freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly. As the Azerbaijani Ambassador here in London, you are best placed to raise these issues with the authorities in Azerbaijan.
I am calling on you to urge the President to ensure that: 

· Bayram Mammadov and Giyas Ibrahimov are immediately released and the false drug-related charges brought against them are dropped.
· An effective, prompt and impartial investigation is carried out into Bayram Mammadov’s and Giyas Ibrahimov’s allegations of torture and other ill-treatment and the fabrication of drug charges, and that those responsible are brought to justice in fair legal proceedings.

· the government of Azerbaijan fully respects and protects the rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly, and that everyone can enjoy these, in conformity with Azerbaijan’s obligations under Articles 10 and 11 of the European Convention on Human Rights;
I look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,
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