BOGNOR CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT AMNESTY GROUP 

LOCAL AMNESTY NEWSLETTER: DECEMBER 2016.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Sat – Sun 3/12, 4/12 Amnesty Christmas tree, St George’s Church, Chichester 

Sat 10/12 Human Rights Day table, Cathedral Green, Chichester 

Sat 4/3/17 South-East regional AGM, Guildford 

Tues 21/3/17 Group AGM Chichester

LOCAL EVENTS

Thanks to all who came to the Letterwriting Evening and to the wonderful ARIAS FOR AMNESTY concert on 30/10. Many thanks are due to Rebecca Grove and all the others who laid on such a good afternoon of music and cakes. A net £500 was raised for Amnesty. STOP PRESS!! A concert on the same lines has been booked for St John’s Church, Chichester, for June 18th 2017 – more details later.

St George’s Church in Cleveland Road, Chichester, as in previous years, is hosting an AMNESTY CHRISTMAS TREE as part of its Christmas Tree Festival and Market 3rd-4th December. Our tree highlights the Write For Rights campaign. Live music Saturday evening.
HUMAN RIGHTS DAY, SATURDAY 10/12. The Chapter have kindly allowed us to have a PUBLICITY TABLE on the Cathedral Green near the Cross to WRITE FOR RIGHTS, 10am till noon – or until we have got the public to sign all our cards. We are concentrating on prisoners in IRAN and CAMEROON. Please contact me for details and to volunteer (01243) 823016. I am enclosing the leaflet to those who get a postal newsletter; there are still some leaflets to spare.
NATIONAL AMNESTY EVENTS

Have you seen the Amnesty advertisements to save the Human Rights Act? We may be campaigning in the New Year.

An Amnesty Twitter account has been set up for the whole South-East Region @amnestystheast – contact me for details.

I have October’s update from the Chair of Amnesty UK – contact me.

Compliments of the Season to all our writers!!!

Bob Dewick
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Amnesty action: campaigns & letter-writing

	This month’s actions

	Write for Rights 2016

	Background to this action

Every year, Amnesty runs Write for Rights, a campaign over November and December where we encourage you to write messages of support to people around the world who have suffered injustice, and show you how to support their campaigns for justice.

Amnesty runs this campaign every year because we know it works https://www.amnesty.org.uk/why-write-rights-works

	What you can do

· If you receive an email newsletter, you need to go to: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/write-rights-2016
· You can either download the campaign booklet, or work from the links (you will need to browse further down the page to find these): write a message of solidarity to the people or groups highlighted in each case.

· Online you can also find address labels and suggested messages for each of the cases highlighted.
· If you receive a posted newsletter, you will have the campaign booklet enclosed with your newsletter.

Please ensure that you complete your action by the end of December.



	TEXAS, USA: Mental competence at issue as execution set 

	Background to this action
John Battaglia, aged 61, is scheduled to be executed in Texas on 7 December. He was sentenced to death for killing his two young daughters in 2001. Three psychologists have concluded that a delusional disorder renders him incompetent for execution. On 18 November, a Texas judge ruled that he is feigning mental illness and can be executed.
In April 2002, a Dallas County jury convicted John Battaglia of killing his six- and nine-year-old daughters on 2 May 2001. According to the state’s evidence at trial, he was on probation for violence against his estranged wife, the girls’ mother, and the murders were revenge against her for threatening to have his probation revoked. The girls, at his home for a visit, were shot while their mother was on the phone with them. Three mental health experts testified for the defence, and one for the prosecution, that John Battaglia suffered from bipolar disorder.
Further details about the case can be found here: www.amnesty.org.uk/resources/ 


	What you can do

PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 7 DEC 2016

Please write immediately, including inmate number #999412 in your appeals:
· Call for the execution of John Battaglia to be stopped and for his death sentence to be commuted;

· Note that three psychologists have found he has a delusional disorder that leaves him without a rational understanding of his impending execution;

· Explain that you do not wish to downplay the seriousness of the crime or deny the suffering caused.

Clemency Section, Board of Pardons and Paroles
8610 Shoal Creek Blvd., Austin, Texas 78757-681, USA

Email: bpp-pio@tdcj.state.tx.us
Salutation: Dear Board members
His Excellency The Honourable Matthew Barzun, American Embassy, 24 Grosvenor Square, London W1A 6AE

Salutation: Your Excellency.

	Save the Human Rights Act

	Background to this action

The Human Rights Act helps us hold authorities to account when things go wrong.
People like you: Celia Peachey. Gary McKinnon. Jan Sutton. Frank and Janet Robinson. 
The Act helped Celia Peachey get justice for her mum Maria. It saved Gary McKinnon from extradition to the USA. It gave Jan Sutton the strength to fight for a better quality of life. And it enabled Frank and Janet Robinson to uncover the truth about why their son John died.
The Human Rights Act gives ordinary people power and protection.
When 96 people lost their lives in a crush at Hillsborough football ground in 1989, the fans were blamed. The Human Rights Act enabled the families of those who died to tell their loved ones’ stories and to reveal the truth: that mistakes made by the police and others led to their deaths.
On Good Friday in 1998, something amazing happened. An agreement was signed that finally brought peace to Northern Ireland after 30 years of bitter conflict.
The Human Rights Act is at the core of that deal – it helped to build trust, integrity and reconciliation after three decades of bloodshed.
What you can do

· Don’t let the government turn universal freedoms into privileges for a chosen few.  Call on the Justice Secretary Liz Truss to save the Human Rights Act. https://savetheact.uk


	www.amnesty.org.uk/bognor for further information about the Bognor Regis, Chichester & District group
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