BOGNOR CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT AMNESTY GROUP 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   

Sun 30/10 afternoon: Arias for Amnesty, Christ Church, Chichester         

Fri 04/11 Letter-writing Evening, 120 Whyke Road, Chichester      

Sat 10/12 Human Rights Day table, Cathedral Green, Chichester
LOCAL AMNESTY NEWSLETTER: OCTOBER 2016.
LOCAL EVENTS

SUNDAY 30/10/16, 2.30 pm, Aria and Song for Amnesty, CHRIST CHURCH, Old Market Avenue, Chichester PO19 1SW.  Admission free, but donations all go to Amnesty. Aria, Lieder, French and English song by Rebecca Grove (soprano), Stephanie Peat (Mezzo-Soprano) and Charlie Wood (Tenor). Contact me for more details.  An afternoon of beautiful music accompanied by Chris Coote, with an interval for tea, coffee, jam, and home-made CAKES.  Very limited car space at the venue, so please park in the nearby car parks http://www.chichester.gov.uk/carparkmap
FRIDAY 04/11.  Letter-writing evening at Stephanie Carn’s, 120 Whyke Road, Chichester PO19 8JG, which probably will involve either the Write for Rights Campaign or writing in defence of the Human Rights Act.  Please ring Stephanie Carn to book a place and get details on (01243) 533393.

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY, SATURDAY 10/12.  The Chapter have kindly allowed us to have a PUBLICITY TABLE on the Cathedral Green near the Cross to Write for Rights, 10am till noon – or until we have got the public to sign all our cards.  Please contact me for details and to volunteer (01243) 823016.

OTHER AMNESTY EVENTS

UK Amnesty will start Write for Rights with a launch involving Albert Woodfox (freed this February) and Robert King, plus Richard Ratcliffe, the husband of Nazanin Zaghani Ratcliffe. 7pm at the Human Rights Action Centre, London.  RSVP by 14/10.  Contact me for details.

OTHER LOCAL EVENTS

The UNA are giving a talk and discussion with Gulwali PASSARLAY, ex-refugee, on TRAFFICKING OF CHILDREN AND CHILD REFUGEES in the Chapel, University of Chichester PO19 6PE, 7pm on SATURDAY 26/11: £7 except for students (includes refreshments).  Book to reserve your seat unachichester.org.uk or email Viv Williams at viv.williams@unachichester.org.uk or phone him (01243) 378353
Carry on Writing!!!!!!!!!!!!    
                                                                 Bob Dewick
[image: image1.emf]

Amnesty action: campaigns & letter-writing

	This month’s action

	FALUN GONG PRACTITIONER SAID TO HAVE BEEN TORTURED IN DETENTION

	Background to this action

Falun Gong practitioner Chen Huixia was unable to stand or walk after being tortured, according to a fellow detainee. Suffering from chronic illness and poor health, she currently has no access to her family or a lawyer.

Chen Huixia, along with eight other Falun Gong practitioners, was taken away by police in Shijiazhuang Municipality, Hebei Province, on 3 June 2016. Her family was only notified on 16 July that she was being criminally detained in the Shijiazhuang Municipal No. 2 Detention Centre on the suspicion of “using an evil cult to undermine law enforcement”.

A Falun Gong practitioner who was taken away with Chen Huixia, but has since been released, told her daughter that Chen Huixia, 59, had been strapped to a chair with metal bars and tortured to the point of being unable to stand or walk. She was further subjected to “brainwashing” sessions to get her to renounce her belief.

Chen Huixia’s nephew visited the detention centre on 12 August but was prevented from seeing her. One of the lawyers that was approached by her relatives, which include a judge and a police officer, said that the authorities would not allow him to take the case. No direct contact has been made with Chen Huixia since June and without any access to a lawyer, her family fear for her well-being.
	What you can do

Please write:
· Urging the authorities to immediately and unconditionally release Chen Huixia, as she has been detained solely for exercising the right to freedom of belief and expression.

· Urging the authorities to ensure that while detained, Chen Huixia is protected from torture or other ill-treatment, and that her treatment is in accordance with the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules).

· Pending her release, urging the authorities to ensure that she has prompt, regular and unrestricted access to her family and lawyers of her choice, and medical care on request or as necessary.
Director of Shijiazhuang Municipal No. 2 Detention Centre
Shijiazhuang Shi Dier Kanshousuo

Zhaoling Lu, Changan Qu,

Shijiazhuang Shi

Hebei Sheng, 050000

People’s Republic of China

Salutation: Dear Director
Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to the UK:

HIS EXCELLENCY MR LIU XIAOMING, Embassy of the People's Republic of China, 49-51 Portland Place W1B 1JL, 020 7299 4049, press_uk@mfa.gov.cn


	Refugee Campaign ‘I Welcome’ update

	Amnesty helped mark the launch of the global I Welcome refugees campaign with Refugees Welcome events in London, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Belfast on 17 September, two days before a major United Nations meeting in New York. It was fantastic to see so many activists from across the country support these events, either in person, or through the personalised placards carried by others on behalf of those that couldn’t make it.

· [image: image2.wmf]For information on the march please see here 

· For News and Update on the outcome of the UN Refugee Summit and the ‘Obama Summit’ in New York, see here 


	Update on last month’s action: Aser Mohamed, Egypt

Here is an update on Aser Mohamed from the MENA (Middle East & North Africa) team: 
Aser Mohamed is held in the Central Security Forces Camp, Kilo 10.5, on the Cairo-Alexandria desert road. He is only held with minors.
He’s not in a good state mentally. He’s quite low. His close friend’s father passed away recently, and he is upset that he cannot be near him. 
Yesterday, Aser’s mother and sister went to visit him. It takes them between 1 hour and 15 minutes to 1 hour and a half to get to Aser’s place of detention. Once they arrive, it took about 45 minutes for the security forces to search them and the items they brought for Aser: food and clean clothing. And once they finally got to Aser, the visit was only for 5 to 7 minutes! Just enough time to check on him quickly, his sister said. 
The next court hearing is on 8 October. The family is not allowed inside the courtroom, only the lawyer.
Please continue to take action on behalf of Aser Mohamed - a minor tortured to confess!
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde12/4709/2016/en/

	www.amnesty.org.uk/bognor for further information about the Bognor Regis, Chichester & District group
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