BOGNOR CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT AMNESTY GROUP 

LOCAL AMNESTY NEWSLETTER: SEPTEMBER 2016

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sun 30/10 afternoon: Arias for Amnesty, Christ Church, Chichester 

Sat 10/12 Human Rights Day table, Cathedral Green, Chichester

Many thanks to the members who went on the PUMBLE, the memorial event (now on YouTube) for Judy Box, and the Barnham AmnesTEA – the last made £191.71 (£43.50 raffle, £45.80 Jamnesty, £102.41 donations). Many thanks to Kath, Margaret and the hostess Maggie.

LOCAL EVENTS

SUNDAY 30/10/16, 2.30 pm, Aria and Song for Amnesty, CHRIST CHURCH, Old Market Avenue, Chichester PO19 1SW. Admission free, but donations all go to Amnesty. Aria, Lieder, French and English song by Rebecca Grove (soprano), Stephanie Peat (Mezzo-Soprano) and Charlie Wood (Tenor). An afternoon of beautiful music accompanied by Chris Coote, with an interval for tea, coffee and home-made CAKES. Very limited car space at the venue, so please park in the nearby car parks http://www.chichester.gov.uk/carparkmap
Mark Stables, a member of our Group, will be visiting Calais and Dunkirk in October. He is hoping to take along the following things for the refugees there:-

· Board games like backgammon, chess, draughts, dominoes

· Children’s books, games, and puzzles

If you can donate, please contact Mark on sussexsaddlebacks@gmail.com or (01243) 782240 or 07544278312

OTHER AMNESTY EVENTS
Many thanks to those who signed our PLACARD for the REFUGEE CAMPAIGN, which has been sent to Amnesty HQ to present at the demonstration for refugees on SATURDAY 17/9. 
There is an Amnesty refugee skillshare training day in London on 22/10 –contact me.

There is a consultation on UK Amnesty’s draft rules – contact me for details.

Carry on Writing!!!!!!!!!!!!
Bob Dewick
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Amnesty action: campaigns & letter-writing

	This month’s action

	Egypt: 14-year-old boy tortured to confess: Aser Mohamed

	Background to this action

Egypt’s National Security Agency subjected 14-year-old Aser Mohamed to enforced disappearance for 34 days. The boy claims that he was tortured and ill-treated to confess to offences he did not commit. He is at risk of an unfair trial based on his “confessions” obtained under torture. If convicted he could face up to 15 years imprisonment.

On 12 January National Security Agency (NSA) officers detained Aser Mohamed in an early morning raid on his family home in the 6th October district of Cairo. The agents, who failed to produce an arrest or search warrant, told his family they intended to take Aser Mohamed away for brief questioning. They refused to say where they were taking him, and for the next 34 days the authorities denied they were holding Aser Mohamed each time his family and lawyers inquired about his whereabouts in prisons, police stations and at the Public Prosecutor’s office. Aser Mohamed appeared on 15 February before the Supreme State Security Prosecution in New Cairo for questioning without the presence of his lawyer. He was only allowed to call his family and lawyer after he was questioned by the prosecutor. 
Aser Mohamed faces a string of charges including belonging to the banned Muslim Brotherhood group and attacking a hotel. The charges against him were based on his “confessions” that he says were obtained under torture by the NSA during the 34 days of unlawful detention. Aser Mohamed told the prosecutor that he had been tortured to confess to these offences including by being given electric shocks and suspended from his limbs for long hours. However, the prosecutor did not open an investigation into the allegations of torture and enforced disappearance. Instead Aser Mohamed says that the prosecutor threatened that he would send him back to the NSA to face further torture if he tried to retract his confessions. The prosecutor then ordered Aser Mohamed’s pre- trial detention in contravention of Egyptian laws that prohibits pre-trial detention for children under the age of 15. Aser Mohamed was referred to trial in August. The court held the first hearing on 6 August and then postponed the hearing to 15 August and again to 8 October. If convicted Aser Mohamed could face up to 15 years imprisonment. He is currently held at the Talbeya police station in Giza, in inhumane detention conditions. He is held with 12 detainees in a 4x6 meters cell. He is not allowed out of the cell. His family has not been able to visit him since 2 August. 


	What you can do

Please adapt the letter and write on behalf of Aser Mohamed 

Office of the Public Prosecutor 
Madinat al-Rehab 
New Cairo, 
Arab Republic of Egypt

Dear Counsellor
14 year old Aser Mohamed disappeared and tortured.

I am writing concerning the detention of Aser Mohamed by National Security Agency officers on 12 January 2016 in a raid on his home. He was held in an unspecified location for 34 days during which “confessions” were extracted under torture. He was charged with these “crimes” including attacking an hotel and belonging to the Muslim Brotherhood. He was threatened by the Prosecutor that if he retracted these confession he would be returned to the National Security Agency for more ill-treatment. The Prosecutor was not prepared to investigate the claims of torture.
Despite a law that prohibits pre-trial detention for children under the age of 15, a trial Aser Mohamed’s detention was extended for a further 15 days and his trial been ordered for 8 October.
I would urge the authorities to release Aser Mohamed as his detention is unlawful and allow him access to a lawyer and his family.  Meanwhile the claims of torture should be investigated and if found valid those responsible be brought to justice.
Yours sincerely
If possible, please send copies to:

Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar, Ministry of Interior,  Fifth Settlement, New Cairo, Egypt

Email: center@moi.gov.eg or E.HumanRightsSector@moi.gov.eg 

Twitter: @moiegy 
Salutation: Your Excellency 

Deputy Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs for Human Rights Laila Bahaa Eldin, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Corniche el-Nile, Cairo, Egypt. Fax: +202 2574 9713 Email: contact.us@mfa.gov.eg
HE Nasser Ahmed Kamel Ali, 26 South Street, LONDON W1K 1DW.
Salutation: Your Excellency



	Further background on the current situation in Egypt

Amnesty International has documented numerous cases where the NSA of the Ministry of Interior has used enforced disappearances to deter opposition and to prevent peaceful dissent. At least three to four people disappear each day across the country. The rise of enforced disappearance has coincided with the appointment of the Minister of Interior, Magdy Abd el- Ghaffar, who is a long serving officer under the State Security Investigations service, which is the secret police under former President Hosni Mubarak responsible for abductions, torture and other crimes under international law and serious human rights violations. For further information please refer to Amnesty International’s latest report and press release on Egypt which feature Aser Mohamed’s case. The report published on 13 July and titled “Hundreds disappeared and tortured amid wave of brutal repression” is available at: https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/07/egypt-hundreds-disappeared-and-tortured-amid- wave-of-brutal-repression/


	www.amnesty.org.uk/bognor for further information about the Bognor Regis, Chichester & District group
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