BOGNOR CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT AMNESTY GROUP 

LOCAL AMNESTY NEWSLETTER: MAY 2016
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Sat 14/05: Plant and Book Sale, Emsworth

Sat 23/07: Pumble (=Pub raMBLE), weather permitting

Sat 06/08: Tribute to JUDY BOX, Bosham

Sat 03/09: AmnesTEA, Barnham

Sun 30/10: Arias for Amnesty, Christ Church, Chichester
Many thanks to those who came to the DEATH PENALTY meeting to hear Peter Hodgkinson’s very personal experiences and views.

LOCAL AMNESTY EVENTS

BOOK, PLANT, AND PRODUCE SALE , featuring JAMNESTY, at Methodist Hall, the Square, Emsworth, SATURDAY 14/05, from 10 am till noon but we shall need HELP!!!!! before and afterwards.   Contact ANN STEWART on dillstew2@hotmail.com .  Donations accepted from 9 am on the day; any book donations you want me to pick up, please ring (01243) 823016.

We are keeping June free to campaign against any government plan to destroy the HUMAN RIGHTS ACT, but in the meantime, feel free to write to our MPs explaining why it should be left alone.

I am organising a PUMBLE for Saturday 23/07, accessible by bus; ring me on (01243) 823016 for details. 

Dave Box and others are organising a tribute to the late JUDY BOX in the afternoon of 06/08, and the summer ends with a lunchtime AmnesTEA (more coffee!) in Barnham – full details in later newsletters. 

NATIONAL AMNESTY EVENTS:

 20-26 June, REFUGEE WEEK, with World Refugee Day 20/06.
Carry on Writing!!!!!!!!!!!!        
BOB DEWICK                                                                                                                                                                                                    
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Amnesty action: campaigns & letter-writing

	This month’s action

	AZERBAIJAN: Prisoners of Conscience / Individuals at Risk: Khadija Ismayilova

	Background to this action

[image: image2.wmf]Khadija Ismayilova was locked up by the Azerbaijani authorities for exposing corruption. She is a prisoner of conscience and must be released immediately. 

Khadija Ismayilova is an award-winning Azerbaijani investigative journalist and an outspoken government critic. She has published numerous articles exposing human rights violations and corruption at the highest levels in the country. The authorities punished her first by running a prolonged and retaliatory smear campaign in the state-controlled media and later by bringing trumped-up criminal charges against her, including tax evasion, embezzlement and illegal business.
 Khadija was detained on 5 December 2014 and was sentenced to seven-and-a-half years of imprisonment on 1 September 2015. The trial, which took place in Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, was supposedly open, but on several occasions observers were not allowed into the courtroom. 
The Azeri authorities are very sensitive to public criticism of their human rights record. Generating media attention is an important way to bring pressure on the regime to release political prisoners. On June 19th, Baku will be hosting the European Grand Prix. This will be a great opportunity to generate media attention in your area. 

	What you can do

· Call for Khadija’s release. 
Please write to the President asking him for the Immediate and unconditionally release of Khadija Ismayilova and allow Khadija to continue her journalistic investigation’s unimpeded. 
President Ilham Aliyev
Office of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
18 Istiqlaliyyat Avenue
Baku, AZ 1066
Azerbaijan 

Salutation: Dear President

· Show Solidarity. 
Support Khadija or her mother Elmira Ismayilova with a solidarity action. You can send these to the Amnesty office C/O the IAR Team (Amnesty International UK, Human Rights Action Centre, 17-25 New Inn Yard, London, EC2A 3EA), or you can send them direct: 
Khadija Ismayilova's address: 
Khadija Ismayilova, Baki Investigation Isolator (Kurdakhany Detention Facility) Sabunchu District, Zabrat 2 settlement, AZ1104, Azerbaijan 
To contact Khadija’s mother, or if you would like her to hand deliver your messages of solidarity, please send them to the IAR team at Amnesty International UK (address above) and Amnesty will get them to her, as she has requested her address be kept private. 
Suggested messages: 
"Biz sizinləyik" (“we are with you” in Azerbaijani) 
"Möhkəm ol" (“stay strong” in Azerbaijani) 
· Raise Publicity.

The Azerbaijan government is very sensitive to public criticism, especially of its human rights record, and in relation to the president in particular. On 19 June, the European grand prix will be staged in Baku. This is an excellent opportunity to raise Khadija’s case in your local area. 
Around the time of the Grand Prix, you can write a letter to the editor of your local paper, or to a national title. Key points to make: 
· The European GP is happening in Azerbaijan on 19 June which will be a great spectacle. 
· However, there are many people unable to witness the action, including those locked up simply for expression their opinion or for criticising the government. People like Khadija Ismayilova. 
· The Azerbaijani authorities love to use these major international moments to show that they are open for business and to gloss over their terrible human rights record. 
· We want to remind the world that this regime is not all about glitz and glamour, but about severe restrictions on basic human rights. 
· Call on President Ilham Aliyev to release Khadija and all other Prisoners of Conscience immediately and unconditionally, and to respect and protect the right to freedom of expression. 


	Malawi: stop ritual murders of people with albinism

	Background to this action
Two-year-old Whitney was abducted from her bed while she was sleeping in April. Baby Whitney’s skull, teeth and clothes were later discovered in a neighbouring village. Her brutal murder follows that of 9-year-old Harry, snatched from his home in February and found beheaded soon after.
Whitney and Harry were targeted because they have albinism. Thousands of people with albinism – particularly children – are at huge risk of abduction and killings in Malawi, where their body parts are sold for witchcraft. The abductions are on the rise. Call on Malawi’s government to step in and stop this brutality.
	What you can do

Please sign the online petition here:

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/malawi-stop-ritual-murder-abduction-albinism-witchcraft
Sorry - there is currently no written action for this.

	www.amnesty.org.uk/bognor for further information about the Bognor Regis, Chichester & District group
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