BOGNOR CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT AMNESTY GROUP 

LOCAL AMNESTY NEWSLETTER: APRIL 2016
Many thanks to those who came to our AGM and welcome to the new committee (same as the old one!) and our new programme for 2016-17.  Many thanks to Jilli Webber and all of you who helped with the STREET COLLECTION on 19/3; this made £323.39.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY    

TUES 12/4 Death Penalty in Chichester  

SAT 14/5 Plant and Book Sale, Emsworth

I am sorry to tell you of the death of one of our founder-members, JUDY BOX, who died on March 21st and was cremated on April 1st.  It was at her house that I began working for Amnesty, and over the years she has been a great support to our Group, building on her many contacts in theatre and opera to organise fundraising events.  I hope to be sending a tribute to the national Amnesty magazine.

LOCAL AMNESTY EVENTS

TUESDAY 12/4, 7.30 pm, Friends’ Meeting House, Priory Road, CHICHESTER.  We welcome Peter Hodgkinson OBE to discuss capital punishment.  He is a leading academic globally on the subject, and was the Council of Europe expert on it, as well as a Foreign Office advisor. He will address the traditional debate as well as focussing on issues given too little attention, including the needs of families of victims and offenders, alternative sentencing, supporting local initiatives and engaging with those who support the DP.  Free! Refreshments!!   

BOOK, PLANT, AND PRODUCE SALE , featuring JAMNESTY, at Methodist Hall, the Square, Emsworth, SATURDAY 14/5, from 10 am till noon but we shall need HELP!!!!! before and afterwards.   Contact ANN STEWART on dillstew2@hotmail.com  Donations accepted from 9 am on the day; any book donations you want me to pick up, please ring (01243) 823016.

I hope to be organising another PUMBLE in July, or perhaps August.  Which pub(s) would you like me to hook this onto?  We also hope to have an October CONCERT.  Would anyone like to host a LETTER-WRITING EVENING?   

NATIONAL AMNESTY EVENTS:

National Amnesty AGM , Nottingham, 9/10 April.  

Amnesty is still waiting to see whether the government will carry out its threat to repeal the HUMAN RIGHTS ACT; stand ready to write!
                                                                                                .
Carry on Writing!!!!!!!!!!!!         BOB DEWICK   
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Amnesty action: campaigns & letter-writing

	This month’s action

	Free Phyoe Phyoe Aung in Burma

	Background to this action
[image: image2.wmf]Phyoe Phyoe Aung is a young activist and Secretary General of the All Burma Federation Student Union (ABFSU) – one of the largest students unions in Burma. She has been in prison along with 50 other students and protesters since 10 March 2015 after being arrested during a student protest against the newly adopted National Education Law, which students say curtails academic freedom. Phyoe Phyoe was arrested purely for expressing her opinion; she is a prisoner of conscience.
We’re picking this case up again because, on April 1st, Htin Kyaw will take office as the first democratically elected president of Burma for more than 50 years. He is a member of the same party as Aung Sun Suu Kyi - The National League for Democracy. Their party has publicly stated that they want to release all political prisoners as soon as possible.
April 1st and the following weeks is an important opportunity to put pressure on the new government to deliver real human rights change and ensure that any prisoner release includes Phyoe Phyoe Aung and the other peaceful students. Activists and human rights defenders have a vital role to play in shaping Burma’s future at this critical juncture. They will be unable to do so if they are locked up, or at constant risk of arrest for expressing their views.
	What you can do

1. Please write appeals to President Htin Kyaw calling on him to:
·  Immediately and unconditionally release Phyoe Phyoe Aung and all the other students and their supporters detained simply for their peaceful protests. 
· Ensure that pending their release, Phyoe Phyoe Aung and the other students are not tortured or otherwise ill-treated, nor transferred to remote prisons, have regular access to family members and a lawyer of their choice and are provided with any medical treatment they require. 
· Repeal all laws restricting the rights to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly to comply with international human rights laws and standards. 
Other messages you can include: 
· Htin Kyaw you have the chance to break with 50 years of history and lead Myanmar to a brighter future. Free Phyoe Phyoe Aung and all peaceful student protestors now. 
· Htin Kyaw, the world is standing with Myanmar. Free Phyoe Phyoe Aung and all peaceful protestors immediately and unconditionally. 
Send appeals to: 
President Htin Kyaw, President’s Office, Office No.18, Nay Pyi Taw, REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR 

Salutation: Your Excellency 
2. Show solidarity with a picture: Post a photo to Twitter of you, your group, as well as other students/activists with the hashtag #ReleaseMyanmarPeacefulStudents. Use the symbol of a key to represent unlocking of students, rights and freedom. Be as creative as you like with the images. You could take pictures outside academic buildings, or famous landmarks. You can use the hashtag and post it to this Facebook page. The campaign team is in direct contact with students in Myanmar and will directly share all the solidarity messages posted on the Facebook page with them. 


	Update on Egypt: Mahmoud Hussein, arrested in Egypt for his t-shirt

	Good news! Mahmoud released

A huge thank you to everyone that took action – Mahmoud was finally freed on Friday 25 March after a court upheld his release. He has now been reunited with his family. 

This is great news but Mahmoud should never have spent a single day behind bars and Amnesty continue to call on Egypt to drop all charges against him.

Read more here: https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/03/teen-who-challenged-torture-in-egypt-released-after-more-than-two-years/


	Update: Refugee and Migrant Rights

	In September Amnesty will be launching a new global campaign on refugee and migrant’s rights. Our International Secretariat is currently developing the strategy for the Amnesty movement and over the summer will be developed the strategy and plans for Amnesty UK. In the meantime you can take action for refugees and migrants here: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues/Refugees%252C-migrants-and-asylum
and learn more about the issues. 
There are also two Urgent Actions, one on Greece-Macedonia: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/sites/default/files/ua04816.pdf
and one on a Syrian detained in Turkey:  https://www.amnesty.org.uk/sites/default/files/fi04516_1.pdf


	www.amnesty.org.uk/bognor for further information about the Bognor Regis, Chichester & District group
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