BOGNOR CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT AMNESTY GROUP 

 LOCAL AMNESTY NEWSLETTER: FEBRUARY 2016
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

WED 16/03/16 Group AGM, School of Music, Sudley Road,  Bognor, 7.30 pm  

SAT 19/03/16 Street Collection, Chichester    

TUES 12/04/16 Death Penalty in Chichester       

SAT 14/05/16 Plant and Book Sale, Emsworth
I’m sorry to tell you of the death of one of our longest-serving members, MERVYN STACEY, on 6/2/16, aged 86.

LOCAL AMNESTY EVENTS

AGENDA FOR GROUP AGM, WEDNESDAY MARCH 16, BOGNOR SCHOOL OF MUSIC

1) Apologies for absence   

2) Minutes of 2015 AGM             

3) Matters Arising  

4) Reports (with this newsletter) and discussion        

5) Election of officers – CHAIR, TREASURER, SECRETARY, MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, POC CO-ORDINATOR, URGENT ACTION CO-ORDINATOR(S), up to 3 others. 

6) Amnesty Actions          

7) Future Programme    

8) Any Other Business 

SATURDAY MARCH 19TH:  PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT THE CHICHESTER STREET COLLECTION!  Unfortunately a few of our most loyal collectors are not able to help this year SO WE NEED NEW VOLUNTEERS to take their place, come along, hold a tin for a short while, and join our other regular collectors.  PLEASE CONTACT Jilli at tomandjill@talktalk.net (tel 01243 374733)

NATIONAL AMNESTY EVENTS

· National Amnesty AGM , Nottingham, 9/10 April.  Contact me or go to the main Amnesty UK website for resolutions and election details.  

· Amnesty wants COUNTRY CO-ORDINATORS for West and Central Africa, South-East Asia, China, Iran, and Turkey – contact me.

OTHER NEWS AND EVENTS

· There is a £500 prize from the Marsh Award for Human Right Activism – contact me for details. 

· WEDNESDAY 23/3/16 6pm to 7pm; Portland Building, Portsmouth Uni, Documentary screening and talk by Dr Mai Sato on the Death Penalty in Japan.  Contact Kath Shakespeare on (01243) 552131 for details.

Carry on Writing!!!!!!!!!!!!         BOB DEWICK
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Amnesty action: campaigns & letter-writing

	This month’s action

	Mahmoud Mohamed Ahmed Hussein, EGYPT: Detention order renewed again, illegally

	Background to this action

Prisoner of conscience Mahmoud Mohamed Ahmed Hussein has had his detention renewed for another 45 days. He has now spent more than two years in pre-trial detention, against Egypt’s own laws. The 20-year-old-student was arrested for wearing a T-shirt with an anti-torture logo, and a scarf with a logo of the “25 January Revolution”. 
Prisoner of conscience Mahmoud Mohamed Ahmed Hussein had his detention renewed by a Cairo court for another 45 days on 7 February, his family have said. He has now spent more than two years in pre-trial detention, and is being held illegally. Under Egypt’s Criminal Procedures Law (Article 143), if a detainee facing accusations that could lead to life imprisonment or the death penalty has not been sentenced within the detention limit of two years, they must be released immediately. Mahmoud Mohamed Ahmed Hussein is among more than 700 detainees across the country held for more than two years without being sentenced.
Fourteen Egyptian human rights organisations published a statement on 9 February calling for Mahmoud’s release. His lawyers have filed a complaint with the Supreme Judicial Council, the highest judicial body in Egypt, to object to the 7 February detention renewal order, the statement says. The student, who turned 20 in prison earlier this year, was arrested on 25 January 2014 for wearing a T-shirt with the name and logo of the “Nation Without Torture Campaign” and a scarf with a logo of the “25 January Revolution”. He has alleged that he “confessed” under torture, which included electric shocks to his testicles, during interrogation by a National Security officer, and has been beaten several times in detention. He is being held in Cairo’s Tora Prison complex. 
	What you can do

We last took action for Mahmoud Mohamed Ahmed Hussein in July 2015.

Please write:

· Calling on the Egyptian authorities to release Mahmoud Mohamed Ahmed Hussein immediately, as he is a prisoner of conscience imprisoned solely for exercising his right to freedom of expression;
· Calling on them to ensure that he is not tortured or otherwise ill-treated;
· Urging them to order a prompt, independent and impartial investigation into his allegations of torture and ensure that those suspected of responsibility are brought to justice in a fair trial without resort to the death penalty.
PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 23 MARCH 2016 TO:
Public Prosecutor
Nabil Sadek, Office of the Public Prosecutor, Madinat al-Rehab, New Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt
Salutation: Dear Counsellor
President
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, Office of the President, Al Ittihadia Palace, Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt
Email: p.spokesman@op.gov.eg
Twitter: @AlsisiOfficial
Salutation: Your Excellency
And copies to:
Deputy Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs for Human Rights
Mahy Hassan Abdel Latif, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Corniche al-Nil, Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt
Email: Contact.Us@mfa.gov.eg
Twitter: @MfaEgypt
Also send copies to diplomatic representatives in the UK:
HIS EXCELLENCY MR NASSER AHMED KAMEL ALI, Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt, 26 South Street W1K 1DW, 
Email: egtamboff@gmail.com, and eg.emb_london@mfa.gov.eg


	Write for Rights 2015

	Thank you to all of you who took part in Write for Rights 2015.  Whether you signed cards, wrote letters, took to the streets of Chichester for Waleed and Israa, drew butterflies for the girls of Burkina Faso - you all helped to make a difference.  AIUK has provided the following update to the WFR 2015 campaign: 
What we’ve achieved 
So far we know that over 73,400 actions have been taken by activists in the UK, but letters are still pouring in and there are many more actions to count so this number is still rising. Activists have been taking action around the world, and we are on track to smash 2014’s record of 3.1 million actions taken worldwide. 
Israa Al-Taweel has been released from prison in Egypt. Israa was released from prison to house arrest on health grounds just before Christmas, and we have just heard that all security restrictions have now been lifted and she is free once again! 
The true power of Write for Rights comes from activists from around the world taking the time to show solidarity with individuals. Phyoe Phyoe Aung has told us that your letters are ‘big presents’ and give ‘great strength not only for the students but also for Burma’s future.’ Albert Woodfox has told us that the messages he has received ‘have become an enormous source of strength for me as I continue my fight for freedom.’ Zunar has sent his thanks in the only way he knows how, by creating this wonderful cartoon for all Amnesty activists and supporters that have stood with him in his fight for justice. 
Thank you for an amazing Write for Rights 2015! You can keep taking action on individuals at risk throughout the year. Visit the website for more information: amnesty.org.uk/iar 


	www.amnesty.org.uk/bognor for further information about the Bognor Regis, Chichester & District group
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