BOGNOR CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT AMNESTY GROUP 

     LOCAL AMNESTY NEWSLETTER: JANUARY 2016,

DATES FOR YOUR (NEW YEAR’S!) DIARY

TUES 16/02/16; Palestine talk, Friends’ Meeting House, Chichester 7.30 pm   

SAT 20/02/16, Regional AGM Lewes                         

WED 16/03/16 Group AGM, School of Music, Bognor 7.30 pm    

SAT 19/03/16 Street Collection, Chichester                            

TUES 12/04/16 Death Penalty in Chichester
Happy New Year!  Many thanks to those who helped in the Greetings Card Campaign, both on the Cathedral Green and in the writeathon a week later.  Would anyone like to host a LETTERWRITING EVENING this year?  If so, please contact me (01243) 823016.
LOCAL AMNESTY EVENTS
Our Group are not having a special event for HOLOCAUST DAY this year, but Chichester Cathedral are staging “Last Train to Tomorrow”, conducted by Carl Davis, at 7.15 pm on WEDNESDAY 27/1/16 (ring (01243) 813595 for free tickets).

Our first meeting will be on TUESDAY 16/02, 7.30 pm, at Priory Road Meeting House Chichester PO19 1NX.  Sandra will share her experience as a monitor and witness in Palestine and Israel last year.  She was a volunteer with the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) conducted by the World Council of Churches, (http://eyewitnessblogs.com/blogs/), whose mission is to “witness life under occupation, engage with local Palestinians and Israelis pursuing a just peace” and to tell the outside world on their return home.

I am giving FORMAL NOTICE OF OUR AGM on 16/03 –full details in next newsletter.

SATURDAY MARCH 19TH:  Please put this date in your diary and come and support us! We are holding a street collection in CHICHESTER.  Unfortunately a few of our most loyal collectors are not able to help this year so we need new VOLUNTEERS to take their place, come along, hold a tin for a short while, and join our other regular collectors.  Please contact Jilli at tomandjill@talktalk.net (tel 01243 374733)

NATIONAL AMNESTY EVENTS

National Amnesty AGM, Nottingham, 9/10 April
OTHER NEWS AND EVENTS

On 24/02 there is a conference on FORCED MARRIAGE in London; contact me on (01243) 823016 for details.    
Carry on Writing!!!!!!!!!!!!         BOB DEWICK                                                                                                                                                                                                    
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Amnesty action: campaigns & letter-writing

	This month’s action

	Egypt: Israa al-Taweel under house arrest

	Background to this action
Student Israa al-Taweel has been released on health grounds, but is under house arrest and must report to the police every week.
You may have sent a greetings card to Israa as part of the 2015 Write for Rights campaign: here is a follow-up action.
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The Cairo Criminal Court ordered the release of Israa al-Taweel (f) on 19 December on health grounds. She had been held without charge in pre-trial detention since her arrest on 1 June 2015. She was held for two weeks in conditions of enforced disappearance, while security forces prevented her from contacting her family and officials repeatedly told her family that she was not in detention.
According to her lawyer, the 23-year-old student with a disability has been released from prison but is being kept under house arrest. She is allowed out only for medical treatment and other essential purposes, with police permission. She will also have to report to Cairo’s Boulaq al-Dakrour Police Station every week. A court session is supposed to be scheduled 45 days after her release, to decide whether these measures should continue or be cancelled.

Israa al-Taweel’s release from prison on health grounds followed widespread condemnation of her treatment, sparked by a photo of the 23-year-old student crying in the court room of Cairo’s Tora Prison Academy last November. Former presidential candidate Ayman Nour tweeted, “#Israa_AlTaweel Thank you for her tears, not because it hurt our hearts, but because it confirmed that we still have hearts, and they hurt”. 

Egypt’s prison authorities were preventing Israa al-Taweel from getting medical treatment that could prevent her disability from becoming permanent. Her family told Amnesty International that the prison doctor diagnosed her in July as having a permanent disability that needed no further treatment. Her family complained several times, but the prison authorities repeatedly refused to grant her medical treatment, saying she was disabled and further treatment would not improve her condition. However, according to medical reports by doctors outside prison, seen by Amnesty International, Israa al-Taweel is suffering from “leg paresis as a result of a gunshot sustained to her lower back that led to laceration of the nervous plexus”. The medical report goes on to say that Israa al-Taweel must continue with treatment that includes physiotherapy or she will experience a “collapse in her leg muscle strength”. 
It appears that Israa al-Taweel was arrested because she had been socializing with two of her friends, who were wanted by the security forces. These two friends are now facing a military trial. She had been taken on 15 June to the State Security Prosecutor’s office in Cairo, and questioned for 18 hours without her lawyer present, over suspicion of charges that included “belonging to a banned group” and “broadcasting false news” as she had been carrying a camera when she was arrested. 

Further information about Israa’s case can be found here:

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde12/3144/2016/en/

	What you can do

Please write immediately in Arabic or your own language:

· Urging the Egyptian authorities to free Israa al-Taweel from house arrest, unless she is charged promptly with a recognizably criminal offence, and given a trial that meets international fair trial standards.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 17 FEBRUARY 2016 TO:
Public Prosecutor
Nabil Sadek
Office of the Public Prosecutor
Madinat Al-Rihab


New Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt
Salutation: Dear Counsellor
President


Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
Office of the President
Al Ittihadia Palace
Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt
Fax: +202 2 391 1441
Email: p.spokesman@op.gov.eg
Twitter: @AlsisiOfficial 

Salutation: Your Excellency
And copies to:

Deputy Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs for Human Rights
Mahy Hassan Abdel Latif
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Corniche al-Nil
Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt
Fax: +202 2574 9713
Email: Contact.Us@mfa.gov.eg
Twitter: @MfaEgypt
Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to the UK:
HIS EXCELLENCY MR NASSER AHMED KAMEL ALI, 

Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt, 

26 South Street

London

W1K 1DW, 

T: 020 7499 3304/2401, 

Fax 020 7491 1542, 

Email: egtamboff@gmail.com 

and eg.emb_london@mfa.gov.eg


	www.amnesty.org.uk/bognor for further information about the Bognor Regis, Chichester & District group
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