BOGNOR CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT AMNESTY GROUP 
LOCAL AMNESTY NEWSLETTER: JUNE 2015

Dear Writers and Supporters, 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Sat 18/7: Group Pumble Cocking-Heyshott

Tues 15/9: Domestic Exploitation in Lebanon: talk by local author, Chichester

     Thank you all for writing to protect the Human Rights Act.  It seems Cameron has had second thoughts, but Amnesty will continue lobbying to save our rights in this Act.  Many thanks to Ann Stewart, Clare Apel, and all who helped at the Plant and Book Sale (we made £112.22).   Those who couldn’t make our meeting on Afghan Women are welcome to borrow the DVD from Stephanie Carn (01243 533393).                                                      

LOCAL AMNESTY EVENTS:

After a hectic few weeks in May and June, we have our annual PUMBLE (= PUb ramBLE) in July.  We meet outside the “Bell” in Cocking at the Route 60 bus stop at 11 am on SATURDAY JULY 18th.  The 1014 from Chichester bus station gets there at 1041.  We should then ramble along the foothills of the Downs to the “Unicorn Inn” at Heyshott for lunch (www.unicorn-inn-heyshott.co.uk).  The actual walking should be about two hours.  If wet, ring me beforehand (01243 823016).  I’m afraid we are unable to have an AmnesTEA this summer.

OTHER NEWS AND EVENTS

I have the Freedom From Torture Appeal and the Amnesty Syrian Refugee Appeal details – contact me (01243 823016).

There is a government-sponsored conference on Violence Against Women in London on Thursday 17/9/15.  Contact me for details.

There is an Art versus Austerity event in Chichester 10am-4pm on 11/07/15, ending with art being sold in the Foyer (Velyn Avenue PO19 7PP) at 4.30pm. Ring David Wynne for details (01243 778668). Would the Foyer be suitable for a future Amnesty meeting?  

                                                                                                                                                                    Carry on Writing!
                   BOB DEWICK 
[image: image1.emf]

Amnesty action: campaigns & letter-writing

	Update on the Write for Rights campaign: thanks from Moses Akatugba

	Earlier this month, Moses Akatugba, who was sentenced to death by hanging for stealing mobile phones, was granted a total pardon by Emmanuel Uduaghan, the Governor of Delta State in Nigeria.  The Governor name-checked Amnesty supporters on his Facebook page today:  ‘I have granted pardon to Mr Moses Akatugba, I have signed his warrant of release, he was the young man who was sentenced to death when he was 16 years old and his case has been trending on the social media and Amnesty International has also intervened.’ 
You may have sent a card to Moses as part of the Write for Rights campaign in November /December 2014.  Moses sent us this message to pass on to people who took action for him: 
'I am overwhelmed. I thank Amnesty International and their activists for the great support that made me a conqueror in this situation. Amnesty International members and activist are my heroes.  I want to assure them, that this great effort they have shown to me will not be in vain, by the special grace of God I will live up to their expectation.  I promise to be a human rights activist, to fight for others. I am thanking the Governor for his kind gesture and for keeping to his words.' 

	This month’s action: My Body My Rights campaign launch

	Being able to make our own decisions about our health, body and sexual life is a basic human right.

Whoever you are, wherever you live, you have the right to make these choices without fear, violence or discrimination.

Yet all over the world, people are bullied, discriminated against and arrested, simply for making choices about their bodies and their lives. 

A woman is refused contraception because she doesn’t have her husband’s permission. A teenager is denied a life-saving termination because abortion is illegal in her country. A man is harassed by police because he’s gay.

My Body My Rights is Amnesty’s global campaign to stop the control and criminalization of sexuality and reproduction.
What you can do

Sign the My Body, My Rights manifesto online: https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/take-action/action-my-body-my-rights-manifesto/

	Paraguay: pregnant 11 year old girl denied medical help

	On 21 April, a mother took her 10-year-old daughter to hospital and discovered that the girl was 21 weeks pregnant, the result of being raped by the girl's stepfather.

Since then, the Paraguayan authorities have been playing with the young girl's life, well-being and best interest by not providing her with the possibility of terminating her pregnancy. The State’s response treats the pregnant raped girl like a vessel.
11 years old and pregnant

The girl, referred to as 'Maynumby' is suffering from malnutrition and anaemia, which increases the risk to her health and her pregnancy even more. She is 4 feet 6 inches tall and weighs just over 5 stone.

The girl's mother knows the danger posed to her daughter: she submitted an administrative plea to the hospital asking for her daughter to be given an abortion on health grounds.
The risk to her life

According to the UN, girls aged 10-14 make up 2.13% of maternal deaths in Paraguay. The World Health Organisation and health professionals around the world agree that pregnancy poses specific risks to young girls whose bodies are not fully developed - pregnancy can lead to health complications, and in some cases death.
	What you can do

· Demand that Paraguay grants 'Maynumby' appropriate medical attention: send an email to the President of Paraguay and the country's Attorney General using the online form here:

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/child-denied-abortion-after-rape-save-her-life#
· If you prefer to write, please see below some suggested text:

Dear
Currently the life of an 11-year-old girl is in danger, after she was raped by her stepfather and became pregnant. Despite the huge risks to her health if she continues to carry the pregnancy, and requests by her mother to terminate the pregnancy and preserve her daughter's health, the girl has yet to be granted access to a safe abortion or appropriate medical intervention.
I am glad to see that a panel of experts was called to assess the child’s case. However, we still wait for the girl’s human rights are guaranteed - particularly her right to life, health, and physical and psychological integrity. We hope that Paraguay responds positively to the intervention of the Inter-American Human Rights Commission.
I call on you to ensure the girl has access to all information and medical services to help her manage this high-risk pregnancy as a result of rape, including the option of accessing safe abortion services or appropriate medical intervention – and in doing so, ensuring that Paraguay meets its human rights obligations.
I also ask you to set up an independent and impartial investigation into the girl's rape, and bring the perpetrator to justice.
I look forward to your response.

Please send to:

President of Paraguay.  Salutation: Dear President
Sr. Horacio Cartes, Palacio de Gobierno, El Paraguayo Independiente entre, O’leary y Ayolas, Asunción, Paraguay
secretariaprivada@presidencia.gov.py
Attorney General. Salutation: Dear Attorney General
Dr. Javier Díaz Verón, Chile c/ Ygatimí, Asunción, Paraguay

Fax: +595 21 415 6152

fdiaz@ministeriopublico.gov.py

	www.amnesty.org.uk/bognor for further information about the Bognor Regis, Chichester & District group
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