BOGNOR CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT AMNESTY GROUP 

     LOCAL AMNESTY NEWSLETTER:  MARCH 2015

Dear Writers and Supporters,   

Many thanks to all who helped at the REGIONAL CONFERENCE at Christ Church, by organising, providing refreshments, helping the visitors to navigate Chichester, and joining in the workshops and presentations.  The cakes went down very well!  I have a report by our Regional Representative available if you want to see it.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Wed: 25/3:  Group AGM at Friends’ Meeting House, Chichester

Sat: 30/5: Plant and Book Sale, Emsworth 

LOCAL AMNESTY EVENTS:

WEDNESDAY 25/03/15. 7.30 PM AGENDA FOR GROUP AGM

1) Apologies for absence

2) Minutes of last Group AGM 2014

3) Matters arising

4) Reports (in this newsletter)

5) Election of officers: Chair, Treasurer, Secretary, Membership Secretary, POC Co-ordinator(s), Campaigns Co-ordinator(s), up to three others

6) Refreshments and DVD (tbc). Cake?

7) Things you would like to see the Group doing

8) Any other business

TWO SNIPPETS FOR THE AGM: 

The Membership Secretary reports:-

· The level of membership has been maintained in 2014, with 61members in our Group.  The membership subscriptions for 2014 were a total of £690.  The majority of these are now paid by Standing Order, which greatly reduces the costs of postage/stationery and administration.  [To which I would add that our Group’s use of e-mail for newsletters and actions has also greatly reduced costs and is one reason why the Treasurer’s report is so healthy.]

THINGS YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE GROUP DOING: 

· The running of our Amnesty Group, in terms of events and fundraising, is mainly done through monthly meetings.  These are attended by the elected committee and by other members who have either taken one-off roles such as for a current campaign, or members who would like to take part without a set role.  We would welcome more active involvement from our grassroots members.  If anyone would like to join in these meetings, with or without a designated role, please contact me (01243 823016) or use the opportunity at the AGM.

SATURDAY MAY 30, 9-1, EMSWORTH PLANT AND BOOK SALE. Please start collecting books, and think of produce and plants.

OTHER AMNESTY EVENTS

· SAT 14/03: Pride events planning meeting, HR Centre, London –contact me.                             

· UK National AGM: Warwick University 18-19 April 2015

OTHER NEWS AND EVENTS

· INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY.  Kath Shakespeare (01243 552131) is going to the Arun event on 07/03 in Bognor for the Group; no men wanted, but women welcome.

· Women’s World Day of Prayer: St Paul’s Church, Chichester, Friday 06/03. Soup lunch 1pm, service 2-3 pm, followed by tea and coffee. Contact Judy Emmett on (01243) 779195.

· CASA ALIANZA (Central American street children) have a further appeal; contact me on (01243) 823016.

· A book by a Texan defence lawyer giving a grim account of his battle to save his clients from the death penalty (usually in vain) is out now. (David R Dow, “The Autobiography of an Execution”, £9 from Twelve)

Carry on Writing!!!

                             BOB DEWICK
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Amnesty action: campaigns & letter-writing

	This month’s action

	USA: Clemency sought after 31 years on Death Row for Cary Michael Lambrix

	Background to this action

Michael Lambrix is seeking commutation of his death sentence. If he is denied clemency, the Florida authorities will set an execution date. He has spent over half of his life on death row. Twenty-three years old when he was sent there in 1984, he turns 55 in March.

Clarence Moore and Aleisha Bryant were killed on 6 February 1983 and buried in a shallow grave near the trailer home that Cary Michael Lambrix shared with Frances Smith. The latter was arrested three days later on an unrelated matter and led police to the grave, a tire iron allegedly used as a murder weapon, and a shirt belonging to Michael Lambrix with blood on it. Michael Lambrix was charged with murder. His trial in 1983 ended in a mistrial after the jury could not agree on a verdict. At retrial in 1984, the jury voted to convict him of two counts of first-degree murder and recommended the death penalty, by 10 votes to two for one murder and eight to four for the other. Michael Lambrix maintains his innocence of pre-meditated murder, claiming that he acted in self-defence when Clarence Moore fatally attacked Aleisha Bryant and came at him when he tried to stop the assault.

The prosecution’s key witness for its case against Michael Lambrix was Frances Smith, who testified that Lambrix had killed the victims. The judge did not allow the defence to raise prior inconsistent statements she had given to police. 

The trial jury did not hear compelling mitigating evidence of Michael Lambrix’s severely abusive childhood. According to evidence raised on appeal through numerous affidavits, he bore the brunt of his alcoholic father’s violence, which on occasion required the boy’s hospitalization. When Michael Lambrix was two years old his father kicked him off his tricycle and through a plate glass window, causing serious cuts and bleeding. On another occasion, he threw the boy against a wall that caused a cut “so deep that I could see his skull”, according to his mother, who “thought he was dead”. Physical and later sexual abuse continued after Michael Lambrix’s parents divorced and his father obtained custody of the children.
	What you can do

Please write immediately:
* Calling for Cary Michael Lambrix to be granted clemency and for his death sentence to be commuted;
* Noting the circumstantial nature of the state’s case, the Hanzel recantation, and the non-unanimous jury;
* Expressing concern that the jury did not hear compelling mitigating evidence about his background.
PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 26 MARCH 2015 TO: 

Governor Rick Scott
Office of the Governor, The Capitol
400 S. Monroe St. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001, USA
Email: Rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com 
Salutation: Dear Governor

Office of Executive Clemency
Florida Parole Commission, 4070 Esplanade Way
Tallahassee, FL 32399-2450, USA
Email: ClemencyWeb@fpc.state.fl.us 
Fax: +1 850 414-6031 or +1 850 488-0695
Salutation: Dear Members of the Clemency Board

PLEASE SEND COPIES OF YOUR APPEAL TO
His Excellency Mr Matthew Barzun, Embassy of the United States of America, 24 Grosvenor Square, London, W1K 6AH Tel: (020) 7499 9000 Web: http://london.usembassy.gov/index.html


	Shaker Aamer – 13 years in Guantanamo without charge

	Background to this action

In Feburary 2002, Shaker Aamer was sent to the US detention centre in Guantanamo Bay.  One of the first to arrive, he is now the last UK resident there.  During his incarceration, Shaker says, he has been tortured and kept in solitary confinement.  But he has never been charged, tried or convicted of any crime.

Shaker was born in Saudi Arabia and moved to the UK in 1996, where he married a British woman. They have four British children.
He was originally detained by Afghan forces in 2001 in Afghanistan, where he was living with his family. Shaker has always maintained that he was in Afghanistan working for a Saudi charity.  In February 2002, he was transferred to Guantánamo Bay.  Five years later, Shaker was cleared for transfer, which demonstrates that the US has no intention of bringing him to trial.
Despite the US authorities approving his transfer and public statements by the UK government – as recently as January 2015 – calling for him to be returned home, Shaker is still detained without charge, apparently indefinitely.

Guantánamo Bay is renowned for its abusive conditions. While detained Shaker has protested against his situation, including by participating in hunger strikes.

· Shaker’s lawyers have also confirmed that while he remains defiant, his physical and mental health continue to deteriorate.

Find further details on www.amnesty.org.uk/shaker

	What you can do

Call on President Obama to:

• Secure the release of Shaker Aamer and return him to the UK without delay, if he is not to be charged and brought to fair trial

• Give Shaker Aamer immediate and regular access to independent medical assessments and care

• Immediately investigate all allegations that Shaker Aamer has been subjected to torture and other ill-treatment and ensure that anyone found responsible is brought to justice
President Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington DC 20500

USA

Salutation: Dear President

You can also take action online at www.amnesty.org.uk/shaker


	www.amnesty.org.uk/bognor for further information about the Bognor Regis, Chichester & District group
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