BOGNOR CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT AMNESTY GROUP 

LOCAL AMNESTY NEWSLETTER: JANUARY 2015

Dear Writers and Supporters,   

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Sat. 7th  Feb 2015 Regional Amnesty conference, Christ Church, South Street, Chichester

Wed: 25th March: Group AGM at Friends’ Meeting House, Chichester

Sat: 30th May (tbc) Plant and Book Sale, Emsworth 
     Congratulations to all who took part in the GREETINGS CARD CAMPAIGN, especially to the Cathedral chapter and those who braved the cold to get 96 cards signed, and to Stephanie Carn and her helpers on 10/12 (another 30 letters).   

LOCAL AMNESTY EVENTS:
SATURDAY 7/2:  We are asking everyone in the Group to rally round Amnesty’s SOUTHEAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE which will be at CHRIST CHURCH in Chichester on Saturday 7/2, ending at 4 p.m.  Please VOLUNTEER to help from 9 am onwards that day to set up the rooms, person the door, provide refreshments, and clear up afterwards.  Contact Kath Shakespeare on (01243) 552131 or kathshakespeare@hotmail.com by 24/1/15 at the latest. If you cannot be there in person, perhaps you could provide CAKES  - we are providing cakes, biscuits, and soft drinks for up to 100 delegates.  The latest programme is attached, and when you volunteer you could ask about workshops and the chance to question Amnesty HQ.  This is our big chance to show all the other local Amnesty members what our Group can do – and it’s indoors!

WEDNESDAY 25/3. Formal notice of our own AGM – full details and reports will be in the next newsletter.

OTHER AMNESTY EVENTS

Amnesty UK is launching a new campaign on Refugee, Asylum Seekers and Migrant Rights in the UK with a meeting in London on SATURDAY 17/1, 11-4.  Contact me for details.

Carry on Writing!!!
                             BOB DEWICK 
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Amnesty action: campaigns & letter-writing

	This month’s action

	“MY BODY MY RIGHTS”– EL SALVADOR CAMPAIGN
El Salvador’s total ban on abortion kills women and girls

	Background to this action
Remember Beatriz?

She nearly died because the government of El Salvador refused to let her terminate the pregnancy that was making her fatally ill – a pregnancy in which the foetus was unlikely to survive because it was missing large parts of its brain. Beatriz is alive because of a loophole, but abortion is still completely banned in El Salvador.
Every year, thousands of women and girls are denied their human rights by this ban. It doesn’t matter whether they are 10 years old and pregnant because they were raped, or whether the pregnancy is a risk to their lives: El Salvador’s abortion laws force them to carry the pregnancy to term.
Women who have a miscarriage could be jailed for up to 50 years for aggravated homicide, because the state suspects them of having a clandestine abortion.
There’s no denying it; El Salvador’s total ban on abortion is torture. It pushes women and girls just like Beatriz to the brink of death.
The ban reflects the discriminatory attitudes that pervade El Salvadoran society – attitudes that allow killings, beatings and rapes of women and girls to proliferate. Attitudes that deny them the right to make decisions that determine the course of their lives. Women and girls in El Salvador have had enough.
That’s why Amnesty members around the world are calling for the El Salvadoran government to decriminalise abortion on all counts, release all women jailed for pregnancy-related “offences”, and tackle the deep-seated discrimination against women and girls that restricts their every move.

Future actions in 2015

AIUK is working with the country co-ordinator on El Salvador on getting a meeting with the El Salvador Embassy in the UK and is also waiting to hear about possible casework on individuals at risk in El Salvador for possible campaigning in 2015. 
As the UK Government does not give aid to El Salvador, there are not as many advocacy opportunities for us here in the UK. However, staff and activists in the US, Spain and other donor countries are pursuing those avenues. 

	What you can do
Write to the President of El Salvador, using the following draft letter:

Presidencia de la República, 

Casa Presidencial, 

Alameda Dr. Manuel Enrique Araujo No. 5500 
San Salvador, 
El Salvador, C.A. 
Dear President Sánchez Cerén
Every year, thousands of women and girls are denied their human rights by El Salvador’s total ban on abortion. The Salvadoran government is ultimately responsible for the resulting deaths of women and girls, and for the thousands whose human rights have been violated by the ban. 
The ban makes it a crime for women and girls to have an abortion, and for anyone to help them have one. 
Under the abortion ban, women and girls found guilty of terminating their pregnancies face jail sentences of up to eight years. Those who have miscarriages may be charged with aggravated homicide and jailed for up to 50 years, because they too are suspected of having clandestine abortions. Convictions are often based on weak evidence, following flawed trials. 
The effects of the ban are nothing less than institutionalised violence against women and girls, and amount to torture – a conclusion backed by the UN. 
El Salvador’s total ban on abortion is a serious human rights violation and must be urgently repealed. 
I urge you to: 
· Decriminalise abortion: eliminate all punitive measures for women and girls seeking an abortion, as well as for the health care providers and others who help them to have one. 
· Immediately and unconditionally release all women and girls who have been imprisoned for having abortions or miscarriages. This includes those convicted of abortion, homicide and aggravated homicide. 
· Ensure access to safe and legal abortion for all women and girls. As a minimum, ensure access in cases of rape or incest, where the woman’s health or life is at risk, and where the foetus is unlikely to survive. 
· Guarantee access to modern contraceptive information and services, and provide comprehensive sexuality education. 
Yours sincerely, 


	www.amnesty.org.uk/bognor for further information about the Bognor Regis, Chichester & District group


	Amnesty International       

South East Regional Conference

Chichester, Saturday 7th February 2015
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Draft Timetable 
	9.30 am onwards
	Coffee/tea
	Registration 

	10.00 am
	Welcome
	Kath Shakespeare (Chair of Bognor, Chichester and District Group)

	10.05 am
	Celia Ouellette of “Reprieve”
	Saving prisoners from death penalty in USA

	11.05 am
	Coffee/tea
	Book sales

	11.20 am
	Workshops. Probably these three. Final list not yet complete.
	Lobbying & general election – Shoomi Choudhury & Laura Trevelyan, AIUK Advocacy Coordinator - Outreach

	
	
	Social Media – Simon Ware or Alex Hatto

	
	
	Refugee, asylum seeker and migrant rights – Philip Strudwick

	12.45 pm
	Lunch. Bring sandwiches or go to local café. 1 hour max.
	An action. 

Viewing knitted Universal Declaration of Human Rights

	1.45 pm
	Lesley Burgess, Country Coordinator for Philippines 
	Stop Torture Campaign in the Philippines

	2.45 pm
	Tea/Coffee
	

	3.00 pm
	Member of senior management team of AIUK
	TBA

	4.00 pm
	Close
	



Please fill in evaluation forms before you leave and hand to or post to Philip Strudwick.

� EMBED Word.Picture.8 ���








[image: image3.png]AMNESTY
INTERNATIONAL

UNITED KINGDOM




_1351099519.doc



