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HORSHAM AMNESTY

September 2014

October Meeting: Hugh Sandeman: North Africa

8pm 14th October at The Friends Meeting House, Worthing Road, Horsham
All Welcome

Hugh Sandeman is AIUK Country Coordinator for Libya. He will be bringing us up to date on cases in North Africa particularly the Tawarghan Community in Libya and Moroccan, Ali Aarrass who features in the Stop Torture campaign.
Consultation
Amnesty International worldwide has been setting out its strategy on what the organisation wants to achieve globally in the period from 2016 to 2019.  The aim is to communicate Amnesty’s highest priorities to the world and to achieve concrete outcomes. The goal is to remain focused, clear, flexible and responsive.
The first phase is now complete and members are being asked for their feedback before consideration at the AIUK AGM in April. The final discussion and adoption will take place at the International Council meeting in August 2015.

This is your chance to comment on concrete proposals for Amnesty International’s next global strategic priorities.  Your feedback will help….

· Refine proposals for our new Strategic Goals. 

· Make sure we are on the right track 

· Make any necessary adjustments 

We will be holding a discussion meeting at 4pm on Monday 13th October at 28 Rushams Road, Horsham RH12 2NU.  If you cannot make that meeting you can email comments to horsham.amnesty@btinternet.com
Alternatively you can fill in a survey online at www.amnesty.org.uk/goals .  The survey is now live and will be available until 17th October. 
A summary of the proposals and key questions to be considered are attached.

Women's Rights in Afghanistan
Campaign update from AIUK 

We are entering the final, crucial phase of our work in Afghanistan. The presidential elections – marking Afghanistan’s first ever democratic transfer of power - took place in April. The NATO and London Conferences in the autumn will now finalise if, and how, the International Community will remain involved after troops leave at the end of the year. 
The next phase of our campaign will focus on making the new leaders of the UK government hear our demands to improve support for women human rights defenders in Afghanistan. We welcomed commitments made at June’s (Prevention of Sexual Violence Initiative) PSVI summit. Our concern is that all the advances agreed upon could be undermined by the government reshuffle. Now is the time to stand up and speak out publically – calling for the new leaders to continue the work you have been fighting for over the last four years. Your public actions and support is going to be crucial to raise awareness. 

Sign the petition calling for support for Afghan women at risk:
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues/Women%27s-rights-in-Afghanistan
Horsham Street Collection
It’s that time of year again! The street collection is one of our biggest fundraisers.  If you can spare an hour (or two) on Saturday 29 November, Chris Smith would be delighted to hear from you.  You can contact him on  01403 258334  or chrismith@btinternet.com.  If you have a friendly dog to accompany you that will be a great advantage!
Looking Forward

13 October

Consultation discussion


4pm 28 Rushams Rd Horsham


14 October

Talk by Hugh Sandeman: North Africa
8pm  Friends Meeting House 










Worthing Rd, Horsham

29 November
Street Collection




Horsham

6 December
Write for Rights




10-12 Friends Meeting House

9 December
Christmas Social


  

8pm 6 Hollands Field










Broadbridge Heath
For more information about group venues and events please contact:

horsham.amnesty@btinternet.com
Don’t forget to look at our website for news about the group, up to date information and actions: 

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/horsham
Monthly Action
Torture in Mexico:  Call for an end to torture and impunity
 
Amnesty International’s new report on Mexico ("Out of control. Torture and other ill-treatment in Mexico"),  brings to light horrific cases of individuals ill-treated or tortured - to death, in some cases - by military and police forces across Mexico and highlights how impunity is the norm for perpetrators.  Please write to the Mexican President calling on him to ensure that victims of torture receive prompt medical examinations in line with international standard.  You can find a specimen letter on the next page.
Lic. Enrique Peña Nieto 

Residencia Oficial de los Pinos 

Casa Miguel Alemán 

Col. San Miguel Chapultepec, C.P. 11850 

México D.F., Mexico 
Dear President, 
I am writing to express my deep concern at the widespread and persistent use of torture and other ill-treatment in Mexico. Amnesty International’s latest report, “Out of control. Torture and other ill-treatment in Mexico”, provides a thorough analysis of the current situation and proposes a set of useful recommendations that your government should consider and implement as a matter of urgency. 

I am above all shocked by the individual cases which are mentioned in the report, for example the case of Claudia Medina Tamariz, who was accused of being a member of a violent gang and taken by marines to a naval base where she was beaten, sexually assaulted and given electric shocks. To this date no one has been held to account for her torture. 

This is only one of the many horrific cases documented in the report where impunity has prevailed, as the Mexican government turns a blind eye to torture by police and the military. By 2013, at state level only five convictions for torture had ever been recorded and seven at federal level. 

I am calling on you to show your commitment to stop torture in Mexico by publicly acknowledging the scale of the problem and taking steps to strengthen the investigation of allegations of torture and other ill-treatment. In particular, I would like you to urge the Federal Attorney General to: 

• Ensure that medical examinations into torture are conducted in line with international standards such as the Istanbul Protocol; 

• Ensure that independent medical experts can examine detainees at the earliest opportunity, and that their medical legal evaluations are considered as evidence by prosecutors and judges; 

• Immediately launch an independent and thorough investigation into any allegation of torture and other ill-treatment. 

I thank you for your attention to this urgent matter and look forward to hearing from you on the action taken on these and other recommendations highlighted in the Amnesty International report. 
Yours sincerely,
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