BOGNOR CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT AMNESTY GROUP 

LOCAL AMNESTY NEWSLETTER: MARCH 2014

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:-  

Saturday 22/3   Chichester street collection

Thursday 27/3   Group AGM, Bognor Regis School of Music, Sudley Road

Saturday 17/5    Plant and Book Sale, Emsworth

Saturday 21/6   Summer Amnesty Concert (Graylingwell 2)
Dear Writers and Supporters,
LOCAL AMNESTY EVENTS:
Jilli Webber (01243 374733, tomandjill@talktalk.net) has done much hard work organising our March  STREET COLLECTION, which  will be on the 22nd.  Volunteer now, even if only for half-an-hour – numbers count!  We can collect 9.30 am-2pm, and Jilli would especially welcome volunteers for the final hour, for we have BUSKERS who will be (literally?) drumming up support for our collectors.

GROUP AGM on 27/3  7.30 PM REGIS SCHOOL OF MUSIC, BOGNOR:   AGENDA: 1)Apologies for absence

2) Minutes of 2013 AGM

3)Matters arising
4)Reports (circulated with this newsletter) and matters arising
5) ELECTIONS TO COMMITTEE: Chair, Treasurer, Membership Secretary, Campaigns co-ordinator(s), POC co-ordinator(s), secretary, and up to three others “without portfolio” 

6) REFRESHMENTS!! 

7)DVD on human rights   

8)What is to be done? 2014-15 programme and Any Other Business

SAT 17/5. PLANT AND BOOK SALE, EMSWORTH.  The hall is booked from 9am – 1pm  Full details in next newsletter 

SAT 21/6 GRAYLINGWELL 2 Concert.  BBQ at 6.30 pm, concert at 7 featuring Hatful of Rain, Graylingwell Chapel £10 admission.  Please contact Mark Stables at (01243) 782240 or sussexsaddlebacks@gmail.com to buy tickets and encourage as many people as possible to come.  

NATIONAL AMNESTY EVENTS:

12-13th April UK Amnesty AGM Edinburgh 

Carry on Writing!!!

                             BOB DEWICK 
BOGNOR AND CHICHESTER GROUP AGM   MARCH 26, 2013

1) Apologies for absence: Jilli Weller and Dilys Balaam
2) Minutes of 2012 AGM were circulated, agreed and signed by Kath Shakespeare
3) Matters arising: None
4) Reports. The chair/campaigns and treasurer’s report had already been circulated in the newsletter.  The Treasurer congratulated those who had helped with the street collection, and the sponsored walkers Shaun Peters and Rebecca Grove.  Kath Shakespeare reported that the switch to an afternoon AmnesTEA from an evening social had been very successful.  Stephanie Carn remarked how generous the public still were. The Chair had successfully moved the Group website.  She had been impressed by Maya at the Afghan evening.  Campaigning had been mixed – our Chinese POC had escaped, Death Penalty actions and the Afghan campaign had been continuous, but the Economic/Social campaigns had been fitful.  Ann Stewart’s human rights weaving was going well.  We had attracted the Chichester Mayor to our function for a second year.  The secretary moved acceptance of both Reports, seconded by Shaun Peters, carried unanimously.
5) Election of Officers:

CHAIR: Kath Shakespeare, proposed by the secretary, seconded by Breege Gallagher, elected unanimously

TREASURER: Breege Gallagher; proposed by Kath Shakespeare, seconded by  Ann Stewart, elected unanimously

SECRETARY: Bob Dewick; proposed Kath Shakespeare, seconded by Stephanie Carn, elected unanimously

POC CO-ORDINATOR: Shaun Peters; proposed by Kath Shakespeare, seconded by Ann Stewart, elected unanimously.  

CAMPAIGN CO-ORDINATOR: Stephanie Carn; proposed by Kath Shakespeare, seconded by Breege Gallagher, carried unanimously  She would focus on the Afghan campaign, stressing the plight of women.

MEMBERSHIP: Jilli Webber; proposed in her absence by the secretary, seconded by Kath Shakespeare, elected unanimously(if she agrees)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS WITHOUT PORTFOLIO: Rebecca Grove and Ann Stewart; proposed Kath Shakespeare, seconded by the secretary, carried unanimously

VICE-CHAIR, PRESS & PUBLICITY, possible WEBSITE MANAGER left unfilled  but the committee could co-opt.

.

6)  After refreshments  the secretary gave a very brief outline of the circumstances leading up to the Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) of UK Amnesty in January. This had been caused by concerns about the amount of money being handed to the International Secretariat (IS) of Amnesty to develop Amnesty’s work in poor countries (the Global South), and the effects (including staff redundancies)  in UK Amnesty. Ann Stewart, who had been to the EGM, described how the critics of the UK Amnesty Board had marshalled well-thought-out resolutions, accepting the need to go South but insisting that the money must be well spent and that the Board had exceeded its powers in the way it had handled the matter.  She was going as our Group’s delegate to UK Amnesty AGM in April (with Jilli Webber). There followed a lively discussion.  Breege Gallagher commented that UK Amnesty had moved from being run by a Board of well-meaning incompetents to a club of managers divorced from AI UK members’ wishes, and that Oxfam had handled such a shift South much better.  The recent IS scandal of overpaid managers was much discussed.  Mark Stables was sure the IS could get committed managers for under its top rate of £165k.  Kath Shakespeare warned us to expect a worse service from UK Amnesty if the cuts went ahead.  There was a vote of thanks to our members who had been to the EGM and to our AGM delegates. 
7) Programme 2013-14:

The secretary circulated a draft of our programme for the next year. He was to find more about the Amnesty campaign on the Zimbabwe elections with a view to a Group Training Meeting in May or June.  Ann Stewart circulated a poster for the Plant and Book Sale which should be on 18/5 (tbc). Shaun Peters was trying to get a speaker on Egypt for a meeting about our adopted prisoner Azza Suleiman.  Mark Stables was very enthusiastic about our concert at Greylingwell Chapel booked for June 29th.  He had booked Amanda Cook and a row of other artistes.  He would need money for the printing etc, to which the Treasurer agreed.  He would like us to sell tickets if possible, and distribute posters as well as helping on the night.  In future we might have a separate Concert account, and perhaps have yearly concerts if this one succeeded.  He was invited to the next committee meetings.  The concert would be after a 6.30 barbecue, and we should provide the bar.  The chapel seated 250, tickets would be £10.

8) Any other business:

1) Rebecca Grove had had a reply from Tyrie, MP
2) Petitions were circulated on Afghanistan and our POC.  After a vote of thanks to the Chair the meeting closed at 9.05 pm
Treasurer’s report      for the year 2013     to AGM on 27.03.2014 

Bognor Regis, Chichester and District Amnesty International Group

	Income
	Expenditure
	Total (£)

	Subscriptions
	
	716.00

	Donations
	
	55.00

	Street Collection
	
	539.76

	Plant and Book Sale
	
	260.00

	Graylingwell concert
	
	621.80

	Graylingwell Float
	
	45.00

	Garden Party
	
	00.00

	Amnestea
	
	90.51

	M. Oxtoby produce
	
	64.60

	GreetingsCardsCathedral
	
	45.11

	
	Secretary
	-103.92

	
	Membership Sec
	-7.72

	
	Rent
	-90.00

	
	Greetings Cards postage
	-12.48

	
	AIUK affiliation fee
	-72.00

	
	AIUK AGM
	-50.00

	
	AIUK Donation
	-1428.00

	
	Chichester Peace Festival
	-25.00

	
	Graylingwell Printing
	-120.00

	
	Graylingwell Float
	-45.00

	
	Graylingwell Bar Costs
	-173.26

	
	Brought Forward
	572.10

	
	Balance
	882.50


As many of you will know, Amnesty International’s financial reputation has taken another battering, following the broadcasting of ‘Panorama’ on 10.12.13.  The issues raised were the payoffs made to the outgoing Secretary General and her deputy in 2009, as well as apparent lack of financial oversight in the hosting of the most recent ‘Secret Policeman’s Ball’.  I genuinely hope that lessons have really been learnt, and that the public can begin again to have confidence in donating money to the cause, especially as fundraising and finding additional financial resources seem to be increasingly important at both AIUK and the International Secretariat.  We were asked recently as a group what we thought worked with fundraising, and I was able to say that we are very fortunate in that we have a number of individuals who organize particular events.  We have the street collection, which did particularly well this year, organised by Jilli, the concert by Mark, the Plant and Book sale by Ann and Clare, the Amnestea by Maggie, Gary, Margaret and Kath as well as Manya’s produce to sell.  These individual efforts contribute to the collective success we enjoy in financial terms as a group.  So also do the subscriptions, the donations, and the public’s general willingness to be generous.  I would like to thank everyone very much, and to say once again that I hope that the money we raise in future is put to the use for which we all intend it – the recognition and promotion of human rights.

Chair’s Review of the Year, March 2013 – February 2014
This year saw the repeat of some old favourites:

· May’s Book Sale: Thanks to all the volunteers who helped out on the day: another good contribution to funds in the lovely venue in Emsworth.  Thanks particularly to my colleagues at the University of Portsmouth Library who are so generous with their donations of books and DVDs, and to Manya Oxtoby for her delicious preserves.
· Jilli Webber co-ordinated a fifth successful street collection in Chichester.
· AmnesTea! Maggie and Gary hosted an AmnesTea in Barnham to raise funds.  Guests happily scoffed sandwiches, scones and cakes: my thanks to Maggie and Margaret for the baking and buttering!
Other highlights of the year include

· Concert for Amnesty: at the new venue of the Graylingwell Chapel.  A packed programme of folk and acoustic music; our grateful thanks to Mark Stables for successfully co-ordinating the event and gathering together such a group of talented individuals.

· We held another PUMBLE (Pub ramble) in July between Chidham and Bosham.

We were also involved in hosting a very interesting talk by Ann Marcus on the situation in Egypt; and a very constructive workshop on the Zimbabwe elections.  The Zimbabwe workshop by Nora Cranston, a trainer based at AIUK, who advised the group on lobbying actions to stop human rights abuses and to protect human rights defenders in the forthcoming elections; the talk by Ann Marcus, country co-ordinator, gave us an enlightening background of the situation in Egypt and raised concerns held by Amnesty about the human rights situation there.

As always, may I express my deepest appreciation of all the committee members for their tireless work for this group; and my grateful thanks to those group members and their friends and families who have both initiated and supported this year’s programme of events: I hope you all enjoyed the events as much as I did!

May I also take this opportunity to encourage group members to think about taking a small part in the work of the committee in 2014?  The work we do is serious, but the committee never takes itself too seriously: do come and join us!
Kath
Review of the Year: campaigns

Action for Individuals: Directed by Shaun Peters, we started to work for Azza Hilal Suleiman, who was beaten up by the military during protests in Cairo in December 2011.  Work on her case has been suspended for the time being, unfortunately because the situation in the country is so crisis-ridden following the military coup. 
Women’s Rights Campaign.  Run by Stephanie Carn.  There was an online action to the UK government to support work against violence against women in Afghanistan.
Greetings card campaign: Our walking post-box in the shape of Rebecca Grove and Ann Stewart meant that we attracted a lot of attention from Christmas shoppers (and especially their children!) to sign cards for prisoners in December.  A letter-writing event was also held on Human Rights Day itself (10 December).
Other campaigns: Actions were taken via the newsletter and at public and letter-writing meetings on: discrimination against the Roma within the EU; in support of Individual at Risk Dr Tun Aung in Burma; on hunger strikers in Guantanamo Bay; on the elections in Zimbabwe; on the current crisis situation in Syria; on the crackdown on public gatherings in the Russian Federation; and on the new campaign on torture, focusing on the Philippines.  Death penalty actions encompassed China, the US; and Japan,

Thank you to those who have hosted letter-writing evenings in their homes during the year: please let the committee know if you would like to host one in 2014
Permanent Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations
His Excellency Dr Bashar Ja’afari
820 Second Avenue; 15th Floor
New York , NY 10017
Fax: (212) 983-4439
exesec.syria@gmail.com
Date

Your Excellency,

I am writing to call on you to use your influence and position in the Syrian government to ensure that civilians and all those no longer participating in hostilities are protected in the ongoing non-international armed conflict currently taking place in Syria.

I am deeply concerned by the increasingly frequent attacks against the civilian population carried out by the Syrian armed forces through indiscriminate air bombardments of heavily populated areas, including with internationally banned cluster bombs, and artillery shelling, as well as the use of air-delivered incendiary weapons. And I am deeply troubled by the torture of detainees and death in custody, including of suspected members of armed groups.

As you are aware, the carrying out of indiscriminate attacks is prohibited in non-international armed conflicts by international humanitarian law.  “Intentionally directing attacks against the civilian population as such or against individual civilians not taking direct part in hostilities” constitutes a war crime under the 1998 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

I strongly urge you to demand that the Syrian authorities immediately put a stop to the use of cluster weapons and anti-personnel land mines in all circumstances; end the use of mortars, artillery, free-fall unguided bombs in attacks on residential areas; treat all detainees humanely; and ensure the protection of civilians during the conflict at all times, in conformity with Syria’s obligations under international law.

The Syrian authorities, in addition, must without delay carry out credible, independent, thorough and prompt investigations into any violations of international humanitarian law as well as human rights standards and hold those found responsible in fair trials to account, without recourse to the death penalty.

Yours sincerely 
[image: image1.emf]

Amnesty action: campaigns & letter-writing

	This month’s action

	Syria – marking the 3rd anniversary of the uprising

	Background to this action

The third anniversary of the Syria conflict will act as a grim reminder to the world of its failure to stop the suffering. As the world’s media once again reflects on the crisis at this time, we need to make sure that we use the opportunity to demonstrate to world leaders that they need to do more to help the people of Syria. In 2014, with more than 130,000 killed in the conflict, and 300 people fleeing their homes every hour, the need for a powerful campaign is greater than ever before. 
To this end Amnesty International is part of a global coalition of NGOs and civil society who have created a joint campaign to mark the anniversary with a demonstration of solidarity with ordinary Syrian people. These actions will then culminate in candle-lit / light based vigils attended by thousands of people across the world around major global landmarks on 13th March 2014.. The coalition of NGO and civil society partners around the world will be mobilising their members from the beginning of March through to the 15th March 2014, the 3rd anniversary of the uprising, to demand that world leaders help all those caught in the conflict. Actions can and will take place after 15 March of course. 
The aim is to demonstrate global solidarity with children, men and women struggling each day to survive the Syria conflict and improved access for the civilian population of Syria to basic necessities, including food, medical aid and fuel. 
Update: concerns about the deliberate starvation of civilians in Syria

Civilians are starving to dearth in Syria.  Beseiged by the Syrian government and armed opposition groups, some have been reduced to eating cats.

Call on the leaders of the world to demand immediate humanitarian access and end this suffering. 

https://www2.amnesty.org.uk/actions/stop-deliberate-starvation-civilians-syria

	What you can do
1. Contribute a picture of yourself to the Global Vigil for Syria http://www.syriavigil.org/en
2. Attend a vigil.  There is one taking place in London: details on the website above.

3. Sign the petition online, raising concerns about the deliberate starvation of civilians.

https://www2.amnesty.org.uk/actions/stop-deliberate-starvation-civilians-syria
4. Use the attached samples letters & write to both pro and anti-government representatives, calling on them to protect civilians. You can only e-mail anti-government representatives. You can also do this by visiting http://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues/Middle-East-and-North-Africa 

Suggested text of letter to the Opposition:

President of the National Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces 
Ahmad Jarba
info@etilaf.org
Dear Ahmad Jarba

I am writing to urge you to use your influence as the President of the National Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces in order to ensure that armed opposition groups under your control comply fully with their obligations under international humanitarian law and commit to respecting international human rights standards.

I am deeply concerned about increasing reports of abuses being carried out against captured or injured members of government security forces and militias, journalists and other civilians. I therefore call on you to ensure that civilians are protected at all times and that all persons detained by armed opposition groups, including captured members of government security forces, militias, and others suspected of involvement in the conflict are protected and treated humanely. The armed groups associated with the coalition must uphold international humanitarian law and must be made aware that, if they fail to do so, they will be held to account in the future.

I therefore urge you to ensure that a clearly defined hierarchy and chain of command is established within the new military command in order to enforce compliance with international humanitarian law and prevent and suppress war crimes and other violations of international humanitarian law

Yours sincerely

Suggested text of letter to the Government (see separate sheet)



	www.amnesty.org.uk/bognor for further information about the Bognor Regis, Chichester & District group
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