BOGNOR REGIS CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT AMNESTY GROUP 

LOCAL AMNESTY NEWSLETTER: APRIL 2014

Dear Writers and Supporters,

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:-  

Tuesday 29/4 Afghanistan talk, Friends Centre, Priory Road, Chichester  

Saturday 17/5    Plant and Book Sale, Emsworth  

Saturday 21/6   Summer Amnesty Concert (Graylingwell 2)

Many thanks to JILLI WEBBER and all who supported the Chichester Street Collection, which has made a magnificent total of £655.82.  Carry on busking! There are photos available on our Flickr page https://www.flickr.com/photos/amnestybognor/
Thanks also to those who attended the AGM and (re)elected the new committee.  We would still like volunteers to host LETTERWRITING evenings – contact me.
LOCAL AMNESTY EVENTS:
TUES 29/4: FRIENDS’ MEETING HOUSE, CHICHESTER 7.30-9pm. Stephanie Carn (01243 533393) has arranged this extra talk by JANEY MOFFAT about her visit to Afghanistan, where she met mothers and learnt of their struggles. REFRESHMENTS!

SAT 17/5: PLANT AND BOOK SALE, THE SQUARE EMSWORTH.  Methodist Hall, donations of plants and books welcome from 9am, sale 10-12 noon.  We need VOLUNTEERS to help set up, sell and clear on the day; please contact Ann Stewart on dillstew2@hotmail.com.  Bargains galore (50p paperbacks,£1 hardbacks) and the unsold will go for a higher price at the Emsworth charity shops –get in first!  

SAT 21/6 This year’s Amnesty Concert will feature “Hatful of Rain”, a brilliant bluegrass-inspired British folk and roots band.  They will be supported by Amanda Cook (classical guitar) and Richard Sabin (celtic harp).  The concert at Graylingwell Chapel will start at 7.30 pm and be preceded by a Free Range BBQ and bar from 6.30.  Tickets are £10 and available from chichestertickets.co.uk/ 01243 813595 or from Cloisters shop in the Cathedral.  Alternatively, please contact MARK STABLES on sussexsaddlebacks@gmail.com/ 07544278312.  Please set aside this date and encourage as many friends to come as you can.  We are excited to have such a brilliant Band and amazing venue.  All offers of help in terms of distributing publicity, sticking a poster up and/or helping on the night will be very welcome – please contact Mark as above.

Carry on Writing!!!
BOB DEWICK
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Amnesty action: campaigns & letter-writing

	This month’s action

	Central African Republic / The time is up: protect civilians in Central African Republic 

	Background to this action

Anti-balaka (which means anti machete – militia made up of Christians) militias are carrying out violent attacks in an effort to ‘ethnically cleanse’ Muslims in the Central African Republic.  
The existing international peacekeeping forces, including the French operation Sangaris and the African-led International Support Mission to the Central African Republic (MISCA) have not been able to contain the violence nor curb the flight of entire Muslim communities to neighboring countries. According to the latest UN estimate in early March, only 900 of 140,000 Muslims remain in Bangui, and those left behind fear for their lives. Dozens of towns and villages in the western third of the country, which once were home to thousands of Muslims, have been forcibly emptied of their Muslim population. Many homes, churches and mosques have been destroyed, as witnessed by Amnesty International.
Amnesty’s research and recent mission shows that the situation in Central African Republic is dire and that increased support from the international community is needed. This is supported by other reports including the latest report of the UN Secretary General to the UN Security Council recommending a transition to a United Nations peacekeeping mission with a primary mandate to protect civilians.
 Reports are also indicating that the anti-balaka militias are increasingly becoming organised and the Séléka forces are regrouping in the northeast of the Central African Republic (CAR). This is further compounded with increased proliferation of arms and weapons into the country in breach of the United Nations Security Council arms embargo.
For queries or want to do more?

www.amnesty.org.uk/central-african-republic

	What you can do

Hundreds of thousands of civilians need effective protection from the international community. Please use the attached sample letter and call on the United States, as a permanent member of the UN Security Council, to take action now. 
Please send copies to:

· Secretary of State John Kerry, Department of State 2201 C Street. NW Washington DC 20520 
· Ambassador Samantha Power,  United States Mission to the United Nations 799 United Nations Plaza, New York, N.Y. 10017 
Date

President Barack Obama
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington DC 20500

USA
Dear President Obama,

I urge you to take immediate steps to stop the forced exodus of Muslim communities and to ensure the protection of civilians under attack in the Central African Republic (CAR), as recommended in the report UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon submitted on March 3.

The situation is dire. Hundreds of thousands of civilians in the country desperately need protection. Refugees and internally displaced persons need urgent humanitarian assistance. The international community must act now.

In your capacity of permanent member of the UN Security Council, I call on you to exert your maximum influence to:

· Ensure that, in accordance with the report of the UN Secretary-General, a UN peacekeeping force is authorised and deployed as quickly as possible in all parts of the CAR. The force should have a robust mandate to protect civilians, and should include human rights monitoring and reporting components, as well as rule of law components, which have sufficient resources and civilian expertise.

· Ensure the current peacekeeping forces present in CAR (MISCA and Sangaris) are deployed in sufficient numbers and have all the necessary resources, and are utilised in the most effective and robust manner, in particular, positioned in areas where civilians are most in need of protection.

· Ensure the swift deployment of international police units, to support and build the capacity of remaining CAR police forces.

· Ensure that humanitarian assistance urgently reaches refugees and internally displaced persons in need.

· Ensure that the arms embargo from the UN Security Council is enforced to prevent the proliferation of arms and weapons in the country.

I look forward to hearing from you on this important matter.
Yours sincerely,



	www.amnesty.org.uk/bognor for further information about the Bognor Regis, Chichester & District group
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