BOGNOR CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT AMNESTY GROUP 

LOCAL AMNESTY NEWSLETTER: NOVEMBER 2014

Dear Writers and Supporters,   

Congratulations to Rebecca Grove and Stephanie Peat for a wonderful LUNCHTIME CONCERT on 16/10.  Thanks to all who came; you donated generously (£173). 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Sat. Dec 6th, 2014: Greetings Cards Campaign, Cathedral Green 10am-noon

Wed. Dec 10th, 2014: Greetings Cards letterwriting  evening  Chichester

Sat. Feb 7th, 2015: Regional Amnesty conference, Christ Church, Chichester 
LOCAL AMNESTY EVENTS:

SATURDAY 6/12: The Cathedral Chapter has kindly allowed us to have a table again on the Cathedral Green, Chichester, from whence we can get people to sign and post our GREETINGS CARDS to prisoners.  We should be starting 10 am and end at noon, or whenever the cards run out, but we’d like to see you any time you can help in between – please ring me (01243) 823016.  This year the GREETINGS CARD CAMPAIGN has additional e-cases as well as clerical ones; please read the instructions carefully.

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY Wed. 10/12: Letterwriting evening hosted by STEPHANIE CARN at 120 Whyke Road, Chichester PO19 8JG at 7.30 pm, tel (01243) 533393, stephanie@icarn.net. This will carry on with the Greetings Card Campaign, which is the only time we can send cards direct to prisoners.

NEW YEAR EVENTS: In 2015 we are NOT having a street collection.  Instead we are asking everyone to rally round Amnesty’s SOUTHEAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE which will be at Christ Church in Chichester on Saturday 7/2, ending at 4 p.m.  Please VOLUNTEER to help from 9 am.  onwards to set up the rooms, provide refreshments, and clear up afterwards, by contacting Kath Shakespeare on (01243) 552131 as soon as possible.  The programme is still being worked out, but should be very interesting with workshops and a chance to question Amnesty HQ.

OTHER AMNESTY EVENTS

I have the Amnesty 2014 catalogue (01243-823016). 

Amnesty HQ would like to know, through our regional rep Philip Strudwick, which of you use social media for Amnesty campaigning.  If you are happy about this, please contact him on philynda@btinternet.com
Compliments of the season to you all!
                             BOB DEWICK 
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Amnesty action: campaigns & letter-writing

	This month’s action

	Egypt: human rights defender Yara Sallam

	Background to this action

Human rights defender Yara Sallam, and 21 others, were jailed for three years on 26 October by a criminal court, which convicted them of breaching Egypt’s repressive Protest Law and a string of other charges. 
The verdict was handed down by the Heliopolis Court of Misdemeanours, convened in the Tora Police Institute, an annex of Tora Prison. Families and members of the public were not allowed to attend. The group will now appeal the conviction before a higher court, their legal representatives told Amnesty International. 
The security forces had arrested the group on 21 June in the Cairo suburb of Heliopolis, after breaking up a demonstration in the area. 
Lawyers for the group told Amnesty International that evidence presented in court – including audiovisual material – had not proved any of the group had taken part in violence. Yara Sallam’s lawyers had argued that the human rights defender had not taken part in the protest, but was arrested in a security sweep that followed. 
Lawyers also told Amnesty International that during the last trial hearings on 11 and 26 October, the defendants could not hear the trial or communicate with their legal team because a tinted glass screen had been installed, which cut them off from the rest of the courtroom. 
Further background information:

Yara Sallam is a human rights defender working at the Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights. She is also known for her work on women’s rights. She had been walking through the area where the protest took place with her cousin and was buying a bottle of water from a kiosk when a group of men in civilian clothes approached them. The group called the security forces, who arrested both women. They later released Yara Sallam’s cousin, but kept Yara Sallam detained. 


	What you can do
Please write to the Egyptian authorities.

Hesham Mohamed Zaki Barakat, Office of the Public Prosecutor, Supreme Court House, 1 “26 July” Road, Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt 

President  Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, Office of the President, Al Ittihadia Palace, Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt
Deputy Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs for Human Rights, Mahy Hassan Abdel Latif, Multilateral Affairs and International Security Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Corniche al-Nil, Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt 

Email: Contact.Us@mfa.gov.eg, 

PLEASE SEND COPIES OF YOUR APPEAL TO 
His Excellency Mr Ashraf Elkholy, Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt, 26 South Street, London W1K 1DW.

Email: egamboff.london@mfa.gov.eg ; egyemblondon@mfa.gov.eg 
Your Excellency,
I am writing to call on the authorities to release of Yara Sallam, the human rights defender, as well as 21 others held along with her who were together tried and convicted for three years for breaching the Protest Law as well as a number of other charges.  We understand that the trial was conducted where they were unable to hear the trial nor communicate with their legal team thereby not allowing them access in this most pressing of times for them.

I would ask that the authorities release Yara Sallam who was not part of the protest but caught up in a security sweep immediately and unconditionally.  I would also call upon the others to also be released as they have been detained solely for their right in exercising their right to freedom of assembly.

Thank you in anticipation. 
Yours sincerely,



	25 YEARS OF THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
Call on the USA to ratify the Convention


	Background to this action

This month marks 25 years since the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Convention was adopted by the UN General Assembly on 20 November 1989, and entered into force on 2 September 1990. The Convention on the Rights of the Child was the first treaty that sought to address the particular needs of children and provide a minimum standard of protection for children's rights. 
The Convention on the Rights of the Child is the world’s most widely accepted human rights treaty, having been ratified by almost every member state of the United Nations. However, despite having signed the Convention in 1995, the USA has still not ratified it. 
If you have any queries about this action please contact childrensnetwork@amnesty.org.uk
	What you can do

Please write to the US ambassador at the address below, using the sample letter below: 
Ambassador Matthew W. Barzun 24 Grosvenor Square
London, W1K 6AH

Dear Ambassador, 
On the 25th anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, I/we believe it is unacceptable that the US government has yet to protect these vital rights. Almost every country in the world has ratified this treaty. The USA has yet to join them. I urge the USA to finally commit to the protection of one of the most vulnerable groups and to ratify the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Yours sincerely, 


	www.amnesty.org.uk/bognor for further information about the Bognor Regis, Chichester & District group
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