Alexander Yakovenko 

Embassy of the Russian Federation to the United Kingdom 

13 Kensington Palace Gardens 

London 

W8 4QX
Your Excellency,
Khalil Ma’touq

I am writing to you to express my dismay and concern that Khalil Ma'touq, a prominent human rights lawyer, is still the victim of enforced disappearance in Syria since 2012.
On 2 October 2012 Khalil Ma'touq set off on his usual drive to his offices in Damascus - but he never arrived. Since then his family have received various tip-offs from unofficial sources of Khalil being detained by various branches of Syrian security forces. Despite this, the Syrian government continues to deny that they are holding him. Amnesty International believes that he is a prisoner of conscience, detained solely for his human rights-related work.
The Russian authorities have significant influence with the Syrian authorities and can use it, if they choose, to speak out for Khalil Ma'touq, and the tens of thousands of other victims of enforced disappearance in Syria. I'm urging you to please use your influence with the Syrian authorities to call for the immediate release of Khalil Ma'touq.
Yours sincerely

Bognor Regis, Chichester & District Group

LOCAL AMNESTY NEWSLETTER: SEPTEMBER 2014

Dear Writers and Supporters,

Many thanks to those who walked the PUMBLE and just missed the rain.  Thanks are due to those who prepared and came to the Barnham AmnesTEA at Maggie Courtnadge’s, which made £135, excluding the jam money.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Wednesday 24/09 Letter-writing evening, Chichester 

Wednesday 08/10: Afghanistan talk, Friends’ Centre Chichester  

Thursday 16/10: Lunchtime Arias and Songs for Amnesty, University of Chichester

LOCAL AMNESTY EVENTS:

WEDNESDAY 24/09: LETTERWRITING EVENING, 7.30 pm at Howard Morgan’s, 26 Kensington Road, Chichester, PO19 2XS. Please contact him on (01243) 776619 beforehand.

The postponed talk on “Human Rights and Afghanistan” by Janey Moffat will now be at the FRIENDS’ MEETING HOUSE Priory Road, Chichester, PO19 1NX on WEDNESDAY 08/10 at 7.30 pm, and will feature interviews with Afghan mothers.  Refreshments!  Ring Stephanie Carn on (01243) 533393 or 07811 203399 for more details.

THURSDAY 16/10, a rare treat of a LUNCHTIME CONCERT in the chapel of Chichester University, College Lane Chichester PO19 6PE, from noon to 1pm.  Rebecca Grove and Stephanie Peat perform their favourite songs, accompanied by Chris Coote. The e-newsletter has links to a map, if you’re not sure how to get there. You can bring a packed lunch; and the Students Union is available before and after. Please contact Rebecca on 07766 578600.

OTHER EVENTS

UK Amnesty are asking us what we think of the International “Strategic Goal Consultation” in September and October, and will provide an options paper; contact me for details.

Haslar Visitors Group has changed its name to “Friends Without Borders” and have a talk at All Saints Church, Portsmouth at 2pm on Sunday 12/9. Contact Anne on 023 9283 9222 or anne@friendswithoutborders.org.uk
                                Carry on Writing!!!
                             BOB DEWICK 
[image: image1.emf]

Amnesty action: campaigns & letter-writing

	This month’s action

	Egypt: court to try 494 people over protests

	Background to this action

A court in Cairo is due to try 494 people for their alleged role in violence during protests in August 2013, in a case which may lead to mass death sentences. Those on trial include 11 children and 18-year-old Ibrahim Halawa, an Egyptian-Irish national who Amnesty International has established is a prisoner of conscience.
The trial relates to protests that took place on 16 and 17 August 2013, in the Ramsis area of central Cairo. At least 97 people died in the protests – most as a result of a reckless use of force by the security forces. More than 400 of the 494 defendants have been charged with murder and attempted murder, offences punishable by death under Egyptian law. The remainder have been charged with offences including “destroying public property”, “protesting without authorization”, “attacking the security forces” and “hindering the work of national institutions”.
According to the case file, seen by Amnesty International, most of the over 100 witnesses due to be called in the trial are police officers or government officials. Others among the 494 may also be prisoners of conscience, detained solely for peacefully exercising their rights to freedom of expression and assembly.
The trial was scheduled to start on 12 August, but was delayed after the judges due to hear the case recused themselves after the defendants' lawyers objected to them. The Cairo Appeals Court will schedule another court panel of judges at a later date, likely to be soon.
	What you can do

Please write 

· Urging the Egyptian authorities to ensure the trial of all 494 defendants in connection with the August 2013 protests complies with international fair trial standards, without recourse to the death penalty;
· Calling on them to ensure that anyone under the age of 18 is treated in accordance with the principles of juvenile justice and, if detained, is held separately from adults;
· Calling on them to release Ibrahim Halawa immediately and unconditionally, as he is a prisoner of conscience, detained solely for peacefully exercising his right to freedom of expression and assembly;
· Urging them to also release any others detained solely for peacefully exercising their rights to freedom of expression and assembly.
PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 25 SEPTEMBER 2014 TO

Public Prosecutor
Hesham Mohamed Zaki Barakat, Office of the Public Prosecutor

Supreme Court House, 1 “26 July” Road, Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt

Fax: 00202 2 577 4716

00202 2 575 7165 (switched off after office hours, GMT+3)

Salutation: Dear Counsellor

President
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, Office of the President, Al Ittihadia Palace, Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt

Fax: 00202 2 391 1441

Salutation: Your Excellency

And copies to:
His Excellency Mr Ashraf Elkholy, Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt, 26 South Street, London W1K 1DW
Fax: 020 7491 1542     Tel: 020 7499 3304
Email: egamboff.london@mfa.gov.eg, egyemblondon@mfa.gov.eg


	Free missing human rights lawyer in Syria

	Background to this action
The International Day of the Disappeared fell on 30 August.  Please take action for Khalil Ma’touq.  You can send the enclosed letter, or complete the action online: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues/Syria
Khalil Ma'touq set off on his usual drive to work, from his home in the town of Sahnaya to nearby Damascus on 2 October 2012. He was accompanied by his friend and assistant Mohammed Thatha. Their route passed through many government-controlled security checkpoints. At one of these checkpoints, unofficial sources suggest that the men were arrested by members of the security forces. Nearly two years later, Khalil and Mohammed are still missing.
Call on Russia to use its influence to make sure that Syrian authorities reveal Khalil's location and release him from detention, unconditionally.
The Russian authorities have significant influence with the Syrian authorities and can use it, if they choose, to speak out for Khalil Ma'touq, and the tens of thousands of people who have 'disappeared' under Syrian forces.

Punished for defending human rights?

Khalil Ma’touq is a human rights lawyer and the director of the Syrian Centre for Legal Studies and Research. He has defended hundreds of political prisoners and prisoners of conscience in Syria. Now he is a prisoner of conscience, detained solely for his peaceful and important human rights work.

Speaking out about government abuses in Syria was risky even before the current conflict began. Prior to 2011, security forces reacted to work like that of Khalil's with threats, intimidation, prosecution, arbitrary arrest and torture. Post-2011, the chances of being targeted and punished for speaking out have dramatically increased.

Khalil has been punished by the state for his work in the past - for example, he was banned from travelling between 2005 and 2011. He has committed no crime to warrant detention by the state; he is a prisoner of conscience, punished for speaking out against the regime.  Further information can be found at https://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues/Syria


	www.amnesty.org.uk/bognor for further information about the Bognor Regis, Chichester & District group
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