BOGNOR CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT AMNESTY GROUP 

LOCAL AMNESTY NEWSLETTER: SUMMER 2014

Dear Writers and Supporters,   

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:-

Sat. 19/07 Trundle Picnic Pumble

Sat. 30/8 AmnesTEA, Barnham 2-4 pm                           

Wed. 08/10: Afghanistan talk, Friends’ Centre, Chichester  

Thu. 16/10: Lunchtime Arias and Songs for Amnesty, University of Chichester
Many thanks to MARK STABLES and all who helped him with the Concert on 21/06.  I think all who were there will agree that Amanda Cook and “Hatful of Rain” made a very effective combination – and we made some money for the Group as well.

LOCAL AMNESTY EVENTS:
SAT 19/07 TRUNDLE PICNIC PUMBLE.  This year, I’m inviting you to bring a picnic along, as the food in our planned pub is a bit pricey.  Meet in the car park of the Lavant “Earl of March”(on the 60 bus route) at 11 am.  The uphill part of the Pumble will take us to the car park on St Roche’s Hill (map ref SU873110) where we can picnic at about 1230 (those who want can meet us there) before going downhill to the Partridge Inn for further refreshment (www.thepartridgeinn.co.uk).

SAT 30/08: AmnesTEA, hosted by Maggie Courtnadge at 67 Downview Road, Barnham, 2pm to 4pm.  Sandwiches, cake, and alpacas will be present.  Please ring Maggie on (01243) 552099 or Kath Shakespeare (01243) 552131 to book places and offer help.

Would anyone like to host a LETTERWRITING EVENING in September?  Please contact me (01243) 823016 or Kath Shakespeare.

THURSDAY 16/10, a rare treat of a LUNCHTIME CONCERT, in the chapel of Chichester University, from noon to 1pm.  More details in later newsletters.

OTHER EVENTS

I have the latest appeal from Casa Alianza – contact me.  

The Chichester Quakers are organising a series of events for the Festival.  You may be interested in the talk “Prison – A Last Resort?” by Juliet Lyon CBE at the Priory Road Meeting House on 12/7 at 5.30 pm, and in the War and Peace Memorial Exhibition at the same place 5-12/7, Open Day Wed 9/7 10am to 7pm. See www.chichesterquakers.org.uk

                                Carry on Writing!!!
                             BOB DEWICK 
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Amnesty action: campaigns & letter-writing

	This month’s action

	Brazil World Cup and Human Rights 2014: One Goal – No Violence

	Background to this action

Amnesty is concerned over the right to Freedom of Expression and increased police brutality in the context of protest in Brazil.

Since June 2013 Brazil we have seen large scale demonstrations taking place in the country, showing great discontent with the poor quality of public services in the context of the World Cup and Olympics 2016 being hosted there. What started as demonstrations protesting against very specific issues such as increased travel fairs ahead of the World Cup have now broadened out to wider issues including poor health care, education and the impact the events will have on thousands of people living in the urban areas. 

As hundreds of thousands of people taking part in protests and peaceful demonstrations across major cities such as Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo, it has been made very clear that Brazilian police have not been properly trained to deal with demonstrations and protest at this scale. As a result the police have often responded with using excessive and unnecessary force including the increased use of less lethal weapons such as tear gas, pepper spray, stun grenades and rubber bullets. 

Two individuals that have been affected by the police brutality in Brazil and increased police presence in ahead of the World Cup is 26 year old Douglas Rafael Pereira da Silva and 27 year old Edilson Silva dos Santos who were both caught up in violence and shot to death by the police. No one has yet been held to account for their killings. 
Want to know more or sign the online petition?  Go to: www.amnesty.org.uk/brazil
	What you can do

Please write a letter to the Governor of Rio using the key points below: 
· Urging the authorities to ensure a prompt, thorough, independent and impartial investigation into allegations that police were responsible for the killings of Douglas Rafael Pereira da Silva and Edilson Silva dos Santos, and ensure that any officers responsible for abusive use of force are brought to justice in criminal proceedings 
· Urging them to ensure the safety of Maria de Fátima, and other family or community members who are mobilized seeking justice for the two killings, protecting them from any kind of intimidation or threats 
· Urging them to order prompt, independent and impartial investigations of all allegations of unnecessary or excessive use of force or other abuses by military police officers in the local UPP in Pavão-Pavãzinho 
Governor of Rio de Janeiro 
Luiz Fernando Pezão Palácio Guanabara
R. Pinheiro Machado, 
s/n - Laranjeiras CEP 22238-900, Rio de Janeiro, RJ
Fax: 0055 21 23343559 

Salutation: Dear Governor 
PLEASE SEND COPIES OF YOUR APPEAL TO 
His Excellency Roberto Jaguaribe Embassy of Brazil
14-16 Cockspur Street
London SW1Y 5BL 
F: 020 7399 9100
E: info.london@itam


	Egypt: Jailed for being journalists

	Background to this action

Al Jazeera English staff Mohamed Fahmy, Peter Greste and Baher Mohamed were jailed by an Egyptian court on 23 June on charges of broadcasting false news and involvement with the outlawed Muslim Brotherhood movement. They are prisoners of conscience

The court, convened at the Tora Police Institute, sentenced Mohamed Fahmy and Peter Greste to seven years in prison. Baher Mohamed was sentenced to 10 years on an additional charge of possessing a bullet casing, which he claimed he had taken as a souvenir.   Mohamed Fahmy is still suffering from an injured shoulder, which may result in permanent disability.

The court acquitted two others standing trial in the case, Anas Mohamed El Beltagy and Shady Abdelhamid, but sentenced Sohaib Saad Mohamed, Khaled Mohamed Abdel Raouf, Ahmed Abdelazim and Khaled Abdel Rahman Mahmoud to seven years in prison. The basis of the conviction was unclear; an Amnesty International trial observer did not see any evidence that would implicate the men in terrorism-related offences. The court ordered forensic doctors to examine three of the men after they alleged that security forces had beaten them, but it was unclear if the examination was ever conducted, and defence lawyers complained that its report never arrived.

Those convicted can appeal the verdicts before a higher court.  The court convicted 11 others in their absence.

Want to know more or sign the online petition?  Go to: www.amnesty.org.uk/egypt

	What you can do

Please write immediately in Arabic, English or your own language

· Calling on the Egyptian authorities to release Mohamed Fahmy, Peter Greste and Baher Mohamed immediately and unconditionally;

· Urging them to release Sohaib Saad Mohamed, Khaled Mohamed Abdel Raouf, Ahmed Abdelazim and Khaled Abdel Rahman Mahmoud unless they are to be retried for recognizably criminal offences in proceedings that comply with international standards for fair trial;

· Urging them to quash any convictions of Mohamed Fahmy, Peter Greste, Baher Mohamed and any other defendants based solely on their peaceful exercise of the rights to freedoms of expression and association; 

· Calling on them to order independent and impartial investigations into all allegations of ill-treatment and ensure Mohamed Fahmy has access to any medical attention he may require.
PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 5 AUGUST 2014 TO:

Public prosecutor: Hesham Mohamed Zaki Barakat, Office of the Public Prosecutor, Supreme Court House, 1 “26 July” Road, Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt

Salutation: Dear Counsellor

President: Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, Office of the President, Al Ittihadia Palace, Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt

Salutation: Your Excellency

Copies to: 

His Excellency Mr Hatem Seif El Nasr, Embassy Of The Arab Republic Of Egypt, 26 South Street, LONDON, W1K 1DN
eg.emb_london@mfa.gov.eg
Salutation: Your Excellency



	www.amnesty.org.uk/bognor for further information about the Bognor Regis, Chichester & District group
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