peterjmartin@ukgateway.net





                  6 Manville Road

Tooting Bec

London

SW17 8JN

30 September 2013

His Excellency, Dr Dalhatu Sarki Tafida

High Commission for the Federal Republic of Nigeria
Nigeria House

9 Northumberland Avenue

WC2N 5BX
Your Excellency,
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)
This coming Saturday 5 October supporters of Amnesty International will be calling on embassies of countries where women and girls are at risk of female genital mutilation.  As you know, the United Nations Assembly on 20 December 2012 passed a ban on this cruel and degrading practice in all 194 member states.
FGM involves the partial or total removal of the external female genitalia, or other injury to the female genital organs for non-medical reasons. It can result in death from bleeding or septicaemia, infertility, prolonged and difficult childbirth and can severely affect the mental and psychological health of girls and women who undergo the procedure. The continued practice of FGM is also a violation of the rights of girls and women as laid out in the UN Convention on The Rights of the Child and Article 5 of the Human Rights Declaration. We trust you will therefore agree that it has no place in the 21st century. In fact, it is a cultural practice which long predates organised religions and is not supported by the teachings of Judaism, Christianity or Islam. Significantly, in the major 2013 UNICEF Survey, a majority of boys and men in most affected countries say they do not want their future wife to have undergone FGM.
As a UN member you will know that the Resolution requires all member states to pass legislation proscribing the practice of FGM and to allocate sufficient resources for its elimination. However, at present, it is estimated that approximately 20 million girls and women in Nigeria suffer from this outdated practice and so, given the impact on their health, we are sure you will agree that it is in your country’s interest to effectively comply with the UN ruling. Indeed, in countries where legislation is being actively enforced government organisations are tackling FGM through education programmes and local support services and, as a result, FGM is being substantially reduced.

Amnesty International UK’s campaign ‘Women’s Human Rights’ supports the United Nations’ ban on FGM and as members of AIUK’s Wandsworth Group we respectfully request that you pass on our concerns to your government on this vital issue.

Yours respectfully

Peter Martin

Chair, Amnesty International Wandsworth
peterjmartin@ukgateway.net                                                                                      6 Manville Road Tooting Bec

London

SW17 8JN

30 September 2013

His Excellency Abdullahi H A El Azreg
Embassy of the Republic of Sudan

3 Cleveland Row
St James

London SW1A 1DD
Your Excellency
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)
This coming Saturday 5 October supporters of Amnesty International will be calling on embassies of countries where women and girls are at risk of female genital mutilation.  As you know, the United Nations Assembly on 20 December 2012 passed a ban on this cruel and degrading practice in all 194 member states.
FGM involves the partial or total removal of the external female genitalia, or other injury to the female genital organs for non-medical reasons. It can result in death from bleeding or septicaemia, infertility, prolonged and difficult childbirth and can severely affect the mental and psychological health of girls and women who undergo the procedure. The continued practice of FGM is also a violation of the rights of girls and women as laid out in the UN Convention on The Rights of the Child and Article 5 of the Human Rights Declaration. We trust you will therefore agree that it has no place in the 21st century. In fact, it is a cultural practice which long predates organised religions and is not supported by the teachings of Judaism, Christianity or Islam. Significantly, in the major 2013 UNICEF Survey, a majority of boys and men in most affected countries say they do not want their future wife to have undergone FGM.

As a UN member you will know that the Resolution requires all member states to pass legislation proscribing the practice of FGM and to allocate sufficient resources for its elimination. However, at present, it is estimated that approximately 88 per cent of girls and women in Sudan suffer from this outdated practice and so, given the impact on their health, we are sure you will agree that it is in your country’s interest to effectively comply with the UN ruling. Indeed, in countries where legislation is being actively enforced government organisations are tackling FGM through education programmes and local support services and, as a result, FGM is being substantially reduced.

Amnesty International UK’s campaign ‘Women’s Human Rights’ supports the United Nations’ ban on FGM and as members of AI UK’s Wandsworth Group we respectfully request that you pass on our concerns to your government on this vital issue.

Yours respectfully

Peter Martin

Chair, Amnesty International Wandsworth

peterjmartin@ukgateway.net                                                                               6 Manville Road                     Tooting Bec

London

SW17 8JN

30 September 2013

His Excellency Ashraf Elkholy

Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt
26 South Street
London W1K 1DW

Your Excellency
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

This coming Saturday 5 October supporters of Amnesty International will be calling on embassies of countries where women and girls are at risk of female genital mutilation.  As you know, the United Nations Assembly on 20 December 2012 passed a ban on this cruel and degrading practice in all 194 member states.
FGM involves the partial or total removal of the external female genitalia, or other injury to the female genital organs for non-medical reasons. It can result in death from bleeding or septicaemia, infertility, prolonged and difficult childbirth and can severely affect the mental and psychological health of girls and women who undergo the procedure. The continued practice of FGM is also a violation of the rights of girls and women as laid out in the UN Convention on The Rights of the Child and Article 5 of the Human Rights Declaration. We trust you will therefore agree that it has no place in the 21st century. In fact, it is a cultural practice which long predates organised religions and is not supported by the teachings of Judaism, Christianity or Islam. Significantly, in the major 2013 UNICEF Survey, a majority of boys and men in most affected countries say they do not want their future wife to have undergone FGM.

As a UN member you will know that the Resolution requires all member states to pass legislation proscribing the practice of FGM and to allocate sufficient resources for its elimination. However, at present, it is estimated that approximately 91 per cent of girls and women in Egypt suffer from this outdated practice and so, given the impact on their health, we are sure you will agree that it is in your country’s interest to effectively comply with the UN ruling. Indeed, in countries where legislation is being actively enforced government organisations are tackling FGM through education programmes and local support services and, as a result, FGM is being substantially reduced.

Amnesty International UK’s campaign ‘Women’s Human Rights’ supports the United Nations’ ban on FGM and as members of AI UK’s Wandsworth Group we respectfully request that you pass on our concerns to your government on this vital issue.

Yours respectfully

Peter Martin

Chair, Amnesty International Wandsworth
peterjmartin@ukgateway.net                                                                                      6 Manville Road Tooting Bec

London

SW17 8JN

30 September 2013

His Excellency. Teuku Mohammad Hamzah Thayeb

Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia
38 Grosvenor Square
W1K 2HW
Dear Ambassador

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

This coming Saturday 5 October supporters of Amnesty International will be calling on embassies of countries where women and girls are at risk of female genital mutilation.  As you know, the United Nations Assembly on 20 December 2012 passed a ban on this cruel and degrading practice in all 194 member states.

FGM involves the partial or total removal of the external female genitalia, or other injury to the female genital organs for non-medical reasons. It can result in death from bleeding or septicaemia, infertility, prolonged and difficult childbirth and can severely affect the mental and psychological health of girls and women who undergo the procedure. The continued practice of FGM is also a violation of the rights of girls and women as laid out in the UN Convention on The Rights of the Child and Article 5 of the Human Rights Declaration. We trust you will therefore agree that it has no place in the 21st century. In fact, it is a cultural practice which long predates organised religions and is not supported by the teachings of Judaism, Christianity or Islam. Significantly, in the major 2013 UNICEF Survey, a majority of boys and men in most affected countries say they do not want their future wife to have undergone FGM.
As a UN member you will know that the Resolution requires all member states to pass legislation proscribing the practice of FGM and to allocate sufficient resources for its elimination. However, at present, it is estimated that approximately 99 per cent of girls and women in Indonesia suffer from this outdated practice and so, given the impact on their health, we are sure you will agree that it is in your country’s interest to effectively comply with the UN ruling. Indeed, in countries where legislation is being actively enforced government organisations are tackling FGM through education programmes and local support services and, as a result, FGM is being substantially reduced.

Amnesty International UK’s campaign ‘Women’s Human Rights’ supports the United Nations ban on FGM and as members of AI UK’s Wandsworth Group we respectfully request that you pass on our concerns to your government on this vital issue.

Yours respectfully

Peter Martin

Chair, Amnesty International Wandsworth

peterjmartin@ukgateway.net






     6 Manville Road Tooting Bec

London

SW17 8JN

30 September 2013

His Excellency Ambassador Berhanu Kebede

Embassy of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

17 Princes Gate

SW7 1PZ
Dear Ambassador

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

This coming Saturday 5 October supporters of Amnesty International will be calling on embassies of countries where women and girls are at risk of female genital mutilation.  As you know, the United Nations Assembly on 20 December 2012 passed a ban on this cruel and degrading practice in all 194 member states.
FGM involves the partial or total removal of the external female genitalia, or other injury to the female genital organs for non-medical reasons. It can result in death from bleeding or septicaemia, infertility, prolonged and difficult childbirth and can severely affect the mental and psychological health of girls and women who undergo the procedure. The continued practice of FGM is also a violation of the rights of girls and women as laid out in the UN Convention on The Rights of the Child and Article 5 of the Human Rights Declaration. We trust you will therefore agree that it has no place in the 21st century. In fact, it is a cultural practice which long predates organised religions and is not supported by the teachings of Judaism, Christianity or Islam. Significantly, in the major 2013 UNICEF Survey, a majority of boys and men in most affected countries say they do not want their future wife to have undergone FGM.

As a UN member you will know that the Resolution requires all member states to pass legislation proscribing the practice of FGM and to allocate sufficient resources for its elimination. However, at present, it is estimated that approximately 74 per cent of girls and women in Ethiopia suffer from this outdated practice and so, given the impact on their health, we are sure you will agree that it is in your country’s interest to effectively comply with the UN ruling. Indeed, in countries where legislation is being actively enforced government organisations are tackling FGM through education programmes and local support services and, as a result, FGM is being substantially reduced.

Amnesty International UK’s campaign ‘Women’s Human Rights’ supports the United Nations ban on FGM and as members of AI UK’s Wandsworth Group we respectfully request that you pass on our concerns to your government on this vital issue.

Yours respectfully

Peter Martin

Chair, Amnesty International Wandsworth

peterjmartin@ukgateway.net 



     6 Manville Road                                                           
Tooting Bec 
London

SW17 8JN

30 September 2013

His Excellency Ambassador Abdulla Ali Alradhi

Yemeni Embassy
57 Cromwell Road
SW7 2ED

Dear Ambassador
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

This coming Saturday 5 October supporters of Amnesty International will be calling on embassies of countries where women and girls are at risk of female genital mutilation.  As you know, the United Nations Assembly on 20 December 2012 passed a ban on this cruel and degrading practice in all 194 member states.
FGM involves the partial or total removal of the external female genitalia, or other injury to the female genital organs for non-medical reasons. It can result in death from bleeding or septicaemia, infertility, prolonged and difficult childbirth and can severely affect the mental and psychological health of girls and women who undergo the procedure. The continued practice of FGM is also a violation of the rights of girls and women as laid out in the UN Convention on The Rights of the Child and Article 5 of the Human Rights Declaration. We trust you will therefore agree that it has no place in the 21st century. In fact, it is a cultural practice which long predates organised religions and is not supported by the teachings of Judaism, Christianity or Islam. Significantly, in the major 2013 UNICEF Survey, a majority of boys and men in most affected countries say they do not want their future wife to have undergone FGM.

As a UN member you will know that the Resolution requires all member states to pass legislation proscribing the practice of FGM and to allocate sufficient resources for its elimination. However, at present, it is estimated that approximately 23 per cent of girls and women in Yemen suffer from this outdated practice and so, given the impact on their health, we are sure you will agree that it is in your country’s interest to effectively comply with the UN ruling. Indeed, in countries where legislation is being actively enforced government organisations are tackling FGM through education programmes and local support services and, as a result, FGM is being substantially reduced.

Amnesty International UK’s campaign ‘Women’s Human Rights’ supports the United Nations’ ban on FGM and as members of AI UK’s Wandsworth Group we respectfully request that you pass on our concerns to your government on this vital issue.

Yours respectfully

Peter Martin

Chair
Amnesty International Wandsworth
peterjmartin@ukgateway.net  






      6 Manville Road 




                                                                            Tooting Bec

London

SW17 8JN

30 September 2013
Her Excellency, Mrs.Elizabeth Ya Eli Harding

Gambian High Commission
92 Ledbury Road
Notting Hill

W11 2AH

Your Excellency
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

This coming Saturday 5 October supporters of Amnesty International will be calling on embassies of countries where women and girls are at risk of female genital mutilation.  As you know, the United Nations Assembly on 20 December 2012 passed a ban on this cruel and degrading practice in all 194 member states.
FGM involves the partial or total removal of the external female genitalia, or other injury to the female genital organs for non-medical reasons. It can result in death from bleeding or septicaemia, infertility, prolonged and difficult childbirth and can severely affect the mental and psychological health of girls and women who undergo the procedure. The continued practice of FGM is also a violation of the rights of girls and women as laid out in the UN Convention on The Rights of the Child and Article 5 of the Human Rights Declaration. We trust you will therefore agree that it has no place in the 21st century. In fact, it is a cultural practice which long predates organised religions and is not supported by the teachings of Judaism, Christianity or Islam. Significantly, in the major 2013 UNICEF Survey, a majority of boys and men in most affected countries say they do not want their future wife to have undergone FGM.

As a UN member you will know that the Resolution requires all member states to pass legislation proscribing the practice of FGM and to allocate sufficient resources for its elimination. However, at present, it is estimated that approximately 76 per cent of girls and women in Gambia suffer from this outdated practice and so, given the impact on their health, we are sure you will agree that it is in your country’s interest to effectively comply with the UN ruling. Indeed, in countries where legislation is being actively enforced government organisations are tackling FGM through education programmes and local support services and, as a result, FGM is being substantially reduced.

Amnesty International UK’s campaign ‘Women’s Human Rights’ supports the United Nations’ ban on FGM and as members of AI UK’s Wandsworth Group we respectfully request that you pass on our concerns to your government on this vital issue.

Yours respectfully

Peter Martin

Chair, Amnesty International Wandsworth
peterjmartin@ukgateway.net 



                                            6 Manville Road Tooting Bec

London

SW17 8JN

30 September 2013

His Excellency Mr Abdou Sourang

Embassy of the Republic of Senegal

39 Marloes Road

W8 6LA
Dear Ambassador

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

On Saturday 5 October supporters of Amnesty International will be calling on the embassies of countries where women and girls are at risk of being subjected to female genital mutilation. As part of our campaign we would like to applaud Senegal’s efforts to stamp out the practice, with the aim of eradicating it completely by 2015.

We know that in countries such as your own, where legislation is being actively enforced and where government organisations are tackling the issue through education programmes and local support services, FGM is being substantially reduced.

The practice of FGM is also a violation of the rights of girls and women as laid out in the UN Convention on The Rights of the Child and Article 5 of the Human Rights Declaration. We trust you will therefore agree that it has no place in the 21st century. In fact, it is a cultural practice which long predates organised religions and is not supported by the teachings of Judaism, Christianity or Islam. Significantly, in the major 2013 UNICEF Survey, a majority of boys and men in most affected countries say they do not want their future wife to have undergone FGM. 

Amnesty International UK’s campaign ‘Women’s Human Rights’ supports the United Nations ban on FGM and as members of AI UK’s Wandsworth Group, we respectfully request that Senegal continues to work hard to stamp out this practice. 

Yours respectfully

Peter Martin

Chair
Amnesty International Wandsworth
