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Meeting on 9th January 2014 at Avenue Baptist Church

Present – Heidrun, Doug, Richard, Lynnette, Dick, Mike & Muriel

Apologies: Steve, Maureen, Audrey & Tricia

Why no Burma Speaker?  Mike explained that due to a dates mix up, Tony Fairman had arrived on Wednesday 8th January. As this was Mike’s fault the meeting agreed we would refund Tony his train fare of £23.65. Tony has agreed to come to another meeting.
Review of Write for Rights Event: We sent about 200 cards and letters and it was generally felt to have been a successful and industrious morning.  The room was excellent (thanks to Lynnette for arranging it) and although we didn’t have as many “regulars” as in previous years we did have a few new faces. We would have the room again. Next year we need more local publicity, including posters in local libraries. The total cost of the event (mainly postage) including hire of the room was approx £194 but we had donations of over £100. THANK YOU TO EVERYBODY WHO CONTRIBUTED IN WHATEVER WAY.
Treasurer: The balance stood at £684.90 before the expenses, etc. of the WfR event. Mu will circulate a request subs sometime early this year - as we didn’t ask in 2013 she will ask politely for a donation to cover 2 years.
Fundraising:  Maureen has resigned as Fundraiser, mainly because of work and other pressures so we will need to consider the matter at the AGM. Although we have decided to reduce fundraising to a much lower level, just to support campaigning, the lack of support for the proposed meal in November was disappointing.
Publicity Richard had found that the cost of hiring rooms in the new Forum Library is prohibitive.  The position on exhibitions was uncertain – Heidrun will follow this up and Mike will send her some general posters for distribution to local libraries via The Forum.

Monthly Action - 
Secretary. Further re-arrangement of our meeting programme needed following the mix-up with Tony Fairman and Liesbeth’s unavailability on 13th February. Mike has contacted them and arranged new dates – see revised programme of meetings. We will have the next meeting at Avenue Baptists if it’s available (it is!).
Campaigns: We tried to log onto the AI UK website to take part in an action concerning Jabeur Mejri and sign an on-line petition on behalf of Hakamado Iwao but the technology failed! Neither of these cases now features in the AI UK website.
Prisoner of Conscience Dr Tun Aung- we wrote letters to President Thein Sein on his behalf.
Women’s rights, Forced Evictions and Corporate Responsibility - nothing to report. Zimbabwe – we wrote letters to the Zimbabwean Minister of Justice and Ambassador concerning the death penalty. 
Yorm Bopha – we signed more cards sending her greetings and support
LGB – Richard had details of an Urgent Action relating to anti-homosexual legislation in Uganda which are now available on the Group website.
AOB: Next meeting: 13th February 7:30pm at Avenue Baptist Church
Mike Pregnall   

01702 204748
UGANDA  Anti Homosexuality Bill
The Ugandan Parliament has passed a bill which entrenches discrimination and hatred against lesbian, gay, bisexual transgender and intersex people. The Bill is now with the President who can veto the Bill or ask Parliament to reconsider specific provisions. 
The Anti-Homosexuality Bill was tabled and passed within minutes by Parliament on 20 December. It was first introduced into Parliament in 2009. 

The Ugandan Penal Code already prohibits ‘carnal knowledge against the order of nature’, which is punishable with life imprisonment. However, the Anti-Homosexuality Bill goes much further by including a range of different people who could be targeted for arrest for “aggravated homosexuality” – an offence that now carries a punishment of life imprisonment, replacing a maximum sentence of the death penalty in a previous draft of the Bill. Those who could be charged with “aggravated homosexuality” include “serial offenders” and anyone who is HIV positive and found to have had sexual relations with a person of the same sex – even when such conduct is consensual and protected. Other disturbing provisions of the draft bill include criminalizing the “promotion” of homosexuality, compelling HIV testing in some circumstances, and imposing life sentences for entering into a same-sex marriage. 
On 10 September the government’s Speaker of Parliament launched a human rights checklist to give lawmakers criteria to assess whether new pieces of legislation were at risk of violating key rights and freedoms protected by Uganda's Constitution, including freedom of expression and freedom from discrimination. These rights – as well as many others protected by Uganda’s constitution and international and regional human rights treaties to which Uganda is a party, would be violated if the President assents and the Bill is passed into law. 
The President could reject the Bill in its entirety, or ask for Parliament to reconsider specific provisions in the Bill. However, even if the Bill is assented to with amendments by the President, it is likely to have lasting, harmful effects on any Ugandan believed to have breached its far-reaching provisions. It would also significantly hamper the work of human rights defenders and public health professionals. 
Please write immediately in English or your own language: 

* Urging the Ugandan President to veto the Bill in its entirety; 

* Reminding the Ugandan President that rights guaranteed under Uganda’s Constitution and in international and regional human rights treaties to which Uganda is a party would be violated if the Bill were to become law. 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 31 JANUARY 2014 TO:  (Time difference = GMT + 3 hrs / BST + 2 hrs) 


President of the Republic of Uganda 
H.E. Kaguta Yoweri Museveni 
Office of the President         
P.O Box 7168, Kampala, Uganda 
E-mail: info@statehouse.go.ug or ps@opm.go.ug ,
Fax: 00256 414 235 462 
Salutation: Your Excellency 

PLEASE SEND COPIES OF YOUR APPEAL TO 

Her Excellency Mrs Joyce Kakuramatsi Kikafunda, High Commission of Uganda, Uganda House, 58 - 59 Trafalgar Square, London, WC2N 5DX 

Fax: 020 7839 8925           Tel: 020 7839 5783 020 7839 5783  Email: info@ugandahighcommission.co.uk          Web: www.ugandahighcommission.co.uk    
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The Anti-Homosexuality Bill was first introduced in October 2009 and was eventually debated and passed by parliament on 20 December 2013. 

Now that the Bill has been passed by Parliament, it has gone to President Museveni who has 30 days to sign or veto it. If signed, it passes into law; if vetoed, it returns to Parliament once again for a vote. If it passes again in Parliament, the President can veto the Bill a second time. If the Bill returns to Parliament a third time and passes with a two-thirds majority vote, it becomes law regardless of whether the President assents to it or not. If the President fails to veto or assent within the 30 days of the Bill being passed by Parliament it will automatically become law. 

The passing of the Bill comes amidst shrinking space for the right to freedom of expression and association in Uganda. Many groups have been banned from holding demonstrations and activists with dissenting views on issues including oil governance, corruption and human rights have faced ongoing intimidation, harassment and surveillance. 

The Bill would also have severe impacts on the right to the highest attainable standard of health for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and Intersex (LGBTI) people in Uganda; the provisions classing sex while HIV positive could deter people from seeking information about their HIV status, and in some circumstances the provisions on forced HIV testing could also violate this right. More generally, the passage of this Bill - and the climate of hostility towards those who are, or are suspected of being - LGBTI, risks limiting the ability of health professionals to provide services to LGBTI individuals, particularly HIV prevention services for men who have sex with men. 

On 10 September this year the government’s Speaker of Parliament launched a human rights checklist to give lawmakers criteria to assess whether new pieces of legislation were at risk of violating key rights and freedoms protected by Uganda's Constitution, including freedom of expression and freedom from discrimination. The passage of the Anti-Homosexuality Bill only three months later suggests Ugandan parliamentarians have completely disregarded this commitment 

A significant proportion of the population in Uganda hold deeply entrenched homophobic views and the Bill enjoys popular support within the country. Internationally, the Bill has been condemned. Statements have already been made expressing concern about the Bill including by the governments of Canada, Sweden, France, the UK, and the USA, as well as by the EU. Sweden has gone as far as to say that it will cut funding if it is passed into law and UNAIDS and the WHO have indicated that they will re-think their decision to locate the African AIDS Vaccine Programme in Uganda if the Bill passes. Activists in Uganda have stated that countries cutting aid as a result of the Anti-Homosexuality Bill will be detrimental in their efforts to see the Bill overturned. Amnesty International does not support the withdrawal of aid from Uganda as a result of the passage of this Bill. 

Amnesty International and other human rights organizations have documented instances of discrimination, arbitrary arrests, detention, torture and other ill-treatment of LGBTI people in Uganda. These human rights violations have been committed under the pretext of enforcing existing provisions of the Ugandan penal code. LGBTI people have also been excluded from government HIV/AIDS prevention programmes and the provision of other health services. This bill has the potential to further perpetuate and institutionalize such discriminatory practices. In addition, if enacted into law, this bill would send a clear message that people who violently attack people solely on the basis of their actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity will not be held accountable for such attacks. 

PLEASE CHECK WITH THE INDIVIDUALS AT RISK PROGRAMME AT AIUK BEFORE SENDING APPEALS AFTER 31 JANUARY 2014 
Individuals at Risk Programme, Amnesty International UK, 17-25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA, 0207 033 1572   or0207 033 1572  iar@amnesty.org.uk. 

An Action on the Death Penalty in Zimbabwe.

We are asked to write to the new Justice Minister, Emmerson Mnangagwa, to bring pressure to bear to finally abolish the death penalty in Zimbabwe. This would bring the country in line with most other countries in the Region and would extend the progress towards abolition that has already been made since Zimbabwe agreed to the recommendations in its Universal Periodic review in March 2012.

Real success is possible! International action and solidarity now will support AI Zimbabwe in its campaign in country. This may be the final push to make this happen. The abolition of the death penalty in Zimbabwe is perhaps in sight.
Background information.

Amnesty International Zimbabwe began campaigning for abolition of the death penalty in 2009 when Zimbabwe’s constitution making process began. When the new constitution was finally adopted in May 2013, the scope of the death penalty had been reduced. It decreased the number of capital crimes from three to one, excluded all women as well as men under the age of 21 at the time of the crime or who are over 70, and prohibited mandatory death sentences. However, this has so far had very little impact on the people on death row, most of whom are men. Currently two women and 87 men were on death row. 

In early 2013, a new hangman was appointed, filling a post that had been vacant since 2005, the year that the country’s last execution took place. Meanwhile, death sentences continue to be handed down. 

According to information gathered during Amnesty International’s campaign for abolition of the death penalty in Zimbabwe, including direct engagement with the major political parties, religious groups, traditional and other civic leaders, the media and members of the public, there is significant support for abolition in the country.  In 2013, both the current and previous Minister of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs have made statements in which their aversion to the death penalty has been made clear. In February 2013, Patrick Chinamasa, then Minister of Justice and Legal Affairs in Zimbabwe’s Government of National Unity was reported to have stated that: ‘As for the 76 inmates languishing in prison there was no way I, as the Minister of Justice, was going to recommend for their execution.’ 

In October 2013, the current Minister of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs, Emmerson Mnangagwa, said “there is no doubt as to the direction the country is taking with regard to this form of punishment” stating  that the new limitations on the death penalty represent “a positive development in efforts to eventually remove the death penalty from our Criminal justice systems.” The new Justice Minister’s opposition to the death penalty is in part born out of personal experience. In the 1960s, during the war of liberation against a white minority government in what was then Rhodesia, Emmerson Mnangagwa, who had been part of that liberation struggle, was imprisoned for ‘terrorist’ activities. He was sentenced to death and only escaped the hangman’s noose on a technicality - he was under the age of 21 at the time. He made reference to this experience during a function to commemorate World Day against the Death Penalty on 10 October 2013 in Harare organized by AI Zimbabwe. “As someone who has been on death row myself and only saved by an ‘age technicality’, I believe that our justice delivery system must rid itself of this odious and obnoxious provision.”

Support for abolition was also indicated by Zimbabwe’s acceptance of recommendations within the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) at the UN Human Rights Council in March 2012 to take steps to abolish the death penalty including by ratifying the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).

Other countries within Southern African Development Community (SADC) with similar histories, such as Angola, Mozambique, Namibia and South Africa, have abolished the death penalty despite experiencing high levels of violence after achieving majority rule. Since 2000, Burundi, Cote d'Ivoire, Gabon, Senegal, Rwanda and Togo have also abolished the death penalty for all crimes. 

What we should do now.

Write to the Minister of Justice noting the positive developments and call for total abolition. 
Send copies to the Ambassador in London.

Please send your letters to arrive by the end of February 2014.

Suggested letter.

Hon Emmerson Mnangagwa

Minister of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs

Ministry of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs

P. Bag 7751 

Causeway 

Harare

Zimbabwe

Fax: +263 4 772999

Please send copies of your letters to the Zimbabwean Ambassador to the UK. 
His Excellency Mr Gabriel Mharadze Machinga
Embassy of the Republic of Zimbabwe
Zimbabwe House
429 Strand
London WC2R 0JR. Fax: 020 7379 1167 Email: zimlondon@yahoo.co.uk

`Dear Hon Minister,

I am writing to welcome your comments on the issue of abolition of the death penalty in Zimbabwe, made on World Day against the Death Penalty on 10 October 2013.

As you know, Amnesty International is campaigning for total abolition of the death penalty in Zimbabwe as well as other countries around the world which still retain the ultimate, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. I understand from your recent public comments and not least as a result of your personal experience, that you also support the call for total abolition of the death penalty. 

Over recent years there have been a number of positive indications of growing support for abolition in Zimbabwe, including the changes that were enshrined in the new Constitution in 2013; Zimbabwe’s acceptance of the recommendations of the UPR in 2012 and the undertaking to ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).

I urge you as Minister of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs to ensure that Zimbabwe works concretely towards implementation of the UPR recommendations. The Second Optional Protocol obliges Member States not to execute, and to take measures to abolish the death penalty. An official moratorium on executions would be a concrete and constructive measure towards total abolition of capital punishment.

Alongside your personal insight on the death penalty, your appointment as Minister of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs places you in an exceptionally influential position to champion for its abolition in Zimbabwe.

If Zimbabwe was to abolish of the death penalty it would join a progressive trend in the region in which Angola, Mozambique, Namibia and South Africa have abolished the death penalty after achieving majority rule. Zambia and Malawi have official moratoriums in place. Across the continent since 2000, Burundi, Cote d'Ivoire, Gabon, Senegal, Rwanda and Togo have also abolished the death penalty for all crimes.

I urge to take all steps in your power to ensure that Zimbabwe continues to take progressive steps on this matter, beginning with implementation of an official commutation of all death sentences, as a precursor to total abolition of the death penalty.

Thank you for your positive consideration of these issues. 

Yours sincerely

FURTHER REVISED PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS





This is our amended programme of meetings. Some venues are still to be arranged. Meetings will start at 7:30pm. 





WHEN�
WHERE�
WHAT�
�
13th Feb�
Avenue Baptist�
Letter Writing/Campaigning�
�
13th Mar�
Avenue Baptist�
Group AGM�
�
10th Apr�
TBA�
Liesbeth ten Ham Housing Workshop�
�
8th May�
Avenue Baptist�
Tony Fairman AI UK Burma Co-ordinator�
�
12th Jun�
TBA�
Human Rights Film�
�
10th July�
Pub with Garden!�
Letter Writing/Campaigning�
�



All meetings will include some letter writing. Further details of meetings will be included in this monthly newsletter and on the Group Website & Facebook page. 





CAMPAIGNING


Dr Tun Aung, Burma (Myanmar) – write a letter on behalf of this Prisoner of Conscience – details including a sample letter at � HYPERLINK "http://www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend/send-appeal-behalf-dr-tun-aung-burma" �http://www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend/send-appeal-behalf-dr-tun-aung-burma�


Death Penalty in Zimbabwe – please write to the Zimbabwean Minister of Justice and Ambassador concerning the abolition of the death penalty there. Go to � HYPERLINK "https://www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend/january-2014-newsletter" �https://www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend/january-2014-newsletter� for details


Anti Homosexuality Legislation in Uganda. The Ugandan Parliament has passed a bill which entrenches discrimination and hatred against lesbian, gay, bisexual transgender and intersex people. The Bill is now with the President who can veto the Bill or ask Parliament to reconsider specific provisions. Please write immediately urging the Ugandan President to veto the Bill in its entirety; reminding the Ugandan President that rights guaranteed under Uganda’s Constitution and in international and regional human rights treaties to which Uganda is a party would be violated if the Bill were to become law. PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 31 JANUARY 2014. Details attached or on the Group website at � HYPERLINK "https://www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend/january-2014-newsletter" �https://www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend/january-2014-newsletter�














Next Meeting Thursday 13th February 7:30pm


Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road, Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX








PROTECT

                                                                        Southend Group meets on the second Thursday   

THE


                       of each month at 7:30pm, usually at Avenue Baptist  
HUMAN 

                     Church, Milton Road, Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX
www.amnesty.org.uk
                                                      See programme of meetings at
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