Minutes  of Solihull AI Group Meeting on 19/08/2013
Present:  Pauline, Bernard, Maurice, Celia,  Janet, Cathy, David, Ruth, Andrew
Apologies:   Philip, 
1. Matters arising from June meeting (last meeting)
a. Celia’s Letterl to Lorely Burt re Johan Teterrisa  was sent and a holding reply received.  David had not had time to write to Caroline Spelman. 
b. ACTION:Celia to forward a copy of her letter to David.

2. Minutes for Jun 2013 were accepted

3. AmnesTea at Celias was a great success and raised over £160. Photos will be sent to local papers. Many thanks to Celia and David.
4. Possible Future events and fund raisers –
a.  David has several talks booked. 
b. Another AmnesTea and either Cathy’s home or Pauline’s, possibly November.
c. Dec 10 Human Rights Day – Greetings Card signing outside Sainsbury’s town centre store . This was a great success last year. ACTION: Bernard to book space. Write invitation to Lorely and Caroline

5. Monthly Letters – There are no actions from AI in August. It was decided to write letters on behalf of 2 Cambodian prisoners. Pauline mentioned that she had read an article on AI website about Omagh Bombings. AI is joining with families of victims to press for a public enquiry. All members were recommended to read this report.
6. Letter writing rotas –
a.  Johan Teterissa’s rota finishes in September but Celia will produce a new rota.
b. Syria – letters and faxes still difficult. Phil has arranged for Jeni Dixon – the Country Co-ordinator to come and talk to the group next month. Please try to attend.

7. 10 Minute Item – Celia - Murders of Trade Unionists in Guatemala

8. Suggestions
a. Twinning with a German AI Group

b. Speaker on Fairtrade ACTION Pauline
9. .Next Meeting:- Monday 16 September – Speaker Jeni Dixon   

Month          Minutes        Tea and 10 min talk     Speaker
Sep 
Cathy             David                      Syria
Oct     Celia              Janet
Nov    Janet              Maurice 
Pauline Mackey
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