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PREFACE

The Amnesty International Report 2014/15 documents the state of the
world’s human rights during 2014. Some key events from 2013 are
also reported.

The foreword, five regional overviews and survey of 160 countries
and territories bear witness to the suffering endured by many, whether
it be through conflict, displacement, discrimination or repression. The
Report also highlights the strength of the human rights movement, and
shows that, in some areas, significant progress has been made in the
safeguarding and securing of human rights.

While every attempt is made to ensure accuracy of information,
information may be subject to change without notice.

VI Amnesty International Report 2014/15
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FOREWORD

“Clashes between the
government forces and
armed groups turned my
neighbourhood of Yarmouk, in
Damascus, into a beehive. It
was so busy. Yarmouk hecame
a shelter for people fleeing
from other neighbourhoods.

“l worked in humanitarian
assistance and as a media
activist, but the masked men
didn't differentiate between
humanitarian workers and
armed opposition fighters. |
hid as more and more of my
friends were arrested.

“l decided it was time to get
out, and packed my hags. But
where could | go? Palestinian
refugees from Syria are not
allowed to enter any country
without a visa.

“I thought maybe Lebanon
would be the least difficult
option, but | heard that
Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon are exposed to
racism and deprived of many
of their rights.”

A Palestinian refugee from Syria, who
eventually fled to Europe via Egypt, Turkey,
and a dangerous sea crossing to Italy.

This has been a devastating year for those
seeking to stand up for human rights and for
those caught up in the suffering of war zones.

Governments pay lip service to the
importance of protecting civilians. And yet
the world's politicians have miserably failed
to protect those in greatest need. Amnesty
International believes that this can and must
finally change.

International humanitarian law - the law
that governs the conduct of armed conflict
- could not be clearer. Attacks must never
be directed against civilians. The principle
of distinguishing between civilians and
combatants is a fundamental safeguard for
people caught up in the horrors of war.

And yet, time and again, civilians bore
the brunt in conflict. In the year marking the
20th anniversary of the Rwandan genocide,
politicians repeatedly trampled on the rules
protecting civilians - or looked away from the
deadly violations of these rules committed
by others.

The UN Security Council had repeatedly
failed to address the crisis in Syria in earlier
years, when countless lives could still have
been saved. That failure continued in 2014.
In the past four years, more than 200,000
people have died - overwhelmingly civilians -
and mostly in attacks by government forces.
Around 4 million people from Syria are now
refugees in other countries. More than 7.6
million are displaced inside Syria.
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The Syria crisis is intertwined with that of
its neighbour Iraqg. The armed group calling
itself Islamic State (IS, formerly ISIS), which
has been responsible for war crimes in Syria,
has carried out abductions, execution-style
killings, and ethnic cleansing on a massive
scale in northern Iraq. In parallel, Iraq's
Shi'a militias abducted and killed scores of
Sunni civilians, with the tacit support of the
Iragi government.

The July assault on Gaza by Israeli forces
caused the loss of 2,000 Palestinian lives.
Yet again, the great majority of those - at least
1,500 - were civilians. The policy was, as
Amnesty International argued in a detailed
analysis, marked by callous indifference and
involved war crimes. Hamas also committed
war crimes by firing indiscriminate rockets
into Israel causing six deaths.

In Nigeria, the conflict in the north between
government forces and the armed group
Boko Haram burst onto the world's front
pages with the abduction, by Boko Haram,
of 276 schoolgirls in the town of Chibok, one
of countless crimes committed by the group.
Less noticed were horrific crimes committed
by Nigerian security forces and those working
with them against people believed to be
members or supporters of Boko Haram, some
of which were recorded on video, revealed
by Amnesty International in August; bodies
of the murdered victims were tossed into a
mass grave.

In the Central African Republic, more
than 5,000 died in sectarian violence despite
the presence of international forces. The
torture, rape and mass murder barely made a
showing on the world's front pages. Yet again,
the majority of those who died were civilians.

And in South Sudan - the world's newest
state - tens of thousands of civilians were
killed and 2 million fled their homes in the
armed conflict between government and
opposition forces. War crimes and crimes
against humanity were committed on
both sides.

The above list - as this latest annual report
on the state of human rights in 160 countries
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clearly shows - barely begins to scratch the
surface. Some might argue that nothing can
be done, that war has always been at the
expense of the civilian population, and that
nothing can ever change.

This is wrong. It is essential to confront
violations against civilians, and to bring to
justice those responsible. One obvious and
practical step is waiting to be taken: Amnesty
International has welcomed the proposal,
now backed by around 40 governments,
for the UN Security Council to adopt a code
of conduct agreeing to voluntarily refrain
from using the veto in a way which would
block Security Council action in situations
of genocide, war crimes and crimes
against humanity.

That would be an important first step, and
could save many lives.

The failures, however, have not just been
in terms of preventing mass atrocities. Direct
assistance has also been denied to the
millions who have fled the violence that has
engulfed their villages and towns.

Those governments who have been most
eager to speak out loudly on the failures of
other governments have shown themselves
reluctant to step forward and provide the
essential assistance that those refugees
require - both in terms of financial assistance,
and providing resettlement. Approximately
2% of refugees from Syria had been resettled
by the end of 2014 - a figure which must at
least triple in 2015.

Meanwhile, large numbers of refugees
and migrants are losing their lives in the
Mediterranean Sea as they try desperately
to reach European shores. A lack of support
by some EU Member States for search and
rescue operations has contributed to the
shocking death toll.

One step that could be taken to protect
civilians in conflict would be to further
restrict the use of explosive weapons in
populated areas. This would have saved
many lives in Ukraine, where Russian-backed
separatists (despite unconvincing denials



by Moscow of its involvement) and pro-Kyiv
forces both targeted civilian neighbourhoods.

The importance of the rules on protection
of civilians means that there must be true
accountability and justice when these
rules are violated. In that context, Amnesty
International welcomes the decision by the
UN Human Rights Council in Geneva to
initiate an international inquiry into allegations
of violations and abuses of human rights
during the conflict in Sri Lanka, where in the
last few months of the conflict in 2009, tens
of thousands of civilians were killed. Amnesty
International has campaigned for such an
inquiry for the past five years. Without such
accountability, we can never move forward.

Other areas of human rights continued to
require improvement. In Mexico, the enforced
disappearance of 43 students in September
was a recent tragic addition to the more than
22,000 people who have disappeared or
gone missing in Mexico since 2006; most are
believed to have been abducted by criminal
gangs, but many are reported to have been
subjected to enforced disappearance by
police and military, sometimes acting in
collusion with those gangs. The few victims
whose remains have been found show
signs of torture and other ill-treatment. The
federal and state authorities have failed to
investigate these crimes to establish the
possible involvement of state agents and to
ensure effective legal recourse for the victims,
including their relatives. In addition to the lack
of response, the government has attempted
to cover up the human rights crisis and there
have been high levels of impunity, corruption
and further militarization.

In 2014, governments in many parts of the
world continued to crack down on NGOs and
civil society - partly a perverse compliment to
the importance of civil society's role. Russia
increased its stranglehold with the chilling
“foreign agents law", language resonant of
the Cold War. In Egypt, NGOs saw a severe
crackdown, with use of the Mubarak-era Law
on Associations to send a strong message
that the government will not tolerate any

dissent. Leading human rights organizations
had to withdraw from the UN Human Rights
Council's Universal Periodic Review of Egypt's
human rights record because of fears of
reprisals against them.

As has happened on many previous
occasions, protesters showed courage despite
threats and violence directed against them.

In Hong Kong, tens of thousands defied
official threats and faced down excessive
and arbitrary use of force by police, in what
became known as the "umbrella movement",
exercising their basic rights to freedoms of
expression and assembly.

Human rights organizations are sometimes
accused of being too ambitious in our dreams
of creating change. But we must remember
that extraordinary things are achievable.

On 24 December, the international Arms
Trade Treaty came into force, after the
threshold of 50 ratifications was crossed three
months earlier.

Amnesty International and others had
campaigned for the treaty for 20 years. We
were repeatedly told that such a treaty was
unachievable. The treaty now exists, and will
prohibit the sale of weapons to those who may
use them to commiit atrocities. It can thus
play a crucial role in the years to come - when
the question of implementation will be key.

2014 marked 30 years since the adoption
of the UN Convention against Torture -
another Convention for which Amnesty
International campaigned for many years, and
one reason why the organization was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1977.

This anniversary was in one respect a
moment to celebrate - but also a moment
to note that torture remains rife around the
world, a reason why Amnesty International
launched its global Stop Torture campaign
this year.

This anti-torture message gained special
resonance following the publication of
a US Senate report in December, which
demonstrated a readiness to condone torture
in the years after the 11 September 2001
attacks on the USA. It was striking that some
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of those responsible for the criminal acts of
torture seemed still to believe that they had
nothing to be ashamed of.

From Washington to Damascus, from Abuja
to Colombo, government leaders have justified
horrific human rights violations by talking of
the need to keep the country "safe". In reality,
the opposite is the case. Such violations are
one important reason why we live in such
a dangerous world today. There can be no
security without human rights.

We have repeatedly seen that, even at
times that seem bleak for human rights -
and perhaps especially at such times - it is
possible to create remarkable change.

We must hope that, looking backward to
2014 in the years to come, what we lived
through in 2014 will be seen as a nadir - an
ultimate low point - from which we rose up
and created a better future.

Salil Shetty, Secretary General
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AFRICA REGIONAL
OVERVIEW

As Africa remembers the 20th anniversary

of the Rwandan genocide, violent conflicts
dogged much of the continent throughout
2014 - unfolding or escalating in a particularly
bloody way in the Central African Republic
(CAR), South Sudan and Nigeria, and
continuing unresolved in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC), Sudan

and Somalia.

These conflicts were enmeshed with
persistent patterns of gross violations of
international human rights and humanitarian
law. Armed conflicts bred the worst crimes
imaginable, injustice and repression.
Marginalization, discrimination and persistent
denial of other fundamental freedoms and
basic socioeconomic rights have in turn
created fertile grounds for further conflict and
instability.

In many ways, Africa continued to
be viewed as a region on the rise. The
development context and landscape in many
countries is changing. Throughout 2014,
rapid social, environmental and economic
change continued to sweep across the
continent. A fast growing population, rapid
economic growth and urbanization combined
to alter people’s lives and livelihoods at a
remarkable pace. Many African states have
made remarkable progress towards achieving
the UN Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) despite steep challenges. The Africa
MDG Report 2014 reveals that eight of the
world’s top 10 best performers in accelerating
rapidly towards the goals are in Africa.

However, many indicators left bitter
reminders that rapid economic growth has
failed to improve living conditions for many.
While the overall poverty rate in Africa
has dropped in the past decade, the total
number of Africans living below the poverty
line (US$1.25 per day) has increased. Two
of the conflict-plagued nations, Nigeria

(25.89%) and DRC (13.6%), account for
almost 40% of the continent’s poor. Africa
has one of the highest youth unemployment
rates in the world and it remains the second
most unequal region in the world, after Latin
America. All these point towards the nexus
between conflicts and fragility on the one
hand, and the denial of basic socioeconomic
rights, social exclusion, inequality and
deepening poverty on the other.

The impacts of repression and persistent
denial of fundamental human rights in
contributing to instability and violent conflicts
were vivid in 2014, as demonstrated in
Burkina Faso, CAR, South Sudan and Sudan.
A trend of repression and shrinking of political
space continued in many African countries
during the year. In several, security forces
responded to peaceful demonstrations and
protests with excessive force. In far too many
places, freedoms of expression, association
and peaceful assembly continued to be
severely curtailed. The trend was not only
visible in countries ruled by authoritarian
governments but also in those which are
less authoritarian and in the process of or
preparing for political transition.

Many African countries, including Kenya,
Somalia, Nigeria, Mali, and countries in
the Sahel region, faced serious security
challenges in 2014, as a direct result of
increased violence by radical armed groups,
including al-Shabab and Boko Haram. Tens
of thousands of civilians have lost their
lives, hundreds have been abducted and
countless others continue to live in a state
of fear and insecurity. But the response of
many governments has been equally brutal
and indiscriminate, leading to mass arbitrary
arrests and detentions, and extrajudicial
executions. The year ended with Kenya
enacting the Security Laws (Amendment) Act
2014, which amended 22 laws and which has
far-reaching human rights implications.

Another common element in conflict
situations across the Africa region has been
impunity for crimes under international law
committed by security forces and armed
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groups. 2014 not only saw a cycle of impunity
continuing unabated, including in CAR, DRC,
Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan and Sudan,
but it was also a year marked with a serious
political backlash against the International
Criminal Court (ICC). There was also an
unprecedented political momentum in Africa
championing immunity from prosecution for
serving heads of state and officials for crimes
against humanity and other international
crimes. This culminated in a retrogressive
amendment to the Protocol on the Statute
of the African Court of Justice and Human
Rights, granting immunity to serving heads of
state or other senior officials before the Court.

2014 marked the 10th anniversary of
the establishment of the AU Peace and
Security Council (PSC), the AU’s “standing
decision-making organ for the prevention,
management and resolution of conflicts” in
Africa. The AU and its PSC have taken some
remarkable steps in response to the emerging
conflicts in Africa, including the deployment
of the International Support Mission to
the Central African Republic (MISCA), the
establishment of a Commission of Inquiry on
South Sudan, the Special Envoy for Women,
Peace and Security, and several political
statements condemning violence and attacks
on civilians. But in many cases, these efforts
appeared too little and too late, pointing to
capacity challenges of the AU in responding
to conflicts. In some instances, complicity by
AU peacekeeping missions in serious human
rights violations was also alleged, as with
MISCA and specifically its Chadian contingent
which withdrew from the mission in CAR
following such allegations.

Nonetheless, failure to address conflict
challenges in Africa goes beyond the level
of the AU. In CAR, for example, the UN
dragged its heels before eventually sending
in a peacekeeping force that, although saving
many lives, did not have the full resources
needed to stem the continued wave of human
rights violations and abuses. At other times
there was silence. The UN Human Rights
Council failed to respond effectively to the
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conflicts in Sudan, for example, despite a
critical need for independent human rights
monitoring, reporting and accountability. In
Darfur, a review of investigations into the UN
Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) was announced
by the UN Secretary-General in July, in
response to allegations that UNAMID staff
had covered up human rights abuses.

Addressing the mounting challenges of
conflicts in Africa calls for an urgent and
fundamental shift in political will among
African leaders, as well as concerted efforts
at national, regional and international levels
to end the cycle of impunity and address the
underlying causes of insecurity and conflicts.
Otherwise the region’s vision of “silencing the
guns by 2020” will remain a disingenuous
and unachievable dream.

CONFLICT - COSTS AND VULNERABILITY

Conflict and insecurity blighted the lives of
countless people in Africa, and - with varying
degrees of intensity - affected almost all
countries. These conflicts were characterized
by persistent abuses and atrocities
committed by both government forces and
armed groups.

CAR was plagued by a cycle of sectarian
violence and mass atrocities, including
killings, torture, rape, mutilation of bodies,
abductions, forced displacement and the
recruitment and use of child soldiers. Despite
a ceasefire signed in July and the deployment
of a UN peacekeeping mission in September,
the last months of 2014 were scarred by an
escalating wave of attacks in the country’s
central regions. Civilians were subjected to a
range of human rights abuses during a surge
in conflict between different armed groups.
Fresh violence rocked the capital, Bangui,
in October. All sides - Séléka, anti-Balaka
and armed members of the Peulh ethnic
group - systematically and with impunity -
targeted civilians. The deployment of the
UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization
Mission (MINUSCA) in September raised
hopes of change - yet just a month later there
was a significant upsurge in violence across



the country. This demonstrated the clear
need to strengthen the capacity and reactivity
of the international forces on the ground.

In neighbouring South Sudan tens of
thousands of people - many of them civilians
- were killed and 1.8 million forced to flee
their homes in the conflict that erupted in
December 2013. Government and opposition
forces demonstrated a total disregard for
international humanitarian and human rights
law, committing war crimes and crimes
against humanity. All parties to the conflict
targeted and killed civilians on the basis
of ethnicity, including those seeking safety
in places of worship and hospitals. Sexual
violence was widespread, as was rampant
looting and destruction of property. Despite
the scale of the abuses - and even though
millions remained at risk of famine and
disease - both sides ignored several ceasefire
deals. The year ended with no meaningful
signs of addressing impunity, including the
findings of the AU’s Commission of Inquiry on
South Sudan, which remained unknown.

Following a deepening campaign of
violence by the Islamist armed group Boko
Haram during 2013, the armed conflict in
Nigeria’s northeast intensified in scope and
casualties, powerfully illustrating the threats
to the stability of Africa’s most populous
nation and to regional peace and security.
The conflict intensified in smaller towns
and villages in 2014 with more than 4,000
civilians killed since 2009. The abduction in
April of 276 schoolgirls by Boko Haram was
one emblematic case of the group’s campaign
of terror against civilians, which continued
unabated. On the other hand, communities
already terrorized for years by Boko
Haram became increasingly vulnerable to
violations by the state security forces, which
regularly responded with heavy-handed and
indiscriminate attacks and with mass arbitrary
arrests, beatings and torture. Gruesome video
footage, images and eyewitness accounts
gathered by Amnesty International provided
fresh evidence of probable war crimes, crimes
against humanity and other serious human

rights violations and abuses committed by
all sides.

Torture and other ill-treatment was routinely
and systematically practised by Nigeria's
security services throughout the country,
including in the context of the conflict in the
northeast. Security officials were rarely held
accountable. A pattern of mass arbitrary
arrests and detentions carried out by the
military in the northeast visibly escalated after
the declaration of a state of emergency in
May 2013, and there were ongoing reports
of extrajudicial executions by the military and
police by the end of the year.

Meanwhile, there was no apparent
resolution in sight for already
protracted conflicts.

Sudan’s conflicts in Darfur, Southern
Kordofan and Blue Nile continued
unabated, and spread to Northern Kordofan.
Violations of international human rights and
humanitarian law were committed by all
sides. In Darfur, widespread abuses and
violence between warring communities
and attacks by government-allied militias
and armed opposition groups triggered a
significant increase in displacement and
civilian deaths.

An upsurge in violence by armed groups
in eastern DRC, within the context of
Operation Sokola 1, cost thousands of lives
and forced more than a million people to
flee their homes. The increased violence
was also marked by killings and mass rapes
by both government security forces and
armed groups.

In southern and central Somalia, over
100,000 civilians were killed, injured or
displaced in the ongoing armed conflict
between pro-government forces, the African
Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) and the
Islamist armed group al-Shabaab. All parties
to the conflict violated international human
rights and humanitarian law. Armed groups
forcibly recruited people, including children,
and abducted, tortured and unlawfully killed
others. Rape and other forms of sexual
violence were widespread. The humanitarian
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situation deteriorated rapidly due to the
conflict, drought and reduced humanitarian
access. More than one million people were in
humanitarian crisis and another 2.1 million in
need of assistance at the end of 2014.

Warning signs of future conflicts were also
visible. The Sahel region remained especially
volatile, due to combined effects of political
insecurity, surge of radical armed groups and
organized crime, extreme poverty as well as
social exclusion. This was illustrated in Mali,
where internal armed conflict left the country
in a state of persistent insecurity - particularly
in the north where some areas remained
outside the control of the authorities. Despite
a peace agreement signed between the
government and armed groups in 2013,
armed groups committed abuses including
abductions and killings, and outbreaks of
violence persisted in 2014 even as peace
discussions between the government and
armed groups continued.

Violence and insecurity were heightened
by a surge in acts of terrorism - as in Somalia,
Kenya, Nigeria, and across the Sahel region -
which were often met by serious human rights
violations by government forces. Abuses by
armed groups included unlawful killings,
abductions, torture and indiscriminate
attacks. In Somalia, al-Shabaab factions
tortured and unlawfully killed people they
accused of spying or not conforming to their
strict interpretation of Islamic law. They killed
people in public - including by stoning - and
carried out amputations and floggings. In
Cameroon as well, Nigerian Islamist groups
including Boko Haram killed civilians, carried
out hostage-taking and abductions, and
attacked human rights defenders.

SHRINKING POLITICAL SPACE
AND PERSISTENT DENIAL OF
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS
In far too many countries in Africa, a trend
of repression and shrinking of political space
continued during the year.

In Eritrea, no political opposition
parties, independent media or civil society
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organizations were allowed to operate, and
thousands of prisoners of conscience and
political prisoners continued to be held

in arbitrary detention. In Ethiopia, there

was renewed targeting of independent
media including bloggers and journalists,
arrests of opposition party members and
peaceful protesters. Space for criticism of
government’s policy towards human rights
by civil society was almost non-existent in
Rwanda . In Burundi, critical voices, including
opposition members, civil society activists,
lawyers and journalists, were restricted as
the 2015 elections approached. Freedom of
assembly and association was curtailed, with
meetings and marches regularly prohibited.

In Gambia, President Yahya Jammeh
marked his 20th anniversary in power - two
decades characterized by severe intolerance
of dissent in which journalists, political
opponents and human rights defenders
continue to be intimidated and tortured. The
year ended with an attempted coup on the
night of 30 December, leading to dozens
of arrests and widespread crackdowns on
media outlets. In Burkina Faso, a transitional
government was installed in November to
steer the country towards legislative and
presidential elections in 2015. This followed
the ousting of former President Blaise
Compaoré after widespread popular protests
against a bill to modify the Constitution.

Security forces responded to
demonstrations and protests with excessive
force in Angola, Burkina Faso, Chad, Guinea,
Senegal and Togo, among other countries.

In most cases, the authorities failed to
investigate excessive use of force and no one
was held accountable.

In many countries, journalists, human
rights defenders and political opponents
faced widespread patterns of threats, arbitrary
arrest and detention, beatings, torture,
enforced disappearances and even death
at the hands of government operatives or
armed groups. Crackdowns or restrictions on
rights to freedom of expression, association
and peaceful assembly took place in Angola,



Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Mauritania,
Rwanda, Somalia, Swaziland, Togo, Uganda,
Zambia and Zimbabwe.

In Angola, Burundi and Gambia new
legislation and other forms of regulations
further restricted the work of the media and
civil society.

In Sudan, freedoms of expression,
association and peaceful assembly
continued to be severely curtailed despite
the government’s expressed commitments to
begin a national dialogue to achieve peace in
Sudan and protect constitutional rights. The
government continued to use the National
Intelligence and Security Services (NISS)
and other security forces to arbitrarily detain
perceived opponents of the ruling National
Congress Party, to censor media and to shut
down public forums and protests.

South Sudan’s National Security Service
(NSS) seized and shut down newspapers, and
harassed, intimidated and unlawfully detained
journalists, in a clampdown that restricted
freedom of expression and curtailed public
debate about how to end the armed conflict.
A National Security Service Bill granting
the NSS broad powers, including to arrest
and detain without adequate provisions for
independent oversight or safeguards against
abuse, was passed by parliament and was
awaiting presidential assent.

IMPUNITY - FAILURES TO

ENSURE JUSTICE

Impunity was a common denominator in
Africa’s armed conflicts, with those suspected
of criminal responsibility for crimes under
international law rarely held to account.

In CAR, there were some arrests of
lower-level members of armed groups, while
the Prosecutor of the ICC announced the
opening of a new preliminary examination
into the violence. Such signs of hope were
however the exception; impunity continues
to fuel conflict in CAR. Almost all leaders of
armed groups suspected of crimes under

international law in the country remained at
large at the end of the year.

In DRC, efforts to ensure accountability
for crimes under international law committed
by the Congolese army and armed groups
achieved few visible results. The trial before
a military court of Congolese soldiers for the
mass rape of more than 130 women and
girls, as well as murder and looting in Minova,
concluded with only two convictions for rape
out of the 39 soldiers on trial. Others accused
were convicted of murder, looting and
military offences.

A failure to ensure accountability was a
systemic problem outside conflict zones also,
with perpetrators of human rights violations
largely able to operate freely. Torture and
other ill-treatment persisted in countries
such as Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Gambia, Mauritania, Nigeria and Togo, largely
because of failures to ensure accountability
for these crimes.

Efforts to ensure accountability for
international crimes, including crimes against
humanity, committed during the 2007/2008
post-election violence in Kenya remained
inadequate. At the ICC, the trial of Deputy
President Samoei Ruto and Joshua Arap
Sang continued, although undermined by
allegations of witness intimidation and bribery.
Charges against President Uhuru Kenyatta
were withdrawn following the rejection of
a petition filed by the ICC Prosecutor for a
finding of non-co-operation by the Kenyan
government. At the national level, there was
no progress in ensuring accountability for
serious human rights violations committed
during the post-election violence.

On the other hand, in 2014 the ICC
confirmed the verdict and sentence in the
Thomas Lubanga Dyilo case - he had been
found guilty in 2012 of the war crimes of
enlisting and conscripting children under
the age of 15 and using them to participate
actively in hostilities in DRC. In addition,
Germain Katanga, commander of the Force
de Résistance Patriotique en lturi, was
found guilty of crimes against humanity
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and war crimes and sentenced to a total of
12 years’ imprisonment. Charges against
Bosco Ntaganda for crimes against humanity
and war crimes, including crimes of sexual
violence, allegedly committed in 2002-2003
in Ituri, DRC, were confirmed by the ICC. The
trial is scheduled for June 2015. The charges
against former President of Cote d’lvoire
Laurent Gbagbo, accused of crimes against
humanity, were confirmed by the ICC in June.
The trial is currently set for July 2015.

Emerging national attempts to combat
impunity for crimes under international law
included the launch of an investigation in Mali
into cases of enforced disappearance. Former
Chadian President Hisseéne Habré remained
in custody in Senegal awaiting trial before
the Extraordinary African Chambers created
by the AU following his July 2013 arrest on
charges of crimes against humanity and war
crimes committed in Chad between 1982
and 1990.

In March, Cote d’Ivoire surrendered
Charles Blé Goudé to the ICC, who is accused
of crimes against humanity committed
during the post-election violence in 2010.

In December, the Pre-Trial Chamber of the
ICC confirmed four charges of crimes against
humanity and committed him to trial before
a Trial Chamber. In December, the Pre-Trial
Chamber rejected Cote d'lvoire’s challenge to
the admissibility of the case against Simone
Gbagbo, who is suspected of commission of
crimes against humanity.

Encouragingly, a landmark decision on
universal jurisdiction was passed in October
by the Constitutional Court of South Africa
(CCSA) in the National Commissioner of the
South African Police Service v. Southern
African Human Rights Litigation Centre and
Another case. In that judgment the CCSA
ruled that allegations of torture committed
in Zimbabwe by and against Zimbabwean
nationals must be investigated by the South
African Police Service - based on the principle
of universal jurisdiction.

Yet on the international and regional stage,
there was serious backsliding on previous
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advances on international justice in Africa.
Although the Rome Statute of the ICC has 34
state parties from Africa - more than any other
region - politically expedient manoeuvring
during 2014 undermined such bold progress
by Africa towards ensuring accountability.
Kenya proposed five amendments to the
Rome Statute, including that Article 27
be amended to preclude the ICC from
prosecuting heads of state and government
while they hold office.

In May, AU ministers considering
amendments to the Protocol on the
Statute of the African Court of Justice and
Human Rights agreed to extend the range
of categories of people who could enjoy
immunity from the court’s newly established
criminal jurisdiction. The AU Assembly at
its 23rd Ordinary Session subsequently
approved this amendment which aims to
grant sitting African leaders and other senior
state officials immunity from prosecution for
genocide, war crimes and crimes against
humanity - a backward step and a betrayal
of victims of serious violations of human
rights. Heads of state and government chose
to shield themselves and future leaders
from prosecution for serious human rights
violations, rather than ensuring justice for
victims of crimes under international law.

Irrespectively, the ICC will retain the power
to investigate serving African heads of state
and government of any state party to the
Rome Statute for such crimes - but 2014 will
be remembered as a year where some African
states and the AU actively mobilized political
efforts to undermine the ICC’s work.

POVERTY AND DEPRIVATION

Despite the continued rapid economic growth
during the year, living conditions for many
Africans have yet to improve. Many states
have made remarkable progress towards
achieving the Millennium Development

Goals but Africa still lags behind most other
developing regions in achieving many of

the targets by 2015. Poverty in Africa is
continuing to decline, but the pace is not



sufficient for the region to achieve the target
of halving poverty by 2015. In fact, indications
are that the total number of Africans living
below the poverty line (US$1.25 per day) has
increased. Other targets including reducing
numbers of underweight children and
maternal mortality are also unlikely to be met.

As African cities expanded at an
unprecedented pace, rapid urbanization was
accompanied by insecurity and inequality.
Urban poverty left many without adequate
housing and basic facilities, particularly those
living in informal settlements or slums. Forced
evictions left people without their livelihoods
and possessions, and drove them deeper into
poverty. In Angola, at least 4,000 families
were forcibly evicted in Luanda province. In
Kenya, courts continued to confirm the right
to adequate housing and the prohibition on
forced evictions. The High Court ordered the
government to pay compensation of 33.6
million shillings (approximately US$390,000)
to the residents of City Carton informal
settlement in the capital, Nairobi, who were
forcefully evicted from their homes in 2013.

The outbreak of the Ebola Virus Disease
epidemic in some countries in West Africa
in March led to what the World Health
Organization (WHO) described as the largest
and most complex Ebola outbreak since
the virus was discovered in 1976. By late
2014, Ebola had claimed the lives of over
8,000 people across Guinea, Liberia, Mali,
Nigeria and Sierra Leone. More than 20,000
people were infected (suspected, probable
and confirmed cases), and there were fears
that a major food crisis could unfold in early
2015. Communities and health services were
shattered or pushed to breaking point.

The most severely affected countries -
Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone - already
had very weak health systems, having only
recently emerged from long periods of conflict
and instability. In Guinea - where hundreds
of people died, including at least 70 health
workers - the government’s delayed response,
and a lack of resources, contributed to the
epidemic’s rapid and fatal spread.

All these not only point to failures by
governments to respect, protect and fulfil
the right to the highest attainable standard
of health of their citizens but also the failures
of the international community to respond
to this crisis. By late 2014, leading aid
agencies were calling for greater support
from the international community. The
UN said that it needed US$1.5 billion to
stop Ebola from spreading for the period
October 2014 - March 2015; as of December
only US$1.2 billion had been donated.

If the outbreak continues at its present
rate, the UN estimates a further US$1.5
billion will be needed for the period April to
September 2015.

DISCRIMINATION AND
MARGINALIZATION

Hundreds of thousands of people were -

or continued to be - displaced by armed
conflicts, political persecution, or in search
of better livelihood. Most were forced to flee
their homes and livelihoods in arduous and
dangerous attempts to find safety within
their own countries or across international
borders. Vast numbers of refugees and
migrants languished on the frontline of further
violations and abuses, many in camps with
limited access to health, water, sanitation,
food and education.

Their numbers were swelled monthly by
thousands of people who fled Eritrea, most
of them due to the system of indefinite
conscription into national service. Many
were at risk from human trafficking
networks, including in Sudan and Egypt. In
Cameroon, thousands of refugees from CAR
and Nigeria were living in dire conditions
in crowded camps in border areas after
fleeing from armed groups. Many displaced
by Sudan’s conflict - more than a million
people - remained in the country, with at
least 600,000 living in refugee camps in
Chad, South Sudan or Ethiopia. The plight
of thousands of Somali refugees in Kenya
was exacerbated by a policy of forced
encampment, which forced them from their
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homes in the towns and into squalid and
overcrowded camps. Refugees and asylum-
seekers in South Africa continued to be
subjected to xenophobic attacks with little or
no protection from the authorities.

Many other groups were also excluded
from human rights protection or denied the
means to get redress for abuses. Women can
play an essential role in strengthening the
resilience of conflict-affected societies, but
were frequently marginalized from national
peace-building processes. In many countries
suffering conflict or hosting large populations
of refugees or displaced people, women and
girls were subjected to rape and other forms
of sexual violence, for example in South
Sudan and Somalia. Violence against women
was pernicious outside countries in conflict
too, sometimes because of cultural traditions
and norms, but also because in some
countries gender-based discrimination was
institutionalized by legislation.

For lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
and intersex (LGBTI) people there was hope
in 2014 when the African Commission on
Human and Peoples’ Rights adopted a
landmark resolution condemning acts of
violence, discrimination and other human
rights violations against people on the basis
of their sexual orientation or gender identity.
Other signs of hope for equality and justice
included expressed commitments by Malawi
to decriminalize consensual same-sex
sexual activity.

Nevertheless, people continued to be
persecuted or criminalized for their perceived
or real sexual orientation in many countries,
including Cameroon, Gambia, Senegal,
Uganda and Zambia.

In a retrograde trend, several countries
strove to increase criminalization of people
due to their sexual identity, either by
entrenching already unjust laws or introducing
new ones. Nigeria’s President signed the
oppressive Same Sex Marriage (Prohibition)
Act into law, allowing discrimination based
on real or perceived sexual orientation and
gender identity. Uganda’s introduction of an
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Anti-Homosexuality Act - although overturned
by the country’s Constitutional Court because
Parliament had passed it without quorum -
left many LGBTI people, and those perceived
as being so, continuing to face arbitrary
arrests and beatings, evictions from homes,
loss of jobs and mob attacks. Gambia’s
President assented to a bill passed by
parliament, the Criminal Code (Amendment)
Act 2014, creating the offence of “aggravated
homosexuality” - a vague definition open

to wide-ranging abuse and carrying a life
sentence. A homophobic bill was also before
Chad’s parliament, threatening to impose
sentences of up to 20 years’ imprisonment
and heavy fines for people “found guilty” of
same-sex activity.

LOOKING AHEAD

Throughout 2014, individuals and
communities across the region built and
strengthened understanding of, and respect
for, human rights. By speaking out and
taking action - sometimes at risk to their own
lives and safety - this growing human rights
movement provided a vision of justice, dignity
and hope.

Nevertheless, the year was a potent
reminder of the scale of Africa’s human
rights challenges, and of the need for deeper
and faster progress towards realizing all
such rights.

Events sharply illustrated the urgent need
for concerted and consistent action to defuse
and resolve violent conflicts in Africa. Looking
ahead, the AU Commission’s efforts in
establishing a roadmap towards silencing all
guns in Africa must be embraced and driven
forwards. A far more robust, consistent and
coherent approach to addressing conflict,
based on international human rights law - by
both international and regional institutions - is
desperately needed.

Another essential prerequisite for peace,
security and justice is for African states
to withdraw their collective attack on
international justice - including the work of the
ICC - and instead stand firm on confronting



impunity, both regionally and internationally,
and work towards effective accountability
for gross human rights violations and other
crimes under international law.

The coming years are almost certainly
going to be marked by profound change. Not
least, the post-2015 framework that follows
the Millennium Development Goals will be
a historic opportunity for AU member states
to agree on a human rights framework that
could transform countless lives for the better.
Accountability should be embedded in the
post-2015 framework through robust targets
and indicators on access to justice, and
this must be combined with strengthening
rights around participation, equality, non-
discrimination, the rule of law, and other
fundamental freedoms.
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AMERICAS
REGIONAL
OVERVIEW

Across the Americas, deepening inequality,
discrimination, environmental degradation,
historical impunity, increasing insecurity and
conflict continued to deny people the full
enjoyment of their human rights. Indeed,
those at the forefront of promoting and
defending those rights faced intense levels
of violence.

2014 saw mass public responses to
these human rights violations the length
and breadth of the continent, from Brazil
to the USA and from Mexico to Venezuela.
In country after country, people took to the
streets to protest against repressive state
practices. The demonstrations were a very
public challenge to high levels of impunity
and corruption and to economic policies that
privilege the few. Hundreds of thousands
of people joined these spontaneous
mobilizations using new technologies and
social media to rapidly bring people together,
share information and expose human
rights abuses.

These outpourings of dissatisfaction and
demands that human rights be respected
took place against the backdrop of an
erosion of democratic space and continuing
criminalization of dissent. Violence by both
state and non-state actors against the general
population, and in particular against social
movements and activists, was on the rise.
Attacks on human rights defenders increased
significantly in most countries in the region,
both in terms of sheer numbers and in the
severity of the violence inflicted.

This growing violence was indicative of an
increasingly militarized response to social
and political challenges in recent years. In
many countries in the region, it has become
commonplace for the authorities to resort to
the use of state force to respond to criminal
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networks and social tension, even where there
is no formal acknowledgement that conflict
exists. In some areas, the increasing power of
criminal networks and other non-state actors,
such as paramilitaries and transnational
corporations, posed a sustained challenge

to the power of the state, the rule of law and
human rights.

Grave human rights violations continued
to blight the lives of tens of thousands of
people throughout the region. Far from
making further advances in the promotion
and protection of human rights for all, without
discrimination, the region appeared to be
going backwards during 2013 and 2014.

The UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights recorded 40 killings of human rights
defenders in the Americas during the first
nine months of 2014.

In October, the Dominican Republic
publicly snubbed the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights after the Court condemned the
authorities for their discriminatory treatment
of Dominicans of Haitian descent and
Haitian migrants.

In September, 43 students from the
Ayotzinapa teacher training college were
subjected to enforced disappearance in
Mexico. The students were detained in the
town of Iguala, Guerrero state, by local police
acting in collusion with organized criminal
networks. On 7 December, the Federal
Attorney General announced that the remains
of one of the students had been identified
by independent forensic experts. By the end
of the year, the whereabouts of the other 42
remained undisclosed.

In August, Michael Brown, an 18-year-
old unarmed African American man, was
fatally shot by a police officer, Darren Wilson,
in Ferguson, Missouri, USA. People took
to the streets following the shooting and in
November to protest against a grand jury
decision not to indict the officer. The protests
spread to other major cities in the country,
including New York in December, after a
grand jury declined to indict a police officer
for the death of Eric Garner in July.



Also in August, prominent campesino
(peasant farmer) leader Margarita Murillo was
shot dead in the community of EI Planén,
northwestern Honduras. She had reported
being under surveillance and receiving threats
in the days immediately prior to the attack.

In February, 43 people died, including
members of the security forces, and
scores more were injured in Venezuela
during clashes between anti-government
protesters, the security forces and pro-
government supporters.

In El Salvador in 2013, a young woman
known as Beatriz was refused an abortion
despite the imminent risk to her life and the
fact that the foetus, which lacked part of its
brain and skull, could not survive outside
the womb. Beatriz’ situation provoked a
national and international outcry and weeks
of sustained pressure on the authorities. She
was finally given a caesarean in her 23rd
week of pregnancy. The total ban on abortion
in El Salvador continues to criminalize girls’
and women’s sexual and reproductive
choices, putting them at risk of losing
their lives or freedom. In 2014, 17 women
sentenced to up to 40 years’ imprisonment for
pregnancy-related issues requested pardons;
a decision on their cases was pending at the
end of the year.

In May 2013, former Guatemalan President
General Efrain Rios Montt was convicted
of genocide and crimes against humanity.
However, the conviction was quashed just
10 days later on a technicality, a devastating
outcome for victims and their relatives who
had waited for more than three decades for
justice. Rios Montt was the President and
Commander-in-Chief of the Army in 1982-
1983 when 1,771 Mayan-Ixil Indigenous
people were killed, tortured, subjected to
sexual violence or displaced, during the
internal armed conflict.

This long list of grave human rights abuses
shows how, despite the fact that states in the
region have ratified and actively promoted
most regional and international human rights
standards and treaties, respect for human

rights remains elusive for many throughout
the region.

PUBLIC SECURITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Time and again, protests against government
policies met with excessive use of force by
the security forces. In Brazil, Canada, Chile,
Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Peru,
the USA and Venezuela, the security forces
flouted international standards on the use
of force in the name of protecting public
order. Instead of sending a clear message
that excessive force would not be tolerated,
governments failed even to question or raise
concerns about the violence meted out.
Early in 2014, Venezuela was shaken by
mass protests for and against the government
in various parts of the country. The protests
and the response of the authorities reflected
the growing polarization that has gripped
the country for more than a decade. This
wave of social discontent and violent clashes
between demonstrators and the security
forces were the setting for widespread
human rights violations, including killings,
arbitrary detentions, torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment. Thousands
of protesters were detained, many arbitrarily,
and there were reports of torture or other
ill-treatment. At least 43 people were killed
and 870 injured, including members of the
security forces, in the context of the protests
and the security forces’ response to them.
Thousands of people in Brazil took to the
streets to protest as the country prepared
to host the 2014 World Cup. Demonstrators
sought to express their discontent at
increases in the cost of public transport and
at the level of spending on the World Cup in
contrast with the lack of sufficient investment
in public services. The scale of the protests
was unprecedented, with hundreds of
thousands of people participating in mass
demonstrations in dozens of cities. In many
instances, the police response to the wave
of protests in 2013 and 2014, including
during the World Cup, was violent and
abusive. Military police units used tear gas
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on protesters indiscriminately - in one case
even inside a hospital - fired rubber bullets
at people who posed no threat and beat
people with batons. Hundreds were injured,
including Sérgio Silva, a photographer who
lost his left eye after being hit by a rubber
bullet. Hundreds more were indiscriminately
rounded up and detained, some under
laws targeting organized crime, despite the
absence of any evidence that the individual
had been involved in criminal activity.

In the USA, the shooting of Michael Brown
and the decision of the grand jury not to
indict the police officer responsible sparked
months of protests in and around Ferguson.
The use of heavy-duty riot gear and military-
grade weapons and equipment to police the
demonstrations served to intimidate protesters
exercising their right to peaceful assembly.
Protesters and journalists were injured by
the security forces who used rubber bullets,
tear gas and other aggressive dispersal
tactics in situations where such action was
not warranted.

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT

The Americas has some of the most
robust anti-torture laws and mechanisms
at the national and regional level. And yet
throughout the region, torture and other
ill-treatment remain widespread and those
responsible are rarely brought to justice.

In a report, Out of control: Torture and
other ill-treatment in Mexico , Amnesty
International documented a worrying
increase in torture and other ill-treatment in
the country. It also highlighted a prevailing
culture of tolerance and impunity for torture
in Mexico during the past decade; only seven
torturers have been convicted in federal
courts and even fewer have been prosecuted
at state level.

The incomplete and limited investigations
into human rights violations committed in
the case of the 43 disappeared student
teachers in Mexico highlighted serious failures
on the part of the Mexican government in
investigating widespread and entrenched
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corruption and collusion between state
officials and organized crime, as well as
shocking levels of impunity.

Torture and other ill-treatment were
frequently used against criminal suspects
to obtain information, extract confessions
or inflict punishment. Daniel Quintero, a
23-year-old student, was kicked and punched
in the face and ribs and threatened with
rape when he was detained for allegedly
participating in an anti-government
demonstration in Venezuela in February
2014. In the Dominican Republic, Ana
Patricia Fermin received death threats in
April 2014 after she reported that two of her
relatives had been tortured while in police
custody in the capital Santo Domingo . Her
husband and one of the tortured men were
shot dead by police in September.

ACCESS T0 JUSTICE AND THE
FIGHT TO END IMPUNITY

Meaningful access to justice remained out of
reach for many people, especially those from
the most deprived communities. Obstacles to
justice included inefficient judicial systems,
a lack of independence in the judiciary, and
a willingness among some sectors to resort
to extreme measures to avoid accountability
and to protect vested political, criminal and
economic interests.

Difficulties in getting access to justice were
exacerbated by attacks against human rights
defenders, witnesses, lawyers, prosecutors
and judges. Journalists trying to expose
abuses of power, human rights violations
and corruption were also frequently targeted.
In addition, the use of military courts to
try members of the security forces who
commit human rights violations persisted in
a number of countries, including in Chile,
Ecuador and the USA, amid concerns
about the independence and impartiality of
these processes.

There was some progress in the
investigation and prosecution of human rights
violations committed by military regimes in
the last century, including in Argentina and



Chile. However, impunity for thousands of
enforced disappearances and extrajudicial
executions in the region during the second
half of the 20t century remained entrenched,
largely owing to the lack of political will to
bring those responsible to justice. Thousands
of victims and their relatives continued

to demand truth and justice in various
countries including Brazil, Bolivia, EI Salvador,
Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru
and Uruguay.

PRISON CONDITIONS

As incarceration rates have soared across
the region over the past two decades, human
rights groups have documented how Latin
American jails have become nightmarish
places where serving time is a battle to
survive. Tens of thousands of people were
held in pre-trial detention for long periods
because of delays in criminal justice systems.

In most countries in Latin America and the
Caribbean, prisons were grossly overcrowded,
violent and sometimes lacked even the
most basic services. Lack of food and clean
drinking water, unhygienic conditions, lack
of medical care and the failure to provide
transport for prisoners to attend their hearings
so that their cases could progress through the
courts were reported in many countries in the
Americas region, as were attacks, including
killings between inmates. Despite the fact
that several of the region’s current leaders
themselves spent time behind bars, prison
conditions failed to move up the political
agenda to any significant degree.

Across the USA, tens of thousands of
prisoners remained in isolation in state and
federal prisons, confined to their cells for
between 22 and 24 hours a day in conditions
of stark social and environmental deprivation.

Governments failed to take steps to
address the urgent need for fully resourced
plans to tackle these serious concerns. Very
little progress was made in ensuring that
prison facilities complied with international
human rights standards and that prisoners’

rights to life, physical integrity and dignity
were protected.

RIGHTS OF MIGRANTS AND
THEIR DESCENDANTS

Insecurity and social deprivation in their
home countries drove increasing numbers
of Central American migrants, particularly
unaccompanied children, to cross Mexico
en route for the USA. Migrants travelling
through Mexico continued to face killings,
abduction and extortion by criminal gangs,
often operating in collusion with public
officials, as well as ill-treatment by the
Mexican authorities. Women and children
were at particular risk of sexual violence and
people trafficking. The vast majority of these
violations are never investigated and the
perpetrators remain at large. Deportations
increased and administrative detention
pending deportation continued to be

the norm.

Between October 2013 and July 2014,
52,193 unaccompanied migrant children
were apprehended in the USA, nearly twice
as many as during the previous 12-month
period. The US government estimated
that the total number of apprehended
unaccompanied children could exceed
90,000 by the end of November 2014 in
border states such as Texas, Arizona and
California. Many of these children were
fleeing insecurity and poverty in their home
countries. In addition, the unprecedented
levels of gang-related violence and organized
crime in countries such as El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua spurred
thousands of unaccompanied minors to
migrate to the USA.

Discrimination against migrants and their
descendants was pervasive, with states
showing little political willingness to address
the causes of such entrenched exclusion. In
September 2013, the Dominican Republic’s
Constitutional Court issued a widely criticized
judgment which had the effect of retroactively
and arbitrarily depriving Dominicans of foreign
descent born between 1929 and 2010 of
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their Dominican nationality; the vast majority
of those affected were of Haitian descent.
This sparked an outcry at the national and
international levels, including from the Haitian
authorities.

Angel Colén, a member of the Afro-
descendant Garifuna community in
Honduras, was released unconditionally in
October 2014 after spending five years in
a Mexican prison. He had been arrested in
2009 by police in Tijuana as he was travelling
between Honduras and the USA. Police
beat him, forced him to walk on his knees,
kicked and punched him in the stomach
and put a plastic bag over his head to
provoke near asphyxiation. He was stripped
and forced to lick clean the shoes of other
detainees and perform humiliating acts.
Amnesty International considered him to be
a prisoner of conscience detained, tortured
and prosecuted because of discrimination
based on his ethnic origin and his status as
an undocumented migrant.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ RIGHTS

After more than 20 years of fighting for their
traditional land, in June an expropriation
law was passed to return land to the
Sawhoyamaxa Indigenous community in
Paraguay. However, Indigenous Peoples in
the region continued to encounter social,
political and economic threats to their
collective well-being and their very existence.
Their cultural heritage, ancestral lands
and right to self-determination were under
constant attack. Both state and non-state
actors, such as businesses and powerful
landowners, continued to forcibly remove
them from their lands in the name of social
and economic development. Development
programmes often resulted in environmental
and cultural destruction and community
displacement. Those living in voluntary
isolation were at even greater risk, particularly
in the Amazon Basin.

The right of Indigenous Peoples to
meaningful consultation and free, prior and
informed consent over development projects
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affecting them, including extractive industry
projects, continued to be undermined,
despite the fact that all states in the region
have endorsed the 2007 UN Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

The failure to respect the rights of
Indigenous Peoples had a negative impact
on their livelihoods and also resulted in
communities being threatened, harassed,
forcibly evicted or displaced, attacked
or killed as the drive to exploit resources
intensified in the areas where they live. Their
rights to oppose and demand their free
prior and informed consent continued to
be met with intimidation, attacks, excessive
use of force, arbitrary detention and the
discriminatory use of judicial systems. For
example, in July, the Inter-American Court
of Human Rights ruled that the convictions
of eight Mapuche in Chile were based on
discriminatory stereotypes and prejudice.

Indigenous women continued to
experience disproportionate levels of
violence and discrimination. In May, the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police admitted
that 1,017 Indigenous women and girls had
been murdered between 1980 and 2012,

a homicide rate at least four times higher
than that faced by women in the rest of the
population. In January 2014, the Public
Prosecutor’s Office in Lima, Peru, closed

the cases of over 2,000 Indigenous and
campesino women who were sterilized in

the 1990s without their full and informed
consent. The 2,000 cases represented only
a small proportion of a total of more than
200,000 women who were sterilized in the
1990s. None of the government officials
responsible for implementing the programme
that resulted in these forced sterilizations has
been brought to justice.

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS AT RISK
Human rights defenders continued to face
attacks and abuses in reprisal for their
legitimate human rights work in many
countries including Brazil, Colombia,
Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador,



Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Peru
and Venezuela. Defenders faced a range

of abuses including attacks on their life

and physical integrity and on their rights

to freedom of expression, association and
assembly. They were also vilified in the
press and by government officials and were
victims of the misuse of the justice system

in an effort to criminalize those who defend
human rights. Very worryingly, in some
countries, such as Colombia and Guatemala,
local human rights organizations reported an
increase in attacks against defenders. The
perpetrators of these abuses were almost
never brought to justice.

Defenders fighting against impunity, those
working on women'’s rights and those focusing
on human rights issues related to land,
territory and natural resources remained at
particular risk.

Even in countries where mechanisms to
protect human rights defenders at risk have
been established, such as Brazil, Colombia
and Mexico, in many cases protection
measures were not granted or were not
granted effectively and promptly. This
was due in particular to a lack of political
will and of resources to ensure effective
implementation. In addition, there were
concerns that a differentiated approach to
protection measures that included a gender
perspective had not been put in place.

With courage, dignity and tenacity human
rights defenders throughout the region
continued to fight for the realization of human
rights for all, despite the very unsafe and
hostile environment they faced.

RIGHTS OF WOMEN AND GIRLS

States in the region failed to put protecting
women and girls from rape, threats and
killings at the forefront of their political
agendas. Slow and patchy implementation
of legislation to combat gender-based
violence remained a serious concern

and the lack of resources available to
investigate and prosecute these crimes
raised questions about official willingness
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to address the issue. The failure to bring to
justice those responsible for these crimes
further entrenched impunity for gender-
based violence and helped foster a climate
where violence against women and girls
was tolerated.

In August 2013, states in the region
appeared to be moving forward when
they reached a historic agreement in
Montevideo, Uruguay, acknowledging that the
criminalization of abortion causes increased
maternal mortality and morbidity and does
not reduce the number of abortions. In
December, abortion was decriminalized in the
Dominican Republic.

However, at the end of 2014, women’s
and girls’ sexual and reproductive rights
continued to be violated with appalling
consequences for their lives and health. In
Chile, El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua
and Suriname, a total ban on abortion in
all circumstances, including for girls and
women pregnant as a result of rape or who
experience life-threatening complications in
their pregnancies, remained in place. Those
seeking or providing an abortion risked
lengthy imprisonment.

On taking office in March 2014, President
Michele Bachelet promised that one of
her priorities would be to reverse the total
ban on abortion in Chile. In EI Salvador,
the future continued to look still bleak. At
least 129 women have been incarcerated
on pregnancy-related grounds in the past
decade. Seventeen of these women were
awaiting the outcome of a request for a state
pardon at the end of the year. They were
serving prison sentences of up to 40 years
for aggravated homicide, having initially been
charged with having an abortion.

In most countries where access to abortion
services was granted in law in certain
circumstances, protracted judicial procedures
made access to safe abortion almost
impossible, especially for those who could
not afford to pay for private abortion services.
Restricted access to contraception and
information on sexual and reproductive issues
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remained a concern, particularly for the most
marginalized women and girls in the region.
In some countries, the decriminalization
of abortion in cases of rape was gradually
becoming a reality. In Bolivia, the
Constitutional Court ruled in February that
the request for judicial authorization for
an abortion that is the result of rape was
unconstitutional. And in Peru Congress
was discussing a draft bill to decriminalize
abortion if the pregnancy is the result of rape
at the end of the year. However, in Ecuador
a similar attempt was blocked by President
Rafael Correa in 2013.
Most countries in the region have passed
laws to combat violence against women
and girls in the private and public sphere.
However, effective and fully resourced
mechanisms to protect women and girls from
violence were largely absent, especially in
marginalized and poor communities.
Increasing rates of violence against
women have been reported across the
region. The Inter-American Court of Human
Rights and the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights expressed concern at
the levels of violence against women and
impunity, concluding that underlying societal
beliefs about the inferiority of women have
created a culture of discrimination within
law enforcement and judicial institutions,
resulting in negligent investigations and a lack
of sanctions against perpetrators.

ARMED CONFLICT
The failure to stem the human rights
consequences of the Colombian armed
conflict, coupled with the failure to bring
to justice the majority of those suspected
of criminal responsibility in such crimes,
threatened to undermine the long-term
viability of any eventual peace agreement.
Peace talks held in Cuba between the
Colombian government and the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia (Fuerzas Armadas
Revolucionarias de Colombia, FARC) made
progress. The negotiations offered the best
chance in over a decade to put a definitive
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end to the region’s longest-running internal
armed conflict. But all sides continued to
commit human rights violations and abuses
and violations of international humanitarian
law, principally against Indigenous, Afro-
descendant and campesino communities,
human rights defenders and trade unionists.

The government continued to promote
legislation to broaden the scope of military
jurisdiction and make it easier for military
courts to be assigned cases in which
members of the security forces are implicated
in human rights violations. This threatened to
reverse the little progress that civilian courts
had made to uphold the right of victims to
truth and justice.

COUNTER-TERROR AND SECURITY
President Barack Obama acknowledged
that the USA used torture in its response to
the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks on
the USA (9/11), but he remained silent on
accountability and redress. By the end of
2014, 127 men were held at the US detention
facility at Guantdnamo, Cuba. The majority
were held without charge or trial, while six
were still facing trial by military commission
and a government seeking the death penalty
under a system falling short of international
fair trial standards.

In late 2012, the US Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence (SSCI) completed
a review it had begun in 2009 into the secret
detention and interrogation programme
operated by the Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) after 9/11. On 3 April 2014, the SSCI
voted 11 to three to submit for declassification
the summary of the report and its 20 findings
and conclusions. The summary was finally
released on 9 December, providing more
damning detail of the human rights violations
that were carried out in the programme,
operated under presidential authority. The
full report remained classified and out
of public view, held, according to SSCI
Chairperson Senator Dianne Feinstein, “for
declassification at a later time”. Although
there has for years been much information in
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the public domain about the CIA programme,
no one has yet been brought to justice for
the human rights violations, including the
crimes under international law of torture and
enforced disappearance, carried out under
that programme .

DEATH PENALTY
The USA was the only country in the region
that carried out executions. However, here
too momentum against the application of
the death penalty continued to grow with
the announcement in February that the
Governor of Washington State would not
allow executions there while he held that
office. This followed Maryland’s abolition of
the death penalty in 2013, bringing to 18 the
number of abolitionist states. There were also
strong indications that no executions would
occur in Colorado under its current governor.
In the Caribbean several Greater Caribbean
states reported empty death rows for the first
time since 1980.
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ASIA-PACIFIC
REGIONAL
OVERVIEW

The Asia-Pacific region covers half the globe
and contains more than half its population,
much of it young. For years, the region has
grown in political and economic strength
and is rapidly changing the orientation of
global power and wealth. China and the USA
tussle for influence. Dynamics among large
powers in the region, such as between India
and China and the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN), were also significant.
Trends in human rights must be read against
this background.

Despite some positive developments
in 2014, including elections of some
governments that have promised
improvements in human rights, the overall
trend was regressive due to impunity,
continuing unequal treatment of and violence
against women, ongoing torture and further
use of the death penalty, crackdowns
on freedom of expression and assembly,
pressure on civil society and threats against
human rights defenders and media workers.
There were worrying signs of rising religious
and ethnic intolerance and discrimination
with authorities either being complicit or
failing to take action to combat it. Armed
conflict in parts of the region continued,
particularly in Afghanistan, the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) in Pakistan,
and in Myanmar and Thailand.

The UN released a comprehensive
report on the human rights situation in the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(North Korea), which gave details on the
systematic violation of almost the entire range
of human rights. Hundreds of thousands of
people continued to be detained in prison
camps and other detention facilities, many of
them without being charged or tried for any
internationally recognizable criminal offence.

Amnesty International Report 2014/15

At the end of the year these concerns were
recognized in the UN General Assembly and
discussed in the Security Council.

Refugees and asylum-seekers continued to
face significant hardship. Several countries,
such as Malaysia and Australia, violated
the international prohibition of refoulement
by forcibly returning refugees and asylum-
seekers to countries where they faced serious
human rights violations.

The death penalty continued to be
imposed in several countries in the region. In
December, the Pakistani Taliban-led attack on
Army Public School in Peshawar resulted in
149 deaths, including 132 children, making
it the deadliest terrorist attack in Pakistan’s
history. In response, the government lifted a
moratorium and swiftly executed seven men
previously convicted for other terror-related
offences. The Prime Minister announced
plans for military courts to try terror suspects,
adding to concerns over fair trials.

Homosexuality remained criminalized in
several countries in the region. In India, the
Supreme Court granted legal recognition to
transgender people and in Malaysia the Court
of Appeal ruled that a law making cross-
dressing illegal was inconsistent with the
Constitution. However, cases of harassment
and violence against transgender people
continued to be reported.

An increase in activism by younger
populations, connected by more affordable
communications technologies, was positive.
However, in the face of this group claiming
their rights, authorities in many countries
resorted to putting restrictions on freedom
of expression, association and peaceful
assembly and attempted to undermine
civil society.

INCREASE IN ACTIVISM

Younger populations, connected by affordable
communication technologies and utilizing
social media, claimed their rights as 2014
saw an increase in activism in the region, with
women often at the forefront.
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Elections provided the space for people to
air their grievances and demand changes.
In Indonesia’s July elections, Joko Widodo
was swept into power after making campaign
promises to improve human rights. In Fiji,
peaceful elections in September - the first
since the 2006 military coup - saw vigorous
debate by society and the media, despite

ongoing restrictions on freedom of expression.

By the end of 2014, a year after elections and
mass demonstrations in Cambodia, peaceful
protests in the capital, Phnom Penh, had
become an almost daily occurrence.

Activists and human rights defenders
increasingly came together to hold
governments to account. In Myanmar in
February members of the Michaungkan
community resumed a sit-in protest close to
Yangon'’s City Hall after the authorities failed
to resolve their land dispute case.

More human rights activists looked
to the international arena for support.
Vietnamese authorities allowed Amnesty
International to visit the country for the
first time in more than 20 years. Although
several new groups were formed and activists
increasingly exercised their right to freedom
of expression, they continued to face harsh
censorship and punishments. Despite the
early release of six dissidents in April and
June, at least 60 prisoners of conscience
remained imprisoned.

In Hong Kong, thousands of protesters,
predominantly led by students, took to the
streets from September to call for universal
suffrage. More than 100 activists were
subsequently detained in mainland China for
their support of the Hong Kong protesters,
and at the end of the year 31 remained
in detention.

REPRESSION OF DISSENT

In the face of increasing activism, authorities
in many countries resorted to putting
restrictions on freedoms of expression and
peaceful assembly. The crackdown on rights
activism intensified during the year in China.
Individuals associated with a loose network of
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activists called the New Citizens’” Movement
were sentenced to between two and six and
a half years’ imprisonment. Human rights
defender Cao Shunli died in a hospital in
March after being denied adequate medical
treatment in detention.

In North Korea, there appeared to be
no independent civil society organizations,
newspapers or political parties. North Koreans
were liable to be searched by the authorities
and could be punished for reading, watching
or listening to foreign media materials.

Military and security forces used excessive
force to further repress dissent. In response
to peaceful protests in Cambodia, security
forces used excessive force including live
ammunition against protesters, shooting
dead protesting garment workers in January.
Housing rights activists were jailed for
peacefully protesting. The May coup in
Thailand and imposition of martial law saw
many people detained arbitrarily, political
gatherings of more than five people banned
and the trial of civilians in military courts with
no right of appeal. Legislation was also used
to restrict freedom of expression.

In Malaysia the authorities began using
colonial-era sedition legislation to investigate,
charge and imprison human rights defenders,
opposition politicians, a journalist, academics
and students. Media outlets and publishing
houses faced sweeping restrictions under
legislation requiring that licences be obtained
for print publications, which could be
arbitrarily revoked by the Minister of Home
Affairs. Independent media outlets faced
difficulty in obtaining licences.

In Indonesia, cases continued to be
documented of the arrest and detention of
peaceful political activists, particularly in
areas with a history of pro-independence
movements such as Papua and Maluku.
Freedoms of expression and peaceful
assembly remained severely restricted in
Myanmar, with scores of human rights
defenders, journalists, political activists and
farmers arrested or imprisoned solely for the
peaceful exercise of their rights.
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Human rights defenders have consistently
faced heavy pressure from some
governments. In Sri Lanka, a memorandum
issued by the Ministry of Defence warned
all NGOs to stop holding media events and
not to disseminate press releases. This
contributed to the already prevalent climate
of fear and repression, with journalists and
human rights defenders continuing to face
physical attacks, death threats and politically
motivated charges.

Trade unions are also facing increasing
restrictions. In the Republic of Korea (South
Korea), Kim Jung-woo, a trade union leader,
was sentenced to imprisonment after he tried
to prevent municipal government officials
from dismantling sit-in tents and a memorial
altar at a protest. He is at risk of being given
a heavier sentence at the High Court after an
appeal by the prosecution. There have also
been attempts by the authorities to deregister
some of the major unions, and lawsuits have
been filed against them.

Politically motivated attacks against
journalists were a worrying trend. In Pakistan,
at least eight journalists were killed in direct
response to their work, making the country
one of the most dangerous for the media
profession. In Afghanistan, there was an
increasing number of journalists killed - those
covering the election were particularly at
risk. In Maldives, several journalists came
under attack from non-state actors who have
gone unpunished.

There has also been evidence of narrowing
down media space. In Sri Lanka, intimidation
continued, including temporarily closing down
Uthayan newspaper. In Bangladesh, bloggers
and human rights defenders were arrested
and faced trial and imprisonment. Pakistan
has seen suspensions of TV channels.
Chinese state censors attempted to ban
photos and block any positive mentions online
of the pro-democracy protests, while allowing
TV and newspapers to run only government-
approved news.
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TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT

Torture and other ill-treatment continued
to be committed by governments in
several countries.

Torture by police was seldom investigated
or punished in the Philippines. Despite
the ratification of the two key international
treaties against torture, severe beatings as
well as methods such as electric shocks and
waterboarding continued to be employed
by officers who torture mostly for extortion
and to extract confessions. In December,
Amnesty International reported in Above the
Law: Police Torture in the Philippines that
a pervasive culture of impunity is allowing
torture by police to go unchecked.

China consolidated its position as a major
manufacturer and exporter of a growing range
of law enforcement equipment, including
items with no legitimate policing function
such as electric shock stun batons and
weighted leg cuffs, as well as equipment that
could be used legitimately in law enforcement
but is easy to abuse, such as tear gas.
Torture and other ill-treatment remained
widespread in China. In March, four lawyers
who were investigating torture reports in
a Legal Education Centre in Jiansanjiang,
Heilongjiang Province, were themselves then
arbitrarily detained and tortured. One lawyer
reported he was hooded, handcuffed behind
his back and suspended by his wrists, while
police beat him.

In North Korea, hundreds of thousands of
people remained detained in political prison
camps and other detention facilities, where
they were subject to gross human rights
violations such as extrajudicial executions and
torture and other ill-treatment.

Accountability mechanisms remained
inadequate to deal with allegations of torture,
often leaving victims and their families without
access to justice and other effective remedies.
In Afghanistan, allegations of human rights
violations by National Directorate of Security
(NDS) personnel continued, including torture
and enforced disappearances. In Sri Lanka,

25



torture and other ill-treatment of detainees
remained widespread.

Prolonged pre-trial detention and
overcrowding in prisons remained a serious
concern in India. Indiscriminate arrests,
slow investigations and prosecutions, weak
legal aid systems and inadequate safeguards
contributed to the problem. The Supreme
Court directed district judges to immediately
identify and release all pre-trial detainees who
had been in prison for over half of the term
they would have faced if convicted.

In Japan, the daiyo kangoku system, which
allows police to detain suspects for up to 23
days prior to charge, continued to facilitate
torture and other ill-treatment in order to
extract confessions during interrogation. No
steps were taken to abolish or reform the
system to bring it into line with international
standards. Torture and other ill-treatment of
prisoners while in military detention, as well
as by police, were reported in Thailand.

ARMED CONFLICT

In Afghanistan, the 13-year NATO mission
reached its conclusion although a continued
presence of international forces was agreed.
Abuses by armed groups continued on a
significant scale, with attacks at an all-time
high in the first half of 2014. Pakistan also
continued to see internal armed conflict

in FATA, with the army launching a major
operation in North Waziristan in June. US
drone strikes resumed. The most devastating
attack in the country’s history occurred in
December when several militants from the
Pakistani Taliban attacked Army Public
School in Peshawar where 149 people were
killed, including 132 children, and dozens
injured in firing which targeted children and
teachers and in suicide bombings.

The armed conflict in Myanmar’s Kachin
and Northern Shan states continued into its
fourth year, with violations of international
humanitarian and human rights law reported
on both sides, including unlawful killings
and torture and other ill-treatment, including
rape and other crimes of sexual violence. In
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Thailand, armed violence continued in the
three southern provinces of Pattani, Yala,
Narathiwat and parts of Songkhla. Security
forces were implicated in unlawful killings and
torture and other ill-treatment, while attacks
targeting civilians were believed to have been
carried out by armed groups through the year,
including the bombing of public places.

IMPUNITY

A common theme was ongoing impunity

for past and recent human rights violations
including in the context of armed conflict. In
India, state authorities often failed to prevent
and also committed crimes against Indian
nationals. Arbitrary arrest and detention,
torture and extrajudicial executions often
went unpunished. The overburdened criminal
justice system contributed to justice being
denied to those who suffered abuses, and to
violations of the right to a fair trial. Violence by
armed groups put civilians at risk.

There have been some convictions and
arrests for past crimes. The Extraordinary
Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (the
Khmer Rouge Tribunal) convicted Nuon
Chea, the former second in command of the
Khmer Rouge regime, and Khieu Samphan,
the regime’s former head of state, of crimes
against humanity and sentenced them to
life imprisonment. In the Philippines, retired
Major General Jovito Palparan was arrested in
August. He faced charges of abduction and
illegal detention of university students.

Victims of past human rights violations and
abuses continued to demand justice, truth
and reparation for crimes under international
law which occurred under the rule of former
President Suharto (1965-1998) and during
the subsequent reformasi period in Indonesia.
No progress was reported on numerous cases
of alleged gross violations of human rights
that were submitted by the National Human
Rights Commission (Komnas HAM) to the
Attorney General's Office after a preliminary
pro-justicia inquiry was conducted.

In Sri Lanka, the UN Human Rights
Council established an international inquiry
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into reports of war crimes committed

during the civil war. Government officials
and supporters threatened human rights
defenders not to have contact with the
investigators or to contribute to the inquiry.
In April in Nepal, the parliament passed the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC)
Act, establishing two commissions, a TRC and
a Commission on Enforced Disappearances,
with the power to recommend amnesties,
including for serious human rights violations.
This was despite a Supreme Court ruling in
January that a similar 2013 TRC ordinance
with the power to recommend amnesties
contravened international human rights

law and the spirit of the 2007 Interim
Constitution.

PEOPLE ON THE MOVE

Several countries violated the international
prohibition of refoulement by forcibly
returning refugees and asylum-seekers to
countries where they faced serious human
rights violations. In Malaysia in May, the
authorities forcibly returned two refugees
and one asylum-seeker who were under
the protection of UNHCR, the UN refugee
agency, to Sri Lanka where they were at risk
of torture. Sri Lanka detained and forcefully
deported asylum-seekers without adequately
assessing their asylum claims.

Afghans continued to account for a
very high number of refugees according to
UNHCR. Neighbouring Iran and Pakistan
hosted 2.7 million registered Afghan refugees.
In March, UNHCR documented 659,961
Afghans who were internally displaced due
to armed conflict, deterioration of security
and natural disasters. There were concerns
that displacement could increase following
the security transition scheduled for the end
of 2014 as local insurgents fought to occupy
territory previously under the control of
international forces.

Internal migrants also faced discrimination.
In China, changes to the household
registration system known as hukou made
it easier for rural residents to move to small
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or mid-size cities. Access to benefits and
services, including education and health
care, continued to be linked to hukou status,
which remained a basis for discrimination.
The hukou system forced many internal
migrants to leave their children behind in the
countryside.

Migrant workers continued to face abuse
and discrimination. In Hong Kong a high-
profile trial began involving three women
Indonesian migrant domestic workers.

Their former employer faced 21 charges
including causing grievous bodily harm with
intent and failure to pay wages. In October,
Amnesty International published a report
based on interviews with migrant agricultural
workers across South Korea, who under the
Employment Permit System (EPS) endured
excessive working hours, underpayment,
denial of their weekly paid rest day and
annual leave, illegal subcontracting and
poor living conditions. Many were also
discriminated against at work due to their
nationality.

Australia’s hard-line approach to asylum-
seekers continued, with those arriving by boat
either sent back to their country of departure,
transferred to offshore immigration detention
centres on Papua New Guinea’s Manus
Island or Nauru, or detained in Australia.

RISING RELIGIOUS AND

ETHNIC INTOLERANCE

There were signs in 2014 of rising religious
and ethnic intolerance and discrimination
and authorities either being complicit or
failing to take action to combat it. In Pakistan
blasphemy laws continued to be linked to
vigilante violence. Police were warned of
some impending attacks on “blasphemy”
suspects but failed to take adequate
measures to protect them. Blasphemy

laws also contributed to an atmosphere

of intolerance in Indonesia. In November
Amnesty International recommended repeal
of Indonesia’s blasphemy law and called for
all those imprisoned under it to be released
immediately.
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Violent attacks on grounds of religious and
ethnic identity continued on a significant
scale. The failure of governments to address
rising religious and ethnic intolerance was
evident. The Myanmar and Sri Lankan
governments failed to address ongoing
incitement to violence based on national,
racial and religious hatred by Buddhist
nationalist groups despite violent incidents.
The government of Myanmar also failed
to allow equal access to full citizenship to
Rohingyas. In Pakistan, Shi'a Muslims were
killed in attacks by armed groups; Ahmadis
and Christians were also targeted. Sri Lanka
also saw violence against Muslims and
Christians carried out by armed groups,
and police failed to protect them or to
investigate incidents.

Ethnic Tibetans continued to face
discrimination and restrictions on their
rights to freedoms of thought, conscience
and religion, expression, association and
peaceful assembly in China. Tibetan
demonstrators were reportedly shot by police
and security forces in Kardze (Chinese:
Ganzi), Sichuan Province, where a crowd had
gathered to protest against the detention of
a village leader. Uighurs faced widespread
discrimination in employment, education
and housing, and faced curtailed religious
freedom, as well as political marginalization.

Some government authorities used religion
as a justification for ongoing discrimination.
In Malaysia the Federal Court rejected an
appeal seeking to overturn a ban preventing
a Christian newspaper from using the word
“Allah” in its publications. The authorities
claimed that the use of the word in non-
Muslim literature was confusing and could
cause Muslims to convert. The ban led to
intimidation and harassment of Christians.

India marked the 30th anniversary of the
massacre of Sikhs in 1984 amid ongoing
impunity for this and other large-scale attacks
against religious minorities.
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DISCRIMINATION

People in many countries continued to face
discrimination, particularly where authorities
failed to take adequate measures to protect
them and their communities.

Discrimination, including on the basis
of gender, caste, class, ethnic origin and
religion, persisted in Nepal. Victims were
subject to exclusion, torture and other ill-
treatment, including sexual violence. Women
from marginalized groups, including Dalits
and impoverished women, continued to
face particular hardship because of multiple
forms of discrimination. In India, Dalit women
and girls continued to face multiple levels
of caste-based discrimination and violence.
Self-appointed village councils issued illegal
decrees ordering punishments against women
for perceived social transgressions.

The Japanese government failed to speak
out against discriminatory rhetoric, or curb
the use of racially pejorative terms and
harassment against ethnic Koreans and their
descendants, who are commonly referred
to as Zainichi (literally “residing in Japan”).
In December the Supreme Court ruled to
ban the group Zainichi Tokken wo Yurusanai
Shimin no Kai from using racially pejorative
terms against Koreans, while holding public
demonstrations near an ethnic Korean
elementary school.

Discrimination against ethnic, linguistic
and religious minorities, including members
of Tamil, Muslim and Christian communities,
continued in Sri Lanka. Minorities were
singled out for arbitrary restrictions on
freedom of expression and association.

SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS
Progress towards respect, protection and
fulfilment of sexual and reproductive rights is
still needed in many countries of the region.
In April, the Philippine Supreme Court
upheld the Reproductive Health Law, which
paves the way for government funding
for modern contraceptive methods and
seeks to introduce reproductive health and
sexuality education in schools. However, the
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Philippines still has one of the most restrictive
abortion laws in the world, criminalizing
abortion on all grounds with no exceptions.
In Indonesia, legislation was passed in July
restricting to 40 days the time period for
rape survivors to access legal abortion. It was
feared that this shortened timeframe would
prevent many rape survivors from being able
to access safe abortion provisions.
Government efforts to eradicate gender
discrimination against women and girls
continued to be ineffective in reducing
women’s risk of uterine prolapse in Nepal,
where Amnesty International Secretary
General Salil Shetty launched the “My Body
My Rights” campaign among women affected
by the issue in rural communities.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Women across the region continued to face
violence, including when seeking to exercise
their rights. In Pakistan, for example, a

Jjirga (traditional decision-making body) of
Uthmanzai tribal chiefs from North Waziristan
tribal agency threatened women with violence
for seeking access to humanitarian assistance
in displaced persons camps.

In India, the authorities did not effectively
implement new laws on crimes against
women that were enacted in 2013, or
undertake meaningful reforms to ensure that
they were enforced. Rape within marriage was
still not recognized as a crime if the wife was
over 15 years of age.

Children were forced to marry in several
countries in the region. So-called “honour”
killings were reported in both Afghanistan and
Pakistan. In Afghanistan, the number of cases
reported under the law on the Elimination of
Violence against Women increased - although
it was not clear whether this was due to an
increase in crimes or in reporting. Crimes
related to violence against women remained
some of the most underreported crimes. The
Afghanistan Independent Human Rights
Commission registered 4,154 cases of
violence against women for the first half of
2014 alone. Authorities approved or amended
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several laws which barred family members of
both victims and perpetrators of crimes from
testifying. Since most gender-based violence
was reported as happening within the family,
this made successful prosecutions in cases
of forced and child marriage and domestic
violence nearly impossible.

In Japan the results were made public
of a government-appointed study which
re-examined the drafting process of the Kono
Statement (a government apology made two
decades earlier to the survivors of the military
sexual slavery system before and during
World War I1). Several high-profile public
figures made statements to deny or justify the
system. The government continued to refuse
to officially use the term “sexual slavery”, and
to deny effective reparation to its survivors.

There were further reports of women
and children being subjected to violence,
sometimes resulting in death, following
accusations of sorcery in Papua New Guinea.
The UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial,
summary or arbitrary executions highlighted
sorcery-related killings as a major concern.

DEATH PENALTY

The death penalty was retained by several
countries in the region; China continued its
extensive use of the death penalty.

Executions continued in Japan. In March
a court ordered a retrial and the immediate
release of Hakamada Iwao. Hakamada Ilwao
had been sentenced to death in 1968 after an
unfair trial on the basis of a forced confession,
and was the longest-serving death row inmate
in the world.

In Viet Nam, executions continued and
several individuals were sentenced to death
for economic offences.

National and international criticism had
some impact. In Malaysia, the executions of
Chandran Paskaran and Osariakhi Ernest
Obayangbon were postponed. However, death
sentences continued to be imposed and
reports indicated that executions were carried
out in secret.
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In January, the Indian Supreme Court ruled
that undue delay in the carrying out of death
sentences amounted to torture, and that the
execution of people suffering from mental
illness would be unconstitutional. It also laid
down guidelines for safeguarding the rights of
people under sentence of death.

In December, in the wake of the Pakistani
Taliban attack on a school in Peshawar,
Pakistan lifted a moratorium on executions
and began executing prisoners convicted of
terrorism-related charges. It was reported
that more than 500 people are at risk of
being executed.

Afghanistan continued to apply the death
penalty, often after unfair trials. In October, six
men were executed in Kabul's Pul-e-Charkhi
prison. The trial proceedings of at least five
of the men in connection with a gang rape
were considered unfair, marred by public and
political pressure on the courts to hand down
a tough sentence while the accused claimed
to have confessed following torture by police
in detention.

CORPORATE ACCOUNTABILITY

Companies have a responsibility to respect
human rights. However, in several countries
in the Asia-Pacific region that respect was
not evident. Thousands of people remained
at risk of being forcibly evicted from their
homes and lands for large infrastructure and
commercial projects in India. Particularly
vulnerable were Adivasi (Indigenous)
communities living near new and expanding
mines and dams. In Papua New Guinea,
tensions escalated at the site of Porgera gold
mine between the mining company and local
residents. In June, around 200 homes were
burned to the ground by police enforcing an
eviction. Reports were received of physical
and sexual violence by police during the
forced eviction.

December marked the 30th anniversary of
the 1984 Bhopal gas leak disaster in India.
Survivors continued to experience serious
health problems linked to the leak and to
continuing pollution from the factory site. Dow
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Chemical Company and Union Carbide failed
to respond to a criminal summons issued by a
Bhopal court. The Indian government is yet to
clean up the contaminated factory site.

In Cambodia, conflicts over land and forced
evictions continued. This led to increased
protests and confrontations, often involving
local authorities and private companies. In
October a group of international law experts
provided information to the ICC alleging on
behalf of 10 victims that “widespread and
systematic” land grabbing by the Cambodian
government was a crime against humanity.

RIGHTS OF LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL,
TRANSGENDER AND INTERSEX PEOPLE

Homosexuality remained criminalized in
several countries in the region. On a positive
note, in April in India, the Supreme Court
granted legal recognition to transgender
people in a landmark judgment. It directed
authorities to recognize transgender
persons’ self-identification as male, female
or a “third gender” and put in place social
welfare policies and quotas in education and
employment. However, cases of harassment
and violence against transgender people
continued to be reported.

In a landmark decision in Malaysia in
November, the Court of Appeal ruled that a
Negri Sembilan Shari'a law making cross-
dressing illegal was inconsistent with the
Constitution. However, Amnesty International
received reports about the arrest and
imprisonment of LGBTI people purely on the
basis of their sexuality, and they continued to
face discrimination.

In October, Singapore’s Supreme Court
upheld section 377A of the Penal Code which
criminalizes consensual same-sex relations
between men. In Brunei, the new Penal
Code imposed death by stoning as a possible
punishment for conduct that should not be
criminal, such as extramarital sexual relations
and consensual sex between people of the
same gender, as well as for offences such as
theft and rape.
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In conclusion, the seismic geopolitical
and economic shifts that are taking place
in the Asia-Pacific region render it even
more urgent that human rights safeguards
are strengthened and lapses are redressed
so that all people in the region can claim

genuine citizenship without risk of sanction.
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EUROPE AND
CENTRAL ASIA
REGIONAL
OVERVIEW

9 November 2014 marked the 25t
anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall,

the end of the Cold War and, according

to one commentator, “the end of history”.
Celebrating the anniversary in Berlin, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel declared “the fall of
the Wall has shown us that dreams can come
true” - and, for many in communist Europe,
indeed they did. But a quarter of a century
later, the dream of greater freedom remained
as distant as ever for millions more in the
former Soviet Union, as the opportunity for
change has been ripped from people’s hands
by the new elites that emerged, seamlessly,
from the old.

2014 was not another year of stalled
progress. It was a year of regression. If the
fall of the Berlin War marked the end of
history, the conflict in eastern Ukraine and
the Russian annexation of Crimea clearly
signalled its resumption. Speaking on the
same day as Angela Merkel, former leader
of the Soviet Union Mikhail Gorbachev put it
bluntly: “The world is on the brink of a new
Cold War. Some are even saying that it's
already begun.”

The dramatic events in Ukraine exposed
the dangers and difficulty of dreaming. Over
100 people were killed as the EuroMaydan
protest reached its bloody conclusion in
February. By the end of the year, over
4,000 more had died in the course of the
fighting in eastern Ukraine, many of them
civilians. Despite the signing of a ceasefire in
September, localized fighting continued and
there was little prospect of a rapid resolution
by the end of the year. Russia continued to
deny that it was supporting the rebel forces
with both troops and equipment, in the
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face of mounting evidence to the contrary.
Both sides were responsible for a range of
international human rights and humanitarian
law violations including indiscriminate
shelling, which resulted in hundreds
of civilian casualties. As law and order
progressively broke down along the lines of
conflict and in rebel-held areas, abductions,
executions and reports of torture and ill-
treatment proliferated, both by rebel forces
and pro-Kyiv volunteer battalions. Neither side
showed much inclination to investigate and
rein in such abuses.

The situation in Crimea deteriorated along
predictable lines. With its absorption into
the Russian Federation, Russian laws and
practices were employed to restrict freedoms
of expression, assembly and association of
those opposed to the change. Pro-Ukrainian
activists and Crimean Tatars were harassed,
detained and, in some cases, disappeared.
In Kyiv, the huge task of introducing the
reforms needed to strengthen the rule of
law, eliminate abuses in the criminal justice
system and combat endemic corruption was
delayed by Presidential and Parliamentary
elections and the inevitable distractions of the
conflict still raging in the east. Little progress
had been made in investigating the killings of
EuroMaydan protesters by the end of the year.

The rupturing of the geopolitical fault line
in Ukraine had numerous consequences in
Russia, simultaneously boosting President
Putin’s popularity and rendering the Kremlin
more wary of dissent. The breakdown in east-
west relations was reflected in the aggressive
promotion of anti-western and anti-Ukrainian
propaganda in the mainstream media. At
the same time, the space to express and
communicate dissenting views shrunk
markedly, as the Kremlin strengthened its grip
on the media and the internet, clamped down
on protest and harassed and demonized
independent NGOs.

Elsewhere in the former Soviet Union, the
hopes and ambitions unleashed by the fall
of the Berlin Wall receded further. In Central
Asia, authoritarian governments remained
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entrenched in Kazakhstan, and even more
so in Turkmenistan. Where they appeared
to wobble slightly, as in Uzbekistan, it was
more the result of in-fighting among the ruling
elite than in response to wider discontent,
which continued to be suppressed.
Azerbaijan proved particularly aggressive in
its repression of dissent; by the end of the
year Amnesty International recognized a total
of 23 prisoners of conscience in Azerbaijan,
including bloggers, political activists, civil
society leaders and human rights lawyers.
Azerbaijan’s presidency of the Council of
Europe in the first half of the year failed to
induce restraint. Indeed, more broadly in
Azerbaijan, but also elsewhere in Central
Asia, strategic interests consistently prevailed
over principled international criticism and
engagement on widespread human rights
violations. Even for Russia, international
criticism of the growing clampdown on civil
and political rights remained strangely muted.
If Russia remained the market leader
in popular, “democratic” authoritarianism,
the trend was also observable elsewhere
in the region. In Turkey, Recep Erdogan
demonstrated his vote-winning powers
once again by comfortably winning the
Presidential elections in August, despite a
series of high-profile corruption scandals
implicating him and his family directly. His
response to these, as it had been to the Gezi
protests the year before, was unflinching:
hundreds of prosecutors, police officers and
judges suspected of being loyal to one-
time ally Fetullah Gulen were transferred to
other posts. The blurring of the separation
of powers in Hungary continued after the
re-election of the ruling Fidesz party in April
and, in moves that echoed developments
further east, critical NGOs were attacked for
supposedly acting in the interests of foreign
governments. By the end of the year, a
number of NGOs faced the threat of criminal
prosecution for alleged financial irregularities.
Across the European Union (EU),
entrenched economic difficulties and the
dwindling confidence in mainstream political
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parties prompted a rise in populist parties
at both ends of the political spectrum.

The influence of nationalist, thinly-veiled
xenophobic attitudes was particularly evident
in increasingly restrictive migration policies,
but it was also reflected in the growing
distrust of supra-national authority. The EU
itself was a particular target, but so too was
the European Convention on Human Rights.
The UK and Switzerland led the charge,
with ruling parties in both countries openly
attacking the European Court of Human
Rights and discussing withdrawal from the
Convention system.

In short, at no time since the fall of the
Berlin Wall had the integrity of, and support
for, the international human rights framework
in the Europe and Central Asia region
appeared quite so brittle.

FREEDOMS OF EXPRESSION,
ASSOCIATION AND ASSEMBLY

Throughout the former Soviet Union,
autocratic governments maintained or
strengthened their grip on power. The
deterioration in the respect for the rights

to freedoms of expression, assembly and
association in Russia since the return of
Vladimir Putin to the presidency accelerated.
Penalties, including greater criminal liability
for violations of the law on demonstrations,
were increased. Small-scale spontaneous
protests were routinely dispersed, however
peaceful, with hundreds arrested and fined
or sentenced to short periods of detention,
during the course of the year. A few larger
planned protests, such as the anti-war
protests in March and September, were
allowed to proceed. Independent critical
NGOs were consistently portrayed in the
media and by leading politicians as a fifth
column acting in the pay and interests of
nefarious foreign powers. Discredited by
media smear campaigns, dozens of NGOs
were also distracted by judicial proceedings,
challenging the requirement to register
themselves under the politically toxic label
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“foreign agents”; five dissolved themselves as
a result.

In Belarus, the highly restrictive law on
demonstrations continued to be applied
in a way that effectively prohibited public
protest. The few who attempted it endured
brief periods of detention for their pains.

In the lead-up to the Ice Hockey World
Championship in May, 16 civil society
activists were arrested and sentenced to
between five and 25 days’ administrative
detention. Eight were arbitrarily arrested

in connection with a peaceful march
commemorating the Chernobyl nuclear
disaster. They were charged with “petty
hooliganism” and “disobeying police orders”.
Eight others, all known for their political
activism, were detained in the days before the
march under similar charges.

Civil society and political activists were
particularly targeted in Azerbaijan. Ten
leading human rights organizations were
forced to shut down or cease their activities
and at least six prominent human rights
defenders were imprisoned on spurious
charges related to their work. Bloggers
and opposition youth leaders were typically
charged with drug-related offences.
Independent journalists continued to face
harassment, violence and trumped-up
criminal charges.

The situation in Central Asia showed
no signs of improvement. There were still
no genuinely independent media outlets,
NGOs or political parties in Turkmenistan
despite nominal legislative reforms in recent
years supposedly designed to facilitate their
emergence. Internet access and freedom of
expression online continued to be severely
restricted. In Uzbekistan, a few hardy human
rights activists continued to operate, but
were forced to do so under the radar and at
considerable personal risk. In both countries,
protest remained virtually impossible. In
Kyrgyzstan civil society activists operated
in a far freer environment, but continued to
report harassment. Even here, however, the
government proposed legislation that would
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abolish the right to establish unregistered
associations and noises were made in
Parliament about the introduction of a
“foreign agents” law akin to that in Russia.

In Kazakhstan, the new Criminal Code
introduced a number of offences that could
be used to restrict the legitimate activities of
NGOs, and the government likewise began
to consider tighter restrictions on the foreign
funding of NGOs. Public protests took place,
but participants risked fines and detention.
The freedom of the media shrank and
the internet was subjected to ever greater
restrictions; social networks and blogs were
often restricted and internet-based resources
blocked by court decisions taken in closed
proceedings.

In Turkey, the ruling AK Party strengthened
its influence over the media, mostly through
the exploitation of public - and private -
business ties. Critical independent journalists
continued to be fired by nervous editors
or displeased owners and self-censorship
remained rife. Freedom of peaceful assembly,
brutally supressed in 2013 during the
Gezi protests, continued to be violated by
restrictive legislation on demonstrations and
the violent dispersal of peaceful protesters,
whenever they threatened to congregate in
large numbers or on particularly sensitive
topics. In December, several journalists were
detained under sweeping anti-terror laws for
reporting on corruption allegations.

REFUGEES' AND MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS
The number of displaced people across the
globe topped 50 million for the first time
since the end of the Second World War. The
response of the EU and its member states
was, with few exceptions, driven above all

by the desire to keep them out. This was
shockingly obvi